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its occupants with their inspection and their inquiries. Mr. Bellamy
Gold was one of the first visitors, and was profoundly dismayed on find-
ing that bis record of the numbers of the stolen bonds, which he had
carefully made, had disappeared. This he had learned by going back
to his office. He had once shown the record to Nicholas, but wben the
latter received the bonds, he had not delivered it to him, deemimg it
wise to hold it. He had rummaged every pigeon-hole, looked between
the leaves of bis account-books, turned his pockets inside out, and
searched all the drawers in bis office, with no result but the conviction
that the means were gone for stopping the sale of the bonds and the
payment of their coupons.

This was the heaviest blow of all to the little lawyer. He felt that
his professional bonour was at stake, or, rather, his professional trust-
worthiness. If he had the record, he could make the bonds useless to
the hands that held them, and ultimately compel their return at bis own
price. Without it, he was helpless ; and the bonds could be negotiated
through the lines of roguery that run very high up toward the respec-
tability of Wall Street.

Nicholas fonnd the robbery a violent interference with bis plans, as
well as a most unwelcome interruption of his thoughts. He had antici-
pated bis absence from home and bis visit to the city with keen delight,
and several days passed away before he could bring his mind into the
old channel, and up to its old purposes ; but, as it had become necessary
to replace many of the articles that bad been stolen, and it seemed de-
sirable to consult with others besides Mr. Gold, in regard to measures
for procuring a return of the missing bonds, he engaged a watch for his
house and set off.

While on bis way, the promise of Mr. Benson to give him advice
whenever he should bave occasion for it, came into bis mind. He de-
spised the man, but he had no quarrel with him. He knew that bis
heart was hollow, but he knew also that his brain was keen and wise.
If the whole truth must be told, he desired to have a matter of busi-
ness with Mr. Benson. He wished to be received at his house in a
friendly way. He deprecated bis enmity, at least, as well as any re-
lation with him which would throw obstacles in the path of bis friend-
ship for bis ward. So Nicholas determined to tell him frankly of bis
losses, and ask him for his counsel.

On arriving at the city, and taking a room at a convenient hotel, be
went, without calling upon Glezen, directly to Mr. Benson's house. Mr.
Benson, for whom be first inquired, was out and would not return until
evening. Then he sent bis card to Miss Larkin, who responded with
a message that she would be glad to see him in lier parlour.

As he entered the lovely apartment, bis beart warmed with a strange,


