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INCREASED CANADIAN STEEL PRODUCTION

It is a Factor Considered by the Industry in the United
States—Preparing for Peace

In a recent issue of The Wall Street Journal is contained
a quotation from a business man of excellent judgment, who
says that those in the United States reckoning upon a large
sale of steel and iron products to Great Britain and to other
European countries after the war is ended are in error. For
1t is asserted that Great Britain, Canada and Germany have
greatly enlarged their steel-producing capacity; they have,
in addition learned economy and efficiency. Furthermore,
the Wall Street Journal says that the prevailing opinion that
after the war is ended we shall be found leading the world
D our exports of steel and iron products, is not taken seri-
ously by steel men, who have watched the development of the
steel industry since the beginning of the war.

Will not Buy Heavily.

One of the reasons given by the authority which the
newspaper quotes for his belief that European countries will
not buy heavily of steel and iron from the United States after
the war, is to be found in the fact that these countries will
then be debtor nations, possibly by as much as $100,000,000,-
000. They certainly will owe the United States many billions—
in fact they do now, Therefore, they will not be disposed to in-
crease their indebtedness by making heavy purchases of steel
and iron in the United States. Instead of that the manu-
facturers will strain themselves to the utmost to command the
greater part of the steel and iron trade of the world. For in
that way they will be able to secure some part of the funds
by which they may meet their obligations. They will make a
great drive against the United States ; they will attempt suc-
cessfully to compete in our own markets with American iron
and stcel manufacturers They will rely to some extent for
success upon high cost of production of steel and iron in the
United States, due chiefly to the wages and salaries which are
paid to the artisans. X ;

Discussing these statements, ‘“Holland,” in an _article
in the Wall Street Journal, says that undoubtedly the view set
forth by this authority is the one taken by the leaders of the
steel and.iron industry, yet with a mental reservation. These
leaders believe that we can hold and increase our world trade
in steel and iron products, notwithstanding the high cost of
labor, if there be satisfactory legislation, part of it so enact-
ed as to prevent the dumping into the United States of steel
and iron products and part of it so enacted as to enable us
with facility and at reasonably low cost to approach the mar-
kets of the world. ;

On the office wall of one of the high executive officers of
the United States Steel Corporation is conspicuously placed

a legend reading as follows: “In time of war, we should pre-
pare for peace.”’ Undoubtedly, the managers of the Steel Cor-
poration and, in fact, the managers of all the independent
steel and iron industries of the United States, are now, as far
as possible, preparing for conditions which will arise imme-
diately after the war is ended They hope to secure the pas-
sage of an act which will enable steel and iron manufacturers
who are exporters, to act in co-operation and in combination,
so far as foreign markets are concerned. Action of that kind
was one of the reasons why Germany was able to secure
rapidly a considerable share of the world’s trade in the iron
and steel products. Then, again, these industrial leaders
hope that after the war is ended they will have available a
large amount of ships. Lack of shipping facilities was one
of the reasons why the iron and steel makers of the United
States were not able always to compete with the Germans and
the English manufacturers of iron and steel. - / ;

Furthermore, it is hoped that legislation, which will modi-
fy the existing anti-trust laws, will be en?cted. Eor it f_or
instance, the United States Steel Corporation should be dis-
solved through the judgment of the Supreme Court upon _the
action now pending, then it is inevitable that the United
States will lose a large part of her exports of iron and steel
products.

France and Belgium.

Apparently the managers of the United States iron and
steel industries do not now contemplate entering the markets
of Great Britain or of Germany with their products after the
war. They do believe that France and Belgium, 1f‘BeIg_mm
is quickened, will become heavy purchasers of American iron
and steel products, provided conditions as well as legislation
are favorable They look for great markets in South America
and in the Far East, and if they are not handicapped by un-
favorable conditions or by stringent legislation thgy believe
that they will be able to meet whatever competition Great
Britain or Germany, should Germany try to compete, may
offer in the South American and Far Eastern markets. They
are not concerned about the high cost of labor, for they belie\_ra
this is offset by the greater productive capacity of highly-paid
labor, by the utilization of the best labor-saving machinery,
by tha employment of highly competent men of science, and
also by our favorable situation with regard to coal and iron
deposits. ! : : :

This is the contingencv which the industrial leaders,

whose achievements since the war began in iron and steal -

commodities, have been noteworthy, hold in reserve while they
are disposed to admit that Great Britain and the European
nations will not only refrain from purchasing American iron
and steel, but will also attempt to dump enormous amounts
of these commodities into the United States. The British
manufacturers may be able to do this unless the United States

(Continued on page 12)
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