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requested those writing on the subject to. confine themselves to Scripture proof,

and 1 do flot find one single passage in proof, in said article, for either side.

We have flow had several articles on each side of the future life, and on the

whole it appears to me that the balance of evidence is someliat ini favor of the

orthodox side, although some rather strong reasons have been given against it.

That the sins of one short life, committed by weak mortals, ever surrounded by

temptations, should bie punished with eternal tonnent is indeed biard to believe,

especially when inflicted by' the Father, and beneficent Creator of the race. Lt

seems, as a certain writer bias observed, that it would be better, far better. tbat

-ail the race should die in infancy tban be exposed to such a dreadful infliction.

Those who have espoused tbe doctrine of final and universal restoration only

hope for this after a long "lindefinite period " of suffering. and tbat is almost as

bad as everlasting punishiment, and gives us but little relief, as it may be- for

"Iages of ages." If the Bible really does teach tbe doctrine of eternal torment.

is it flot strange that it is flot found in the Old Testament Scriptures ? And is

it flot still more strange that it is flot tatight in tbe Gospel of St. John, and that

little or notbing is said about it by eîrber St. Pati] or St. Peter' We ask for

furtber lighrt on these points. 'l'ie thing is so inconceivably dreadful that it is

difficult to accept it, and yet we cannot do otherwise, if found to be according«

to the Scriptures. The late Dr. Normanî Macleod, with ail his tenderness and

pity for suffering humanity, and after searching tbe Scriptures for some grouind

of hope, says bie was compelled to abide by bis first faitli.

I have observed that notbing bias been said in the articles on the future

life on what is now known as the doctrine of conditional inîortallty. 'l'le

advocates of this doctrine maintain that most of the ternis used in the Scriptures

relating to tbis subject sbould be understood in thieir literaI sense. and as il)

'comînon use in every-day life..-constflle, destrov. dlestruction, life and dearb

mean in the Bible just îvbat they mean when uised by uis in commnon life. That

tbe wicked after judgment are destroyed, and that eternal life is given to aIl

believers. Il 'l'lie wages of sin is deatith brut the gifr of God is erernal life

.tbrougb our Lord Jesus Christ." Tlhis appears to mnaxi> the iost just. and the

most Scriptural view, but we wanit more liglît. 1erhaps sorte o11e holding

these views ivili lie kind cliorigl t<i favour the Si'CTAO c -r<oVith the 'Seriltu re

reasons wby the)- hold thecni.
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I)EAiR SiR,-As tins subject is iîow bleig wrmttein 1 v a corre.>Iondeiit
over the signature of" Christian." and as it is one of vital imilportance to everv

bodly, I trust y'ou %vill favour me with a space iîî your justly relialile journal.
W'riters should renieniber that tlîeir articles are mereîy tlîeir oivi deductions

fromn wlîat they have read and studiud, and should be most careful how tîîey

advance ideas tlîat nîay bc read 1w soie, at least, whlose lîcace of iiimd iiniglit

lie seriotislv disturbed., and whether riglît or wrong, might induce tin to

jrŽoîardisc tlieir future Iîaî)î ess. 1 wiIl îlot follow, youir tsaid corre:pl oideit's

arguments scria im, but simîîply answer lîni logically and as brietiy as poss5ible.
1 cannot find, by scarching '1 jolnson's 1ictioîîary," that therc is ail) dif-

férence betwveen Everiasting and Eterîîal, iii both cases the nîeaning is îrecisel>'
this, ".PerPetral, without eind." 'Ibat there is sucb a state in the fruture is beyond
ail cavil to truce Clîristians, and just ats sure are tlîere two states in that future,

or wby such rigid laws ; tlîe mere fact of tiiere being laws slîows that there must
be some object to be attained through their operation. St. Paul says iii bis

Epistle to the Galatians, Iltiîe law was a schoolmaster to bring uis to Christ."

What tberefore could be tbe ol>ject of briîîging ris to Christ ? A iîd as that object
is undoubtcdly our salvation, whiat does salvation nîcan if in tlîe fruture there is

flot ail eternal J)unislient ? 'lle very fact of our Saviorîr's coîîdesccndîîîg to

take our nature uapon ii. and offer up Hinîseif a sacrifice for sin, without

spot or blenîishi, shows beyond a doubt the awfnîlness of the future îunisiment

to aIl those îvho persistently, reject luls proffered conditions of salvation. 'l'lie

Gospel is properly calied Il 'l'le G;ospel of yorr salv-ationi."-F'p)lesiaîîls 1- 13, and

iîî St. Mattlîew's G;osiiel it is recorded that the angel said "'liont sliait caîl 1-is

name j esuis, because lie shiai save I is people from thieir sins." NoNv,

to adnmit that tliere is salvation, adnîits tlîat tlîcrc muist be also a state of îîunish-

nment, or what are we saved fromnt ? Hi peliople, withouit doubt, are tlios,,e onlv wvbo

niglîtly believe on Him as tîîeir Saviotir, and love and< obey Himi. Whlen He

saves thein froin tlîeir sinis, ir is qulitc evident tlîat I-e nîcans the. eet<' (!f their

si'ns, and iii citîxer case no oîîe cali deny thiat sin is the tranîsgressionî Of the Iaw,
and that iniplies 1 îuni.shnient.

'lie laNv re juired cornpiete adpeect obedu'nce in 7(' iota, to satisfV the

justice and 'Majesty of tie l.awgiver, and as thiere was non1e able to do this, God

in His infinite nlcercy 1irovitled o11e iii tlîe îerson of jesrîs Chlrist. Ai\tîîougl the

sacrifice is sufficient for the whole %vorîd. anîd is freely offered to aIl, yet ail do

flot accept it, nor does it appear reasonalile to suppose tlîat orîr Saviorîr mneait

nothing ivbien He said. Il whosocver deîîieth Me before nmen, hini ivili I also

deny before (;od in th e day of jticlgiient." Again, Il lepart froîîî Me yc cursed

into everlastiîîg fire, prepared for the dcvii anrd Iris aîîgels. Noiv the devil's

aîîgels are ail tiiose who reject Chirist, and H-is ternis of salvatioîî.

"lAs iîî Adam ail die, even s0 iîî Christ shiai a/i be miade alive ;" it does

flot follow from this qrîotation of yorîr said correspondenît that ail], withotit ex-

ception, shail be saved, for reiîember tlîat man irist /u,*e e7'erlastinýg/y iii the

future, yet bis il/e wiil be strictiy ,'aceordifig to the deeds comnîîtted iin the

body." If bie possess a saviîig faitli, lus life ili lie iii the preseîîce of bis God

and Savioirr, and if hie rejects the mnerciful offers of saivation, it îîîust be because

he bias cliosen tbe service of Satan , and as a consequence, ivill be one of lus

angels aîîd ililive with ii everlastiiîglY in woe aîîd misery. Il If aîîy mîaîî

love flot tlîe Lord Jesus Chrnist ]et hinm be anahenla Maranatlîa," (or accursed.)
-ist Corinthians rbth chîap. and 22 verse. "lHe that soweth to bis flesh, shahl

of the flesh reap corruption, but hie that soweth of the spirit, shiah of tbe

spirit reap life eiper/asting."-Galaiais 6th chap. and 7tIî and 8th verses. "4Be

flot deceived ; God is flot mocked, for wbatsoever a mani soweth thiat sIîall lie
also reap." ths svetyucoepndt

In concludifig thsarticle 1,~ -ol a e o orsodn weigb well the

awful responsibility he is incurring in trying to, lcad people to ignore the fact of

the certainty of two distinct places in the future, one a sture place of bliss, and

the other as sure a place of woe; and do flot, under any circumstance, say that
God is partial or that He is flot nierciful, for He lias shown His mercy in pro-
viding a way of salvation. He is not partial, for He offers it freely to ail, yet

He is also just in flot putting the rebelîjous and obstinate scoffers and rejectors
of His mercies on the saine footing.

'IHOMAs R. JOHNSON,

Montreal, April 12, 1878.
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CHAPTER Xi.
EEHIND TiHE HAYSTACK.

Wiîeî Christophe sawm jeanî Marie lyiîîg senseless, bis heart turned to biis
brother; for tue timne Louise aîîd lier charnîs were eifaced by bis agoxîy of re-
morse. 'l'le farinîer lay so rigid aîîd deatlike that others beside Christophe
tirouglît that lie ivas killed.

But afrer awlîile jeanl Marie regained ]lis senses, and tlîeî Christophe took
Iinii home iii Pierre Kerest's waggoiî.

By îîext day the careful nursing of Jeannîe aîîd Chîristophe liad brougbt hini

greatly round, for tlîe yorîîg îîan sat upi aIl îîigît applymîîg cooling lotion to bais

brotlîer's bead, and plasters to tue severe bruises carîsed îiy the fali.
j ean Marie seenied tlîankfuî for lits devotioîî, anîd at tinies lie felt mîore lit

oxie %vitî ]lis brother tlîan lie lîad feit since tue mieeting at Madame Rusquec's.
Stroîîg nmari as lie ivas, and %veil used to tiiese rouglî sports, lie Iîad neyer before

been throwmn so vîoleîitly. and wîîei lie tried to rise, ]lis lîead swai aîd Ilis legs
tottered rînder hiîî.

oi muirst lie on your bed, master," Jeannîe said, and after some resîstalîce
lie "as glad to lie tiiere quieti',.

Jeannîe feir for the mortification lie must suffer at lus defeat, but this forned
a ver), sîîîalî part of the torment that raged iiilber master as lie lay seemingly so
quliet on lus bed. Ile kncew tîîat lie shouild have conquered Chîristophe, tlîat lie
was iîerved to gÎve liini bis finai overtîromv wheci tiiose agonized words lîad

reached liimi, aîid lie sa%%, tue look of aîîguisii on Louise's face. Lt silîote liiini so
srîdnly, so convinciiigly, that ]lis strengtli seerîed to depart at once, and wlîeî
lic agaili took hoîd of Christophe lus grasp was so feeble and ineclianical, tliat
thîe yorîng mnx tîirgbt ]lis brother was reservîîîg himiself for axiother îîighîty
effort ; lie imas astonislied at ]lis own victory. it wis impossible tlîat aîîy ex-

piîaniatioii could take place betiveen tîîeîî, aîîd yet jean 'aris, at tines judged
Christophle fairîy ; at otîîers fits of bii1iid imipotent fury possessed liinîi-yiîîg
tiiere aliîîost lioîeîess lie saw luis lîrother stnide across tue tloor inu the fuîll pride

of lus votîî aîid streîigth. anid lie Ionged to strike Iiiîîî down, aîîd for ever rid

Iilîiiseîf of so daxigerorîs a rival. Th'Iis mental tumîuit iîîcreased thec pain and

confusion iii lus lîead aîîd acted agaiîîst Jeanne's reîiedies.
Meantinie Chiristophe waited impatiently for ]lis brotlier's recovery. Coeffic

wayiaid hlmi ecd time bie left tue farm, but the young man siiraiîk froin grieviîîg

jean 'Marie. V'et lie liad shiown bis feelinîgs to Louise, and lie owed drîty to lier

as Nvell as to bis brother, aîud lie lîad on the ternis jean Marie himself proposed
fairly %von the riglît to ask lier to be luis wife. He did îuot feel conîfidenît of
success with lier, spite of Coeffic's assurances, but at Iast yielded to tue Bazal-

van's entreaties, and sent bim to plead with Louise.
On the evening of the fourtb day jean Marie felt îuclî stroîlger. He was

calmer too, more iii lus riglît mind. Lt lîad corne to liîîî that lie iad jrîdged
Louise lîastiiy aîîd foolishly. True, sue liad uttercd thiat ery whlîiî Iad so un-

îuerved him iii tue ring, but wiiat tîien ? Site liked Chîristophle, aîîd it paiîued

lier to se Iiiî huirt. Otiier woiîen did.îlot feel tiiese tlîings, but them Louise
wmas tender and soft-hearted.

"Jcçaîne says sute left tue ring sobhuing, as soon as I fel-that nîiglit have
l)een for nie. Slue did îlot evexi speak to Christophie. Why have I becîî so

iuasty and so fiîît-liuartedl ? it is certain Madamue Rusquec uvould not hiesitate
lietimeen ris tuvo." And then tlîe renîeiîirance that lie hll Iinîself giveuî tîp) the
(-]ance of first asking for I otuise by tue bargain made witli Chîristophie, sent lîiuu
îîack iîîto dogged srîhienness. Stil tlirongli tlîis tiiere sîiore a glearn of hope.
Christohe miglît be refrîsed. lie ealied for Jeanne, hint 11o aîswer caille, aiid
lie liolîubîed to the back door wonderiîig Iîow soou lie shotîîd reacli the milI ; lie
lieard a mrrmur of voices beyoîid thîe hmystack wîîicîî stood some tweîiry yards
from thie bouise. Always suspicious, aîid in iis lîreseuît State jealotîsîy alive to
ail tîiat îîigiit be said ('oicernuiig blis defeat, li* ('rept liglîrly across the yard,
iittercd liere also with straw, aîîd sooi mvas îîear eîîough to distiriguisii words,
aîid to discover that the speakers were Jeannîe anîd lus brother.

Il ori NvilI tell tlîe master," Jeannîe said.
lTeli hîim yourseîf," said Chîristophue; I have given him painî enougli, I

do îDot care to mîakc himn suiffer."
jean Maric's face grew dark, aîid lie set lus teeth liard one agaiflst another,

anîd tlîrrst ]lis liead forward tlîat lie îîîight flot lose a word.
Il t is best to tell bini yourseif," said the old woiiafi "but if you cannot,

tîien 1 wiII. He shîould knomv before others."
IlVes, yes, you must tell hlm, and tbeîî there is thîls to be settied. Coeffic

says tuîe îîext step is for nie to go mvitiu hiîîî, and with my îîearest relative, to se

Louisc's inothuer. I thouglît as Louise and I bad understood one another before,
these formalities îuiglît bave been set aside, but he says no; now, Jeanne, 1 can-
îlot ask jean Marie to answer for me."

Thîcre mvas a patuse. Tlien Jeanne said, "The master would couîîsel you

but thiere is your cousin, the barber, Kerbaro. it is true hie is a new-coîîîer ini

Huelgoat, but stili lue is the son of your fathîer's sister, and hie is tlierefore of
your blood; be will do for you wbat is waîîted."

But jean Marie's jealous fury bad nisen beyond bis control ; be iimped
forward with surprising swiftiess, and stood facing Christophue and Jeanne.

IlI bave lîcard you," be said, with concentt'ated passion ini his voice, Iland
I tell tbee, Christophe Mao, not to make too sure." The yourîg man shramuk
from bis gleaming eyes. IlThou hast had thy chance, now 1 wiU take nmine, and

Vours truly,


