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by Lhemum mlhomlmmmbuble 10 discern wherein
the différence lay,  Many times we were disappointed on secing
a building in the distance which composed well, but when exam-

. ined clmlv. was lllelm and very often oxcessively vulgar, 1t
would wobnbly have some points which ‘suggested a possiulity of
Ak, but the detait would be bad-ostentatlon, vuigarity and erude-
ugess being predominaat,

There was but one house of all |hose on  Michigan
Avenue which satisied our ideas of what a house should
be. Mt is siweied on the east sido of the Avesve, and s
bullt of brown siooe, We cannot speak of the bouse fn de.
tail, mot having taken amy notes, but we kmow thal we were im-
pressed with the refinement, the repose and the completeness of
the whols composition—showing plainly that the designer was an
actist. That theve is on Michigan Avenue only one house which
calts for high praise, ‘does pot speak well for the residests of the
street, nor for the avchilecss of their houses. There has been
mose than sufficient money expended to have bailt good nrtistic
homes, but it was thrown away in supplying costly materials, to be
worked into crude and unstudied designs, Hereand there we discov-
“ered & good picce of detail, showing what might have been done if
A rcasonable amount of stedy’had been devoted to the whole work
—ar possibly it showed good cribbing powers.  Strength, solidity,
heaviness and barbarity, may impiess the masses, but the cultured
must have with the first two, refinement, dignily and repose.
There are some houscs on this Avenue which we should judge
were the p of They may
plonse some in the present age, but we hope, few. and that as the
years pass by, the number will be considerably lessened.

On the corner of Prairic Avenue and 17th Street, has been

crceted the most adistic house which we have yet
had the pleasure of sceing.  This house was designed by Richard.
son, and isall that the most fastidious could desite. It is dignificd,
quiet, inoblrusive, yet refined and homelike.  While one looks a1
the house he fecls that the occupants are cultivated and refined,
nnd that he would ke to know them.. Unkss the plan of this
housc was known to the beholder, he would be inelined to look
upon it as retiringandgloomy in the extreme. The windows towards
the strect are few and smaM, which gives it somewhat the appear-
ance of a fortress.
However, therc is a arge open sunlit court, into which all the
principal rooms open, and, as there is no lack of glass surface, the
house is exceedingly light, and cheerful, while at the same time it
affords a retired aud cosy retreat from the hurry and confusion of
the neighboring streets.

“There is another house by Richardson, situsted on the Lake
Shore Drive, which we admired, but did not consider ncarly so
satisfactory s the house on Prairie Avenue, There may be other
artistic houses in Chicago which we dsd not see, hut the number
must be few indoed. We are not ndmirers of such mansions as
Puliman’s, and if their interiors are no mere attractive than their
extetiors, we do not envy their occupants.

*  The warchouse of Marshall, Ficld & Ca by Richardson, is a
ifi building, g its purposes. It is
simple to a degree, yet low, solid and artistic | There is not one
(enture about the whole wilding which does not speak of life and
a purpase to fulfil. That one commercial building is actistically
wonh more to Chicago, than all Jis other buildings. It speaks of
bigher things than dollars and cents, and the sordid inerest of
a money bunting people.

Wewete all through the Rookery building, and were very much
struck with its compkicncss and adaption to its purpose. It fs
well plaaned and thoroughly constructed.  While the fagades ara
siriking and Imposing, they canmot be said o be actistic, ‘The
ormament is cather indifferent, and much of it unucaning, The
bullding is, however, o credit to tho architect, and 10 tho cnicr-
prise of the city. The Board of T'radc building is one of the most
inastiniic of Chicago, which is saying much, when one remembers
the pile of meaningless ugliness called the Pullman Buildisg. The
An Ballding is very satisfactory except in some af the dewil, and
in the carving, which is in our opinion, devold of ‘artistic quality
and character, We did not sce anywhere in Chicago, carving
that woukd call for special mention, [t was invariably lifcless,
and consequently lu:klng in interest,

The church of Chieago is ly bad. Wedlid
not sec a single building that was wortby of the least attention,
Some of the churches have redecming points, but there is so
much that is bad even about the best of them, that one cannot
spenk even a single word fn pmise,  The United States certninly
holds lhc unenviablc pos-uon of being almost enticely devoid of

‘There are 2 few churches
here and there, but not more than could be counted on
the fiagers of both hands, which arc wosthy of comsideration.
Taken as a whole, there cannot be found on the face of the earth
a more and lot of than the
churches of the United States. The writer remembers belng in
Baltimore some years ago, where they had a church which cost
about quarter of a million dollars, Of coursc this bwilding was
pointed out as d and worthy of i The
cost of the bullding was also mentioned.  We notice that the cost
of everything is given in the States, as if the mere cost weuld give
it intrinsie value.  Mouch as we regret that so much money was ex-
pended in the ercction of that building, we would like to see an
cqual amount, if required, spent in the removal of every trace of
thefire expenditure. One must regret that there is so inuch moncy
forthcoming for the crection of such uagainly masses, There is

1o reason in the world why a church should not be an artistic
bultding, suggesting and tcaching ** Peace on carth, good will 1o
men,” The form and cvery pan of a church should speak to
monal man of God and immortality. Wherc is ihe man who can
be impressed or lod to give onc single thought to eternity,
‘when everything about him, oven to the decoration, speaks in the
coarse and vulgar tongue of his weekly surroundings? A man
who enters a church decorated after the manner of & theaire or o
saloon, will be more likely to have his thoughts go back 1o the
tast play he saw, or of the companions with whom he had very
probably his lasi drink, than 1o & reirospection of his actions,
and of the obedicace and reverence which he owes his Maker.
‘What may be excelleat in one place may be extremely bad in

another,  Of onc thing we may be certalm, and that is, thar noth.
ing is 100 good for the house of God, and whea we give, let us
not only give our money, but also the best talear and abllity of
which we may be postessed. A church shonld speak through
every stone in its walls of refineinent and culture, meckness and
courage, and obedicnce and reverence to the Almighty.

Chicago in a (ew years will have u magnificent system of parks
and drives, The parks are yet too new 1o call for admiration, but
when the trees have grown and other improvements have been
made, no citizen of Chicago will nced 16 beashamed of the parks of
his native city. We cannot speak favorably of the effects wrought
by the fantasue arrangement of foliage plants which we saw atthe
entmnce to South Park. The whole thing is ridiculously childish,
and hardly worth mentioning. No good i obtaned, except
in the satisfying of vulgar cutiosity, and causing (houghtless poople
10 RO away with an expression of wonder on their inane coume-
nancer.  The rame amount of moaey and Lime devoled 10 legiti-
mate floricukure would give ten times the yeselt, and would be
one hundred times move refining to the beholder.  What can any-
onc admire b the represemation of the iwo cndidates for the
presidency running around a conical mound. The figures arc
{nr from shapely, and totaly devoid of beawtiful lines.  All (havis
left 1s the mass of color, which would be much more pleasimy ifit
had not been made to give form (0 A meaningless conception,
Nature cannot be improved upon, but it may be assisted 102 full
development.  Nature s cenninly ont of place playing pranks at
the dictation of men who are unable to appreciate its beauty in all
its varying richness of colors and changing moods.

A visit toa place like Chicago, of which one hears so much,
and of which there should be so little heard except of & commercial
nature, satisfies one that in living in Toronto, he lives in no mean
city, We have not 50 large a city by any means, nor s it the
commercial centre that Chicago is, but we have much which
Chicago has not, #nd ihat of very great valve.

In architccture, we swrpass Chicago.  We may not—in fact we
have not—ihie same money value in buildings, bt we have what
is of more value than that which can be rated in dolars and ccats,
‘Wherte tn all Chicago, or for that matter in the United States, can
one find 2 building 30 full of cesthetic imterestasour University Build.
ings? Docs pot Osgoode Hall compare in refinement and dignity
with any building on tlrc cominent? And s not St. hmcs Cathe
cdral equal Lo, if ¥ docs not surpass, any i lmldb(

does not desiee 10 foster home talent, and yet whoase not 50 Jost
1o all sense of patriolism, a3 10 leave the land of their binh for a
foraign -one, ‘where, very possibly, their semuneration would be
more commensurate with their abilities.

e
TORONTO ARCHITECTURAL DRAUGHTS-
MEN'S ASSOCIATION.
HE members of the above Association paid a visit
1o the Toronto Public Library on the evening of
Tuesday, the 6th 1nst. Mr. Bamn, the chief librarian,
arranged the fine colored plates of St. Mark’s Cathedral
at Venice in such a manner that they could be readily
examined, and otherwise exerted himself most success-
fully to make the evening one of pleasure-and profit to
the visitors.

AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS.
HE twenty-second annual convention of the above
Institute, which took place at Buffalo last month,
adopted the following resalutions :—
lewd—'!‘bat this Convention deems lhe unification
or f ion of all the Archi A ions of the
United States of the utmost value and imporiance to
the profcss-on. -
fved—The Ameri I of Archil
recommends as proper and desirable, the employment
of a Clerk of Works i the erection of all buildings of
importance, as & means of obtaning the best results.
He should be paid by the owner, but should be ap-
pointed by and under the direct control of the architect.
The architect's supervision of .and responsibility for the
work should be n all cases insisted upon as vital to the
vast interests of the owner, but such constant oversight
as can be exercised by a competent clerk of works is an
invaluable adjunct to the labors of the architect in

notth of Mexico? ‘Then we have several exceedingly good picces
of church work in S1. Panl's Church, Bloor sireet, Si, James
Cemetory Chapel, St. Stcphen's Church, Holy Trinity and Trinity
Churches, There is also St. Michael's Cathedral, the exterior of
which is good as the interior is Iacking in merit, the tower and spire
beiag especially fine. We must not forget the interior of Trinity
College Chapel which is madern in exccution, and of grent beamty
and excellence.  Our modern churches, while not so correct in
style, are full of merit. Instead of onc or two examples of
good church architecture, we have many, and yet there are
among us those who will worship bad work, if distant, and sponk
slightingly of good work. if at home. We have not all the good
chuech wotk of the country in ‘loronto. ‘There are churches
throughout the Province which equal in merit the best build-
ings in Toronto.

Among our semi-public buildings may be mentioned the Mol
son’s Bank, which is a refined and dignificd pieee of classient
work, as 15 also the office-of the Gas Company. The Trust and
Loan Building, Masonic Hall, St. Lawrence HaW, Romain Buitd-
ings, and numbers of others of more or less merit, Of those
buildings recently erected, we have the Montreal Bank, the Man.
ning Arcade, awd the, London Loas Company building, aM by
Cunndian aechitects.  There are at the presend time in course of
crection three lorge buildings by an architcct of Baffalo, onc
the Pasliament Buildings, of which litile can be said in praise. the
Bank of Commerce, which is a very indifferent piece of work o
compasition and detail, and a building for the Canada Life Assur.
ance Co., which is not yet far enough advanced to be judged, The
only building <o far erccted by outside talent whicl is woithy of
mention ia the former list fs the building of the Western Assur.
ance Company which cost twice If not thrce times as much as nny
Canndian architect would have been allowed 1o devote 10 His erce.
tion. However, its designer has not been able to equal it in
any of his later attempts, except that he hos spent much more
money with much less satlsfactory resulis,

In house work, we have maoy good cxamples of plain, cosy
houses of limited expense, We have not many which can be

called expensive, and we regree that in one or two instances, the -

most castly houses are ot cqual in merit (o the less ‘We

2 Uni ly good and honest work.

MONTREAL, Oct. 13th, 1888.
CHEAP HOUSES.
Com "':.é'ﬁ ';'“‘m.:i .‘:‘-“';“;.
JOHN DOUGALL & SON.
Editor CANADIAN ARCINTECT AND BUILLER.

DEAR SiR,—The above is from last night's Witness,
and this 15 the scheme : John Dougall & Son advertised
for competitive designs for a ¢ity house of minimum
cost, and to get thewr money back, issued the enclossd
advertisement offering one set I inch drawings and two
sets of specifications for $2.50. "It seems rather strange
that a paper like the Witness should stoop so low as to
steal from those who in the past have glven lhem every
md by them with p , and

of P buildi Jis lt is mll more
smnge that some of our prominent architects should
lend a hand to 2 scheme so mean and petty. Such a
scheme is only worthy of petiifogging publishers, and
throws discredit on a house like that of J. Dougall &
Son.  This should be a warming to professional men in
future against associating themselves with affairs of this
kind.

ouss Bites
eovk:uflhe

Yours truly,
J. A. RADFORD.

—_—
TORONTO ARCHITECTURAL GUILD.

HE attendance at the last monthly meeting of the

Architectural Guild of Toronto was very large ;

the number prcsent being greater than at any other

g. The seem to develop

are pot sufficienily wealihy 10 spend Jasge amounis ip the evection of
private howses, but our architecis have donc very good work with

gth as the bers become better acquainted.
There was a large amount of very ymportant business

the money &t theie dispusal, and have showa ly that they

d, and at times, the discussions were exceeding-
! .

are equal to the erection of costly resids when our

and others have acquired the necessary means. If there is one
thing more than another of which Toronto may well be proud, it
{s the work done by her architects of the past and also of the pre-
sont.  May they be gliven the oppottunity to whick they are richy
eniltied 10 yet moro worthWy work ia the Interests of architecture
In this chy. Of late they bave not rescived the encourogement
they deserved, parily on account of the scandalows ireatmenst the
Onlario Gorernment meted out 10 those who had sufficient con-
fidence in its hoor to devote their time and modey o the preper-
atloa of plass for the propesed Parkament Buildings, in the hope
that they would be entrusted with the carrying out of the work,
and at the same tinte prove that Cavadians were competent to
meet worthily the archiiectural requirements of their native Jand.
The example of the Provincial Government in entrusting the
ercction of these buildings to a citizen of the Unlied States, has
boen followed by others who, not belng capable of forming an
opinion for themselves, followed the precedent set them, and are
even inclined to claim that {n employing an outside architect they
are showing their supcrior knawledge of architccuee, and frecdom
from tocal prejudices and influences. These mea scem to forget
Ahat others may thitk just as lightly of their ability, because
they ore not in business in New York or Chicago, as they do of
the capabllities of their fellow clilzens who are uaforunate
enough (o peactice architecture in & coustry which spparently

y

The fire by-laws of this city were criticized, and it was
unanimously decided that they could be materially im-
proved. The Sccretary was instructed to write His
Worship the Mavyor, and draw his attention to its de.
fectiveness,

The proposed chang
received much attention.

After a long, earnest discussion, 2 commiltee was ap.
pointed to consider the advisability of attempting to
form an Architectural Association for the Provmce of
Oatario.

THE PROPOSED SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE.
E are much pleased with the information that the
Minister of Education proposes to appont a Pro-

fessar of Architecture in the School of Practical Science.

Such a step should be a very preat benefit to Architecture

in this country, and will be mast heartily welcomed by all

in the pt g by-Jaw also

. architects.  Those architects who are at the head of

the profession in this Province will look upen the school
as a means 1o educate the people to a propes knowledge



