72 PRAYER IN THE NAMN-OF CHRIST:

\
spirit of & person, or his character. Perhiaps:we may say;
‘that; when applied to -a person, it signifies his essential
character, his special personality; and lis wlole peculiar
.spirit. -This- character -may :express. itself. 'sOmetimes as
power or authority, sometimes: as spirit- or life, In the:
case bel‘ore us, therefore, to pray in the iame of Chnst is
to pray m Chnst’s essentlal spmt. This mcludes, 1. re-
hance on his promlses, 9. interest in hls cause, 3. posses- :
#iohi of his spitit or character. It is, therefore, stnetly

équivalent to the other expressron, “to ahrde in hrm and :
have hls words a.blde in us.
different thmg from the mere formal mentxon of hrs name |
at the begmnmg or end of our prayer. Tt is not to beO'm
olir prayeér with the phrase, “«We come to Thee m the
fianie of Jesus,” or to end it. Wrth the formula “ throngh '
Fekus Chiist our Lord 57 1or i it to express in our prayer
the ﬁitellectual opinion that - we are pardoned or saved by'
the ierits of Chnst It is ©it to express, as &’ matter of
hehef thiat we rely on his atonement, his mtercessmn, or
“his ad‘vdcacy All this We may do, and yet not pray in
the nnmd of Chist. For it is very possible that a prayef
béginning and endmg w1th these formuias, and contain-
ing quite‘'a smcere expressxon of thess opn:uons, may not
mclude in its spl.nt, its ‘aiin, ot its chardcter the mmd of
Josiis. ' Tts motive ‘may bewelfish, its obJeet purely per-
sonel. ‘Aud if 80, it has no claith foinded on this promise.
It is not “ thé enei'getle prayer of the righteous man,”

Which availeth much.

The oneé essentlal thmg ‘Which is necessary to make a
pré.}*e'r a prayer «in the name of Jesus® is, that all its
‘]fe'tfﬁoﬁc shouh!l have thelr termmatxon m thxs one, “« Thy



