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. AD TIRONUS CHRISTL.

"T'was the aciave of 3t Thomas,
Twur The ony N, Bdwnird diald,

That we Kiseedd Yoaus teel,iny hrothers,

< 1o this happy Chistmns:-tide,—

At dwe hade you ohoew swiitny
Tos e otull whete Jevln iny,

Aund 1he drur’ braeg Jouro ey ended
Pnght your troih o Him forayel

Yes | methinks our royal ¢ onfersor
Bis#ping 1 his Abbed s chade,
And out great Archbishon msriyred
Ml thie monks with whem be prayed,
Waon tor yed thie grace of grneen, .
(W ety they rought Lhemselves 1o Vain)
To bhe pUmbered 1 1he 1ogions
O1 84, Beuet warnke traln |

Did they nal posaers forever
Joyr that s | Hear longings xate,
It mteh surely move their envy
Your fAIr Job b conte i nte |
Ab! how ot anesrth hins Kdward
Highied 10 Weur yollr secred rove,
Ard st The mas leld itdearer .
TLau all Lenrures of this globde,

Bravely follow then the {ootprinta
Ol 1he reyunl easlern ban, ,

T with Thomas and with Edwarq
Al the Muonget Thriune 3v rinnd §

Thete to muke Your grest oblaiion
Igrer  hinn the INagE0s gotd,

To the Cht d who ¢leins, my brother,
All 1he juve uur hearls cau bold. —

And veur newfound Ratnt® will help yon,
Oswald In bis kingly graee,

E phege, wh: mihe dy 1€ Thomas
tanwdn  valliznt Athanase )

Luv 3 w1t hunets nihelr’s my b others,!
Let thom gulde yeomon th rogd,

They will ehicer Jo2 whth thelr ennverse
And will heip tu bear your lvoad}

Then the Siar 10 poipnl your footsteps
wur+ly 1« not (ar to seek ?
Tis thie ennre of wll our gl dnesa,
Mnary Mo her mi'd ana mreak 1=
With her aweet and gentie radiance
SBhe will Light vou throngh tne gloom
Tii) 2lie Dlers YoOUr mystic nupinin
With the Offspring of bor Woinb {

Fn. Bebpr, 0.8.8,

BOME CHRISTMAS CUSTOMS.
Significance ot Varions Parts of the
Churul’s Offlow.

In the medimval 1imes the faithful
were wi nit to attend the churches at the
long Ottice of Matins that precedes the
midnight Mass, and the old writera tell
vs some interesting facte. The First
N.ciurn is typical ot the dark period
preceding the delivery of the Law on
Binni; the lessor s, as now, were chanted
without a title, gimilsrly to the enstom
at “Teuelr @™ and * Dugen” and the
aliar was hung in black. ‘The Beconid
Noctum signities the gradual enlighten-
ment of the world by the lawand the
jrenching of the prophets, and the black
gnve way to white; while at the Jast and
joylu) Noeturn, which ends with the
“Gospe ]l Homily” wn the “ Te Deum,”
the white gnve way to red, symbolical of
D vine Love, Ao interecting rite also
occurisd at Rome when atterthe reading
of the Fourh Lection the Pope blewned
8 hi lmet and sword, in allusion to the
new-born King, of Whom the Office
pings: ‘‘He hath girt HimewlIf w.ih
puner, and clothed himself wih eliny
and s'rength.” Thene were a'terwanl
prisented to 1hat | rinee and knight whao
bad dererved well of M ther Chureh, Ii
present, he wus du'y invested with them
by His Holiness. 7The knight thrice
brandished this sword, and wiping the
biade on liis jeft aim and shenthing it
procecded to chant the Fifth Lection,
which trecis of the combat ol Christ with
the powers of Satsn,

In the enry ages of Christianity an-
other cerrmony no less intererting tonk
place befure the 8 venth Lecticn, which
treats of the Gospel lor the Fiigt Masr
“A dieree went furth fiom  ( s-ar
Auvgurtun,” ete,  If the Roman Emprror
wos predent he was new vested in acope
and conducted hy 1wo Bishops 1o the
Lectern, where H M- jeuty chanted this
Lection. At the conclusion he was con-
ducted to the fo et of the Suvereign Pou-
1iff, which be 1@verent'y kissed in tuken
of the submiesion of the temgoral power
to the spiniual,

R ime had special enstomn of 1ts own
at Chiistmas. The P.lerari were seen
in the vaiime strects serenading the
Madonoa in the wayride shirines. They
g out together, father ard son; the old
man plays & bagpipe, and the youth a
fl gevlet. The jpriniitive pastoral ap.
ypearance of these Calibrian ghepherds
and their wild mouwain melodies har
monized eepecinl'y with the simplesenti.
ment of homage naturally generated in
the mind on the recurrence of ur Lord’s
Nativity ; for their clothies, togeiher with
their instruments, were actually such as
may be readily imagined to be, hoth the
same; nunchunged and unimproved, that
had'been. -bander.down from generation
to generation. . “From the moment the
Pifferari. -arrived;’ some . days before
Chiristmas, till-:the .day of the festival,
mot "unly- for-the- whole day, but from

thrie to four houm before sinset tils
three or funr hours afu r it, in the deph
of winter, disll they wander shout from,
place tn place. They were seen and
heard in the open sireets, hetare a pic-
ware of the Madonna suspended againai
# wall of & house, with & lamp hefore it,
where the moment thev sirived they
crorsed themselves, and then began tn
plav, s hserving the while a devotional
nititnde, barelended, their high erowned
ha' enspended by a string, the body bent
f rwaxd, and the eye rwired reverently
towarta the picture, To-dav in Rome
the Pifforari are no longerheard. Atthe
Missa Pustoralin, or Mass of Day Dawn
st 8t, Marv Maj r's, where the 1 lic of
the Haly Crib s expesed, the shepherds
were wom to muke weird musicon their
pipes—Catholic Standard,
—
CHRISTMAS.
Account of the Origin ot the Great
Fentival.

There is not » ponr mnther who does
not understand, nor a child who doees
not long tor the arrival of the happy
feast. How many ever stup Lo consider
its origint

Augustus Cmaar, the Roman Emperor,
anxions to learn how many milijons ol
men howed benesth his eeeptre, com-
manded a general census to be taken of
each nation that mude up his vast em-
pire. Todo this he pamed tweniy-four
commissioners whom he sent to every
part of the world. Publins Sulpitine
Quirinus, or sccording to Grecian his-
t ry, Carinns, was instrusted with the
government of 8yris, of which Judea
then formed & part. Bt. Luke tells us
that this was the first censns made in
that enuntgy for the Romans. By the
conditions of the decree every mun,
whethaer rich or poor, prince or peasant.
was obliged to repair to his native town,
8o a8 to be registered in the Roman
rolls,

Now 8t. Joseph and the Bleased Virgin
were both of the royal lines of David,
and they went to the city of David,
which war ealled Bethlehem. Here,
the Blersed Viigin who had been hniled
“full of grace” by the Archangel Gabriel,
heing unahle to obtain lodgings at the
invn, becaure of the crowd in the town,
songht refuge in part of a stone houee,
formed out of rock. It was in this
wretched, forlorn place that the King
ot Heaven selroted Lo mark His en-
trane- into the world,

While thia wond: rful event was taking
piace ; while the Blessed Viigin was
biringivg forth a 8avivur. a band of shep
he nis who tended their flucks in the vi-
cinity «f Bethlchem, in a place conlfled
the Tower of Aden, noticed a brilliant
aplendor in the midst of the duskiess,
and ont of the brightness an angel ap-
pesred unto them, nnd aaid : “Fesr nay,
for behold. T bring you tidings of great
j -y, tiat +hall be to all the penple, for,
thus day i« born ta you,in the city of
Duvid, & Biviour, who in Christ, the
Loxrd ; and this shall be a &ign unte youn;
you shall find the child wrapt in swad-
dling elothes and Jnid in & monger.”

Nor was this al], for, suddenly there
wrs & niaititude of the heavenly army,
prairing G d and anying, “Glory to Gud
in the bighest, and on earth, peace to
men of g anl Wil " :

We slall not dwell upon the jny and
wonder of thege simple shepherds. When
the miracul- us apparition had ceased
aud the night again rigumed its dark-
ners, the shephends sald among them-
selves, “l.et us go to Bithlehem and see
the Word which haa been shown to us.”
Without & moment’s delay, they hasten
¢d to the etable. There they tound the
new-horn  Infant  wrapped in swaddling
cluthes and laid in & manger, and St,
Joseph and the B'essed Virgin were at
Hia sida. The shepherda seeing that all
was fulfilled which had been +poken to
them by the angel, recoguiged in the
Child, the Saviour promised to Israel,
and they began to praise and glorify
Gou. My, 1he Virgin Mother, heard all
that the shepheris to'd her, and laid up
ull their words in her heart.

Such 15, in & few words, the whole his-
tory of the feas. of Chrisimas. St Lnke
has been the hi-torian of the Nativiiy,
whence the Christian era is dated.

- In this feast, which may well be oalled
the feast of mothers, of ohildren, of the
poor, what encourigement is there not
for all? But, more especially, what con-
solution for those whom the world ex-
cludes from the number of its favorites.
They can enter the Church and kneeling
beside the richest in. the land, they may
hear the shepherd of souls, standing by

the altar of the new bogn Inrant, and in-
tonirg the hvmn of the angels, ¢ Qloria
in Exceleie D-ul” Nay,more, if puverty
presses 80 hard that there is no-Christ-
mas present at home, they can oarry
with them the loving Bibe of Bethlehem
in their bosoms, for Hs Who was born in
n stahle will nut disdsin to enter the
himblest heart that opens its door to re-
ceive Himo “

From the birth of the Divine Son of
Miry flow all the consolations of the
Cuni~tian religion,  From that Yock-hewn
miable of Bethlehem flow all the living
waters which hesl our wounds and relieve
our sufferings. :

It in with grest reason, then, tbat all
nations r«joice on Coristmas mogn, with
its stars, its brilliantly illuminated Mass,
its noly Canticles and 1ts heavenly con-
solations, The Infunt Baviour gave
Himself for our ransom on the glotious
iestival. Let it be a reminder to all
who cun do sn, to give something to
cheer the less fortunsate «f this world.
Ihe hand o1 the little orpban is stretoh-
ed ont in onr churches on Christmas
morning fn mute but elogquent appenl
tur chaiity ; shivering poverty implons
® passing aims ne we leave God's temple;
the very poir have ohildren as dear to

them as are the children of the rich to,

their parents. Charity begets happineas ;
the litile angels in heaven wiil offer
grateful prayers for those who con:fort
the com&rt.less in the world helow. Let
Christian sculs then, fix the love of the
Infunt Saviour, do all they can to make
;eryone’s a Mecry Christmae.—Cutholic
eis.
SE————————

CHRISTMAS CHEER.
City and District Savinas Bn.ni and
Montreal Charities.

The City and District Savings Bank in
conformance with its usual custom dis-
tributed the following dobnatinns to
Montreal charities out of its year’s pro-
fits. The money was distributed on
Saturday. :

QGrey Nuons ....... .
d for 8¢, Joreph Arylum ......

eeceveesesrses § B30
250

[*]
do for 1he Hail of 8. Joseph
Axylum 100
do forthe Biind Asylom........ H ]
do for the Hall of Nusareth
’ ARYINM . cieiaianaranrincnes 100
do 10 ibe Rev.Cure of theparich
ot 8t, Joseph ‘for the poor
o thal ParisB... «ivieeecaes 100
8t. Palriek’s Orphan ArYIM. coceaneeie 00
8t Brioget’s Houns of Rufuge for aged
and 1nflrm deetittle persons. ..., &0
Bt. Bridget's Houke of Refuge for night
refugs for Jdertituie poor 500
Far the poor of 8L, Palrick’s Chareh., b L0
Fur the poar of 8t Aon’s Lhurch .....0 b L)
For the piowr of 8t Mary’s Chureb ... 0
Biusters of Providence ....... 6o
Bisiers of Providenoe, for the Hall of
Visitation slresl asylum....ee oo 165
Blsters of Providence, fur the Baered
Hearl Asylum, Fu]lnm rireet,,.... 100
Bisters of Providencs, for the Deal and
Dumb ARYIUM. oo .0 riiiee seiseee 8.0
Blsters 1 Providenee, Visitation street,
v the R-v, Cure of B, HridgeL's
parish, ot the poor of thal pail=h . 187
fieters of Piovidince, 8t, Calherine
pireet 10 1he Rew, Cure ofihe parish
of thie Bacred Heart, for the poor of
thal parish ... iieeceeineseesias e 167
Biste's of Providenea Sacred HNeart
Ary um, Fu‘lum »breet, 10 the Rev,
Cure o1 8!, Vineent de Paul, for the
POvT of 'hul PAridh ...c.cieecsiascer 168
Riglers of Me1e® ..o.0 oo vee ticnniacnans 40
8 gersof 1he Good Shepherd ........00 50
ttathole Or hunaee, ¥, Caiherine 8t, n
Deatand Dumb Arylum, Cote 8t, Louls 200
N1, Vinoent de Panl Hosplee. ....ceve e o
Nu're Dame Hospital...,.. cscansiarrenas 500
Muontresl Genersal Hospital oo o (71
ProtestsnL Houwe r1 Iudusiry and Re-
fuge........ ceserensnase o 800
Mantreal Dispensary...... . 00
Ladien’ repevolenl Snelety, 400
Protertant Orphan Ay I0m. cvcueee coere 10
Pratestant Intantn? H me.,.ceeuiceears 383
Protestant Indu<irial Koums . ccieans 180
1Tnivermily Lying-tn Hospltal .......... pLT)
JI-rvey INSLINIO. cov veire.onserae 1
Protestant Churoh Homea,..,.... v
Mackay Iustitute for Protistant Dzaf
Mutes sete vaseetienasiarsesesneanit 100
Women’™s HORPHAL . icvicisiieererssconts 100
Hebrew Yovung Men's Benevolent Bo-
ClOLY .ii .ot ee turtainne seee vere 80
Hebrow Ladies' Bsnevolent Soolely.... 50
$10,800

E—————
‘A POWERFUL PLEA.

We draw the attenticn of our readers
to the following despatch, that ocame
from Brooklyn, N.Y., on the 18th of this
month : :

BrooxLYR, Dec, 18.—The Rev. Father
Mahoney, pastor of the Church of Qur
Liady of Goud Counsel, Putnam avenue,
near Ralph avenue, Brooklyn, aided by
his agsistants, has, dnring the past week,
mude a house to house canvass of bia
parish to satisfy himself as to the extent
of the prevailing distress. The resuits
of his enquiries were made known in a
rather startling manper to bis congrega-

tion yesterday. At every Mass he as

cended the altar steps and graphically

pictured cases of hunger and destitution-

‘| 8 at pr«sent.
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leads to Consumption. Stop

the Cough, heal the Lungs
and strengthen the System
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world over, endorse it.
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of which ha had beenan eye-wilness.
“ Never in all my experience,” he said, -
*“ has Brioklyn been in such a condition
Bundreds of families are
starving right here in our midat. Uulees
relief comes, and that speedily, the re-
snlis will be appalling Lo contemplate,
I have seen strong men, scber and in-
dustrious, actually hegging for bread to
feed thex starving childron, Furmonths
they bave been out of employment,
There is no work for them, nox are Lhiere
any indications that the sitnation will
improve fur two or three months at
lesst, This is the first time in my career
that I have been obliged to unre such
language. 1 have. invariably held that
actual want and poverty are cauged by
the pecple themeselves; that they are
shiftless, ependibrifte, or drunkards.
This time 3t is d.4l.rent, Gou d, honest
families are feeling it. The litiie they
had been able 1o save hnaa disapjeared.
In mapy homes in the district this morn-
ing thera is not as much as a loaf of
hread, Woe tothe men who have brought
this about. A blight seems to have
fallen upon the country, and for no ap-

| purent xreason. There is no panic ; at

least there shonld be none. No disense
is spreading among us. The prospects of
good crops were never fdirer, Every-
thing puints to & better spring than we
have had in twenty years. Now, how-
ever, we are, and for a few montha to
come will be, face to face with actual
sia1vation. Money is not in circu'ation.
The building trades are at a standstill.
Men who have the muoney baps tied up
will not loosen the strings. What has
caueed thies condition? The tricks of
bloodhvunds, who call themselves men,
In oxder to crush the unfortunate toiler
they have closed up factories and milies.
Iudnstries have been crurhed, praduc-
tiun curtailed that prices may be forced
up. No one feels it but the unfortunate
workman, He is made tofeel it, so that
next year he will be glad to 1ake what-
ever wages the bioodhound ia willing to
ufter. Ever dollar we had, every cent we
oullected, day after day, during the past
week, has been rent to relieve the actual
wants of the moment. The Ixdies at-
tached to the church, the sewing snciety,
and the 8t. Vincent de Paul members
have doneall they enuld. but the tide of
‘voverty is ko preat that they cannot fight
it buck. Neither do Lhe Charity com-
missioners seem able to deal with Lhe
distress. I want you to give every cent
you have to prevent bundreds of deaths
by starvation. I do not appeal to the
rich, I am afraid it would be useless.

want it from those who need all they
have, who know what it is to want them-
welves. Give a little and shaw the world
how the poor can help the poor in their
hour of need.” The Rev. Father
Maboney has the reputation of being
one of the most conservative Catholio
clergymen in Brooklyn. For that reason
his language caused a decided sensation.
The oupgregation gathered in groups
outside to discuss his plea for the poor.

W

Why are Parliamentary reports called
“ hlue-books 1 Beoause they are never
re(a)d. . :

e
A MopEL_ SERVANT.—Lady Visitor:
That new girl of yours seems very nice
and quiet. Mistress of thehouse: Yes—
she’s very quiet. She doesc’t even dis-

turb the dust when she’s c.caping up &
room. L IR _



