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The Government Clerk’s Song.

BY JONES OF THE CIRCUMLOCUTION OFFICE.
(Accompaniement by a Hand-organ.)

Alas for the promise I had

Of an exira ten pounds to my pay ;
'Tis enough to make any one mad,

To think how we’re cheated to-day.

Very smallit is true was the sum,
But that is no good reason why

When the time for its payment had come,
I should find it was all inmy eye.

Ten poands would have done me more good,
Than a hundred my neighbour next door;’
*Twould have bought me. some eight cords of wood, f
Or have paid my. account at the store.

There's Annie, she said just to-day, -
¢ T would like tof learn music, Pa dear,
You won't have a great deal o pay,
*Twill only be ten pounds s year.”
« But Annie,” I had to reply,
« The money I really can't get :”
The words cost her father a sigh,
For his Annie was always a pet.
But since I can’t alter the case,
Why then, let me banish dull csre;
Drive away every cloud frum my face,
And my troubles with cheerfulness bear.

‘The ‘Sacred Harmonic Choir.

Mr. Poker had! the delight of attending
the Oratorio of the “ Messiah ” last Monday
evening. In our last: number we gave feeble

expression to our: feelings ‘in regard to the 8
‘ ».aqna_kﬁed

“Creation,” performed by the Choir under
Mr. Carter’s direction; but now:we think we
gaid too little about ‘the. music itself. The
¢ Messish” pleased us quite as much, perhaps
ore, than the ¢ Creation;” for while in :the
lstter there are many passages of surpassing
sweetness and tenderness, there certainly is
not somuch of grand and wonder-inspiring
melody a8 in Handel’s great work. Too much
credit cannot be. given to Mr. Carter, nor too
much praise to: the talented performers who:as-
gist him; in the “Messiah”the solo sung by Miss
Davis, I know that my Redeemer livetli,” was
itself alone worthy of commsanding- a large
audience, and:Miss' Kemp, we must.add, per-
formed her partequally well. .A city that can
boast such singers has.someéthing to be proud
of. Ourlimitswill not-permitiof our noticing
the gentlemen: performers; but many of them
nobly dietingu'ished- themgelves. '

Dr.’ Gonnor POrgetful

It is sald that Dr. Connor when in'the pres-
ence of the Governor: General. addressmg the
asgemblage at the’ Umverelty ‘banquet dld ‘riot.
‘speak of His Excellency ag “a: thmg thh &
cocked hat and feathers: w1t'h<a sword by its
side.” He must have forgotten to do,so for at
London he said he would were he present re-’
peat the language to his face. :

Contradiction. |

Wo are desired by His Excellency the Gov-
ernor General to state that his speech at the
University banquet was not correctly reported

in the Globe—that he did not in speaking of.|

the Museum say that he hoped to see collected
in it such remains as may from time be found

‘4. He-said,” rephe :

of the aboriginal Indiana of the country, &e.

Mus1cal C'ntwmm.

A Teal, live. hnmbng is; on;' detestation.
“Favete linquis” while:we tell of ‘one.” ;
Monday night ' on"leaving the-Hall" e.fter the
performance of ‘the * ‘Mesgiah? by the Sacred

. Harmonic Choir, We . stopped & moment to:
| speak to a friend, one :of Mr. Carter's coadju- |

"tators, and e"éent,leﬁian;iéki;lled in music. We’
had been .spéaking  together a minute or so,’
when a..juvenis comes up, ‘shekes hands with:
our friend, who asks him what. he thought of
the .performance. -
of great: 1mportance, “eome of the choruses:|*

*#Qh,gaid he, with an air

were-pretty well. -“I'll giow you my notes if

you like;” " thenv eddin_’g in a lower voice, “I'm:
engaged by one of the papers to give a re--
port, I won’t “gay anything very bad sbout

you.” This lagt was said in an encouraging

|-tone -of voice; the: young man passed down’
" | stairs, and ourfriend remarked to us, “He
knows:as mugh.dbout music as a tom-cat.
‘According to'his own confession, he iz utterly-

ignorant of it.”

,-How:aatle‘fa;etory it must-be to men of musi-

-cal talent to-have their ‘performances criti-

cised by .such-an individual; since an ignora-

mus;wilk: always try to mamfest an acquain-
-tance - v_mh ‘the subject, by pronouncing

igs, snd bestowing no more than
-comimendation upon anything,

SUniversity ty Dejeuner-

Mr Worth.mgton, the contractor for the
bulldmg, after leaving: ‘the Dejeuner remarked

‘that henever heai'd Dr: McOa.nl utter real elo-
- quence as.on’ tba.t day.
use, ~was: the  infer; ogation of our informant.
orthington, “Sigh Mon-,

“What words did he

ument,”—* I'was- 80 overpowered I could not;
remember - the ¥eést.”” “(Si
queries circumspice )

7

'I'he~ Goose and the G'ander :
“How-and Then.

The night was dark, a hostile Gaul
Had nearly scaled the hostile wall
Of Mars protected Rome;
But gh! a goose with wakeful ear,
Hearing a stranger’s footstep near,
Loud ca.cklmg saved her home.

For to the epot Rome’s warriors speed,
. The daring Gaul his daring deed
- Atones for with hig blood;
‘While those about 10 ¢limb the height,
Betake themselves in rapid flight,
Beyond the Tiber’s flood.

In Iater days “a gawky youth,”
A gander, if we tell the truth,

- Reflecting deep on this,
Thought if 2 goose could win a name,
A gander sure could do the same,

And so he tried to niss,

He hissed, but ah! the surly crowd,
‘With mutt'rings deep, not very loud,
Soon bade him stop the game;
. The higsing gander sneaked away,
He found that hissing would not pay!
' He missed the enviod fame, .

monumentum,

The Polcer oﬁ‘ere 8 reward of 8 81ght of the

‘ Lagt ¥ Comet for :

1. A speech of Dr.: McOau] ;made on "an
educational subject, in wh_leh -he did not drag
in the University Oollege, and give figures to -
show its yearly prosperity.

2. A speech of Dr. Ryerson, in which he
did not drag in theé common schools, and take
credit to himself for their. present prosperity.

3. A speech of Dr. Wilson, in which he did
‘not speak of an w®sthetic something or other—
people—mdnndual—-bmldmg or unity.

3. A speech of Mr. Langton since he was
made Vice-Chancellor of Toronto University,
in which he did not shower praige on the Gov-
ernor-General.

5. A speech of Colonel Irvine P.'A.D.C. in
which he never said anything that anybody
could understa.rgl.

To Write a Musicalgkevi'ew. y

1. Refer to the audience as large, small, or
respectable. ’

2. Praise everybody in general.

3. Censure somebody in particular.

"4, The.result-is a Musical Review suitable
for all occasions. Ezample:—“ Mr. Carter's
performance of the Messiah last evening was
not well attended, (first point.) -Most of the
choruses were sung well, and with . precision.
(second point.) The gentleman who sung
# My rebuke hath broken ;his heart,” should
not have been . entrusted with a solo.” (third
point.) Musical review in Globe of Tuesday
last, -(the Result).

‘University Degrees

In reading the list of guests at the Universi-
ty- banquet, Scroggs says-there-are some ‘affiz-
es of which he is mot quite sure what they
mean. He says he knows ¢B. A.” to mean
“Big Ass” and ¢“D. C. L.” to mean “Deuced
Clever Lawyer,” but that-“M. L. C.”” iz some-
thing new to him, He suggests however that
it may mean ¢ Mean Lying Cur/’. Supposing
this t6 be correct he says he can understand

why Charley Romain was so anxious to. ac-
quire that degree.

. To. Correspondents.
Hapry Swmnrrmon.—-Your letter- contmne
some very good thmgs, bat is_too verbose,

With your leave we may use some. portiens, of

-1it for the next number, or. yon can re-write it

and condense to half’s length.’ .
Amous —We must inquire a.bout that first,

lor he.ve, proof Qhat- the gtgtemeng ;_s .‘_‘_,_o!l ,.lgo_r-
lrect.” . o '

4 The Poker” |

‘18 publmhed at 7 o'clock every Sa,turday moming, and

: can be obt-nlned at all the News Depots, and of the N em

Boys. The Poxzn will be mailed to parties i in the eonn-
try at §1 per annum, paid in advance. Address: “'l‘he
Poker, Box 1109 Post Omce, Toronto All lettera mua&
be post-paich




