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mg;- When I use the word religion, I mean spirituval religion;
g, c..um of the heart, the peculiar principles and prospects, and
Riog ;, ;" of the Gospel ; but_it is undeniable that spiritual reli-
“arg W O be fostered and diffused by the instrumentdlity of out-
CAns prospered by the influences of the Spirit. Ordinances
o *ard means of grace are of God’s pwn appointment, and
i tig > therefore, know them to be hecessary, even if |h‘e con-
‘ Yoy o " Of human nature did not prove them to be so; if then
%mme desirous of planting or propagating true religion in any
) “.n“}’.v or in any distinct body of men, you, must begin by
My, "% its outward ordinances.  In support of this principle 1
M PPeal to the authority of St. Paul, “ Row shall they believe
Vithgy, . *hom they have not hewrd 5 and how shall they hear
ot 9‘-1, 2 preacher ; and how shall they preach except they be
Niepy .a . But I have said that seamen stand peculiarly in need of
My, Uslance, | During a great part of their lives, except those
'fo ™ on hoard the larger vessels, they are of necessity debarred
hgi(,n ‘le Partaking in the most solemn and impressive ri!es.ol re-
“leof’ the greater need is there of their Feing urged to a diligent
"y o1 2€M when they miay he resorted to,” But they are not
i, Uhiect 1o this spiritual privation; they are, at’ the same
"eed’exl’o-“(’d to great and peculiar templations 10 ungodiiness. 1
he ool enter iuto a detail of these moral dangers which besct
hay Iam"!", in the presence of those who will readily anticipate
‘ Yt Would say, hut I would remind vou of the cruelty and in-
‘ k,z ot so, indeed, estcemed and desiznzted by the world at
Bogiy,.. 20t not on that account the less eruel ang unjust,) of ex-
" alte tse poor men to so great and manifold dangers without
!'d«.ge ™pt. at least to furnish them with a preservative or an an-
'y ten;(’f Placing not only their lives in jeojaidy, but their sonls
Ring ol greater peril, for the sake of augmenting vonr secular
FGod "E0 by asmall expenditure, You may, under the biessing
e 18reativ mitigate and diminish those yerils, if not remove
Yiryy Mogettier.  Let me, in the next place, remind you that the
Yy, VA1 dangers to which this class of our hrethien is liable as-
hu‘ * an awfully formidable complexion, when we consider to
"ggika“}' accidents their jives are exposed, how many casnalties
boy <ely 1o shorten their season of repeniance and preparation,
4, 3% are hurried to their account unrepertant and unprepar-
thq, '\lt 8 the other hand; how enconraging aud improving to
ig ), TViving companions to be ableinsuch eases, 1o say, as was
‘ﬁn,,n € amiable chaplain of this institution, when cue of his
'Qllent 8 was swept away hy the walers, *¢ Happily, he wasan ex-
I'?llitu Man, and there was no doubt with those who knew his
dle_" al Plety and consistency of condict, that he was prepared to
* Whiy 18 conduct, adds Mr. Scoresby, was, in every case worthy
“r’, thr°f°S§i<>n; and afforded a proof, if such proof be neces-
) the At religion, when it is real, gives confidence and courage
i, *Ailor, “rather than destroys his bardihood and bravery.
Har poed, no proof is or can be necessary.  Who would not set
‘ h."“n ‘gher value upon the true moral fortitude of a pious man,
D Ny Mimmgveable principles of integrity and faithfulness, upon
hg re kastlrusl in the providenee of God, than upon the blind
"lﬁne: less hardihood of ignorance, the mere animal fidelity ef

Or habit, and the desperate carelessness of falalism ?

(To be Conlinued.)
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LBTTERs FROM .A FATHER TO HIS DAUGHTER.
(Concluded from p. 156-)

LETTER IIL

>~

¥,
! dear daughier,

{ Vg Murpy; Y recurring to your last letter, received at —_ 1

dete, PTised at the number of days which have slipped away since
ned that to morrow, 1 should write to you. Thus it is
N Pelty avocations of life steal away the “performance of
N wil) Tesolutions ; and while we are resolving that to morrow
“m.l-lc“"ect this or that ill habit, or commence this or that re-
ity s tosmorrow brings with it new allurements of pleasure,

h“ me

) . k."en}lr pressing duties, and we defer the more important
Ve .8 till 2 more propitious season®for its accomplishment.
0 time death may arrest us in the midst of our procras-

[

tination, and fix our conditions and our characters for ever. How
important then that we postpone every thing else until the great
concern is safe ! Itis the only one that descrvesa thought, com-
paritively speaking. = The first step to holiness is to be sensible of
our unwor:hiness, and Lo feel a desire to be made pure, and deh.-
vered from sinful propensities aud habits, When we feel this we
shall set ourselves serioush to seek the desired pardon and free-
dom from the domivion of sin. Many make sad mistakes in this
malter. Some think they ought at ouce Jo comprehend the charac-
ter of God and the maunver of Chrisg’s atonement and other myste-
ries of His Providence ; and hecause they - cannot, they beccme
discouraged. But you recollect the blind man whom Jesus restored
did pot see clearly at once, but saw « men as trecs, walking.”
There are many things in the councils of God, of which we must
be contented in this life te be ignorant.

There are other persons who think, or seem to think, that ifthey
findthemselves affected at religious meetings, and are able to make
use of cerlain phrases that arein vague, that is evidence of their
picty. Others lay great stress on certain feelings and think they
must love the Saviour with the same strength and jamiliarity of
affection which they feel towardsany earthly object. We shouid
feel our need of Hun, and then we ghall soon he enabled to feel
in acceptance through him. They it iy that we come to Christ,”
by which I understand the willineness of our vuce proud but now
subdued hearts, to be saved of his jnere mercy and not by our
merits, and to enter upona life of humible obedience to ali his come-
mands.

Therc are many words and vhrases used by religious persons
which probably are understood by themselves. hut which never
conveyed any definite idea to wy mind. 1 tried to understand
them but was unable. - When 1aiq aside all hooks of deep ques-
tionsin theology, and left off endeavering to comprebend any
thing refating to them, and besag 16 look nto my ewe: heart a0l
life, it made me sorvowful and humble, but I hope praverful 5 and
Ifound peace. 1t is Lhe peace of Gid, and passeth alt uadersian
ing. 1 pray that you may fiud it. 1t is sometimes found
way of o stricdife of humble obedience Lo every thing whice,
in his word has required, regacdiess of the smiles and frowns of
the world 5 yet not relying on such attempied ohedience as the
ground of acceptunce with kim. Only secis the Lord—Llie will
certainly be found.

St

Srrrsasstvrtaaas

Fasts are seasans nppointed for deep humiiiation before Ged :
such as the forly days of Lent 5 but chicfly Ash-Wednesday and
Good- Friday. Festivals should be kept with devotion and ten:-
perance; fasts shonld be observed with praver, abstinence, and
inward contrition. 1 Cor. v. g; Joel ii. 15, 18, 17 5 Isaiab xlviii.
5,6, 7, S.—Sword’s Almunac. :

Sundays in Advenl, beginuing Nov. 26.—The four Sundays be-
fore Christmas have the name of Advent, from the Latin~ con.-
pound verb advenire, to come to. They are desigired to prepare
us for celebrating with becoming faith, seriousness, and devotion,
the advent of Christ in the flesh; and to direct our view to that
second aglvent, when he wil) come to judge those to whom he be-
fore came to offer his salvation. The language of the Church,
therefore, in reference to both views of this holy season, is—
« Prepare yethe way of the Lord.” St. Luke iii. 4.—1Ibid.

It may be proper to observe, that it is the peculiar computa.
tion of our Church, to begin her year, and torevive the annual
course of her services with this time of drent;” For she neither
follows the course of the sun, or moon to number her days, and
measure her seasons, according to her revolution ; but Jesus
Christ being to her as the only sun and light whereby she is guid-
ed, following his course ajone, she begins, and counts on her year
with bim. When this Sun of righteousness, therefore, doth arise,
that is, when his coming and incarnation are first propounded to
us, then degins the year of the Church, and from thence are all
her other days and times computed.—Ibid. :

Religion was never yet thoroughly relinquished by a heart full
of the world. The world in return cannot be completely enjoyed
where there is just religion enough to disturb its false peace. In
such minds heaven and earth ruin each other’s enjoyments.—
Hannah More.



