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THE STATE OF PARITIES.

A curious and important movewent iz afo t in
the political parties of the Province of Quwbec.
There is a marked division amang both the
Liberals and Counservatives; and in both cases
the difference has arisen out of personal causes.

The old Rouge party was ably represented by
La Patrir, whose influence was almost exelu ive
80 long as M. Joly coutinned as leader. Butwhen
that gentleman resigned in favor of M. Mercier,
la Patric became so lukewarm in its adhesion
that the new chief of the Opposition resolved
upon establishing an organ ofhisown. This he
has succeeded in doing, despite an array of tinan-
cial and other difficulties. Le Temps will heuce.
forth be pitted against La Puairic and a lively
warfare may be anticipated. M. Mercier pro-
fesses to be a moderate, while the other wing is
confessedly radical, especially in its democratic
ideas. While La Pairic has a strong backing,
is commercially prosperous, aud enjoys the pres-
tige of & purity of oceupation in the political
field, Le Temps is supportel by some of the very
best men in the Liberal ranks, such ss M. Mar-
chand, editor-in-chief, Messrs, Laflanimy, lau-
rier, Langelier, Poirier, Tremblay, Chiistin, and
Bouthillier.

The Conservatives are divided in a precisely
similar manger. The old governiog party is
still valiantly represented by La Miacree und
Le Monde, while the secessionists or Castors have
a doughty champion in L' Etendurd. Tte patrons
of the latter are by no misans insignificent men.
M. De Boucherville has been Premier of the
Province. Dr. Ross has been President of the
Council, and is otherwise & man of ability, M.
Beaubien has been Speaker of the Legislative
Assembly, M. Trudel is a Senatorand a power.
ful writer. We know less of M. Bellerose, al-
though we believe that his influence is circum-
scribed and local. The cause of contrution is
ostensibly the sale of the North Shore Railway,
and the subsequent administraiion of M. Mous.
sean, but there is reason to believe that the real
motive power of the Castors iy mainly personal.

There are many men in both pirties who d-.
vlore these divicions, regarding them as signs of
pusillanimity and sources of weakuess. From
our point of view, we do rot share that opinion.
In so far as they result in stitring public opinion
causing the people to read and take an interest

in political questions, thess quarrelsare a health-
ful symptom. They show that the electors are

willing and able to judge for themselves, that
they refuse to be blindly led, and they are not
afrald to exnct of their chiefs a strict account of

their stewardship, Even if it be proven that
the guiding spirits are ruled by personal and
selfish motives, the resnlt will be none the less
beneficial, because the wass of the people are
influenced only by the general argument.

From another point of view, however, these

wranglings are singnlarly out of place at this
particutar time. The French Canadians are
practically omnipotent in this Province. Since
1867 they have had the managrment of atfairs
almost exclusively in their own hande. They
have to shoulder the responsibility of the present
lnmentable condition of things in Quebec. The
situation is of the gravest character, and it is
their duty to faceit. They need not expect to
get assistance from Ottawa, for that is utterly
out of the question, aud their leader knows it.
Instead, therefore, of branching off wildly into
four parties or factions, raking up old issnes, de-
bating purely theoretical questions, and tearing
up the reputation of their best men on both
sides, they onght to tighten their ranks, ap-
proach each otherin a generous spirit of concilia-
work together to draw their native
Party

tion, and
Province out of the Slough of Despond.
ought to give way to country, aud polities
should be merged iu patriotism.

We shall be told that this union is utopian.
We are afraid it is. Butit onght not to be.
The present is not the first time that Canadian
administration has been driven intoa eul-de-sae.
It is not the first time that the hard necessity of
coalition has been met with and bravely ac-
cepled. The history of the MeNab-Morin ad-
ministration should be a standing lesson for our
statesmen. The example of George Browun, in
1864, proves conclusively that when there is a
great object in view—uo less thau the salvation
of the country—the strongest passions can he
silenced, and the greatest sacrifices cheerfully
made. The occasion is a vitaloue.  The oppor-
tunities of doing a good act are splendid. Let
the nliras of both parties go on with their non-
but let the moderate, sensible men
cotlesce, at least for a time, until the old Pro.
vince is saved.

sense,

THE SALMON FISHERIES.

Mr. Whitcher's communication in your illus.
trated unamber of the 7th inst, wlmits that
with all the assiztance derived from fish-hatch-
enes ns well as protection, our salmon fisheries
have not improved to the extent anticipated a
quarter of a century ago, wh.n the Government
system of protection was initinted. The public
ofticials connected with these fisherizs at the
time were told and warned that their system
would be worse than useless. The existence on
the shores of the St. Lawrence withia tidal in.
fluences of hundreds of fixed weirs,—the use by
the permission of the Government in their
leases, of mesh nets, anchored in the course of
the fi-n, along the shores to and from their fish-
eries to the sea, would destroy, as has been done
the fish hatched in localities above the tidal
flow, —thas there could be no return of the fish
produced in the hatcheries of Ontario. The
young salimon could not reach the sea, aud any
that might huve escaped, risked capture in these
engines ou their retura ; hence the fourteen
years operations in Outario were against nature
and common sense. Among other grave mis-
takes was the leasing of the fisheries in the
ditfereat Provinees and aliowing these destiue-
tive nets to be used therein. The leases have
been duclared illegal, and it is now a fair ques-
tion whether the local governments cat lease
these fisheries and allow in ‘* floatable rivers,”
the anchoring ol fixtures which cannot be placed
in auy position, without impeding the public
right of navigation with boats and other small
crait. The titles giviug leave to fish with any
kind of eugines originally granted would appear
to be abrogated by the recent law changing the
tenure, and for which the grantees have been
indemnified ; however that may be, itisa sound
principle that no fixtures can be tolerated that
obstruct navigation.

The objection to fixed engines of any kind in
the capture of salmon way fully discussed many
years ago ;all nataralists and men of science
condemu them.  The gentlemen of the Fish and
Giuue Protection Clab in your eity have before
them in a minuate book the most conclusive
opinions on the suhject, and | would most re.
spectfully suggest to these sportsmen to give the
lordly salmon a helping hand, as it must be re-
membered that the St Tawence with its tnbn.
tanes tincduding the Ouawa and the Sagu-nay
and their tributariesy forms the connecting link
between the great lakes of the VWest and the
tides of the Atlantic crestiug a fishing ground
anrivalled in capacity and extent. Every tri-
butary in this vast ficld may- be restocked, but
the obstacles preventing the migration to the
sea from the spawning grounds of the young
salmon’ and the return of the fish must be re.
lmm. ol, or the spending of public money is use-
€85,

F. W. G, Auvsris,
Maple Hurst, 6th July, 1883.

THE MARQUIS OF LANDSOIVNE,

The - Maruis of Lorne, whose tarm of service
as Governor-Ganeral of Canada will be comploted
in Qetober, is to he succeeded by the Marquis of
Lansdowne.

The Right Hon. Henry Charles Keith. Petty-
Fitzmaurice, Marquis of Lansdowne, who was
boru in 1845, i3 the elder sou of Henry, fourth
Marquis, K.G., his mother being the Hon.
Emily Jane Elphinstone de Flahanlt, eldest
dnughter of the Comte de Flahault, Zand Baron-
esse Nairne in her own right.  IHe was edocated
at Eton and at Balliol College, Oxford, nnd was
formerly a2 Captain in the Wilts Yeomanry
Cavalry. He succeeded his fathor in the Mar.
quisite and other titles in 15668, lord Laus.
downe was a Lord of the Treasury from 1863 to
1572, aud Under Sceretary of War (rom the
Iatter date till 1874, e was appointed Under
Secretary for ludia when Mr. Gladstone took
ofhice in 1880, bhut retired two months after-
wards, owing to a disagreement with the lrish
policy of the Government. He is n magistrte
for Wiltshire, and also for the County of Kerry,
His lordship married, in 1869, Lady Maud
Evelyn Hamilton, youngest daughter of the
Duke of Abercorn.

THE LATE BISHOP CoLENNO.

The Right Rev. John William Colense, DD,
Bishop of Natal, whose death last week was an-
nounced from Duarban, was born in 1814, He
early gave signs of remarkable arithmetical and
mathematical ability, and at Cambridge gradn-
ated in 1386 ns Second Wrangler and Smith’s
Prizemau, receiving a Fellowship from his Cal.
lege (8t. John's) where he becare assistant
tutor. He speedily turned his fondness for
figures to account by publishing two elementary
works on Algebra and Arithmetie, which at once
become the stapdard sehool works of the day,
alinost completely supereding the elder tex:-
books. These were followed by a mare ad-
vanced Algebra and a work on Plane Trigono.
metry. fu 1840 he was appointed Rector of
Forncett St. Mary, and iu that little village
worked hard for seven years, being oifered, and
acceptine, the Bishoprie of Nutal in 1338,
There he devoted himself to missionary lnbors
with characteristic encrgs, studied Zulu, and
compiled a grammar and dictionary of that
tongue, not, however, neglecting the literature
of his own country, as, amongst other things,
he published a uew translation of the Epistle to
the Romuans, with comments, which execited
considerable discussion at the time, for he ex-
pressed a fervent hope that the heathen would
be saved, and pronounced against eternal pun-
ishment. His next work, however, was one of
far greater importance, and one which threw all
religious eireles in England into a fever of con.
sternation, and ecansed its author in many direc.
tions 1o be looked upon as an absolute heretic.
It was entitled ** The Pentatevch and the Baok
of Joshua Critically Fxamined.,” [n this De.
(olenso, as a recent writer remarks, boldly at-
tacked the Mosaic authorship of the books in
question, and poioted out in derail what he
consideterd to be flaws fatal to the historical ac-
curacy of the narratives contained in thewm.
Moreover, his view was that the New Testament,
in quoting these baoks as authoritative, werely
went aceording to the traditions of the Jewish
Church, without any exumination of their elaim
to accuracy. As may be imagined, such out-
spoken opinions raised a theclogical tempest,
The books were condemned by the Houss of
Convoeation—though only, be it sand, by a
small majority—and the Metropolitan  of the
Cape, Bishop Gray, pronounced Dr, Colensy’s
deposition from his Dishopric. Tuen cosued a
iong litigation, which ended in the Privy Coun-
cil pronouncing that Bishop Gray had uo juri«-
dictinn whatever in the atter. Next the
Council of the Colonial Bushoprics” Fund de-
clined to pay Dr. Colenso his stipend, but here
again he was suecessfol, and he continued in his
see until the day of his death—his admirers and
followers presenting him with a purse of threo
thousand guineas as a testimonial. [u 1374 he
again visited England, and was inhibited by
various Bishops from preaching within therr
Dioceser. While in England he championed the
cause of Langlibalele, and so impressed Lord
Carnarvon that he commuted the sentence on
that chiefl into simple banishment. This action
and his pronmmce({ sympathy with the natives
of South Africa caused him much unpopularity
in Nutal, and this was not bettered by the in.
tercourse he held with Cetewayo and the 71lus,
by whom he was known as ¢ Father of his peo-
plo.”  His correspondenee with Sir Bartle Frore
amd his urgent pleadings on behalf of the Zatus
are matters of bistory tuo well known to need
recapitulation here.  When the King became a
captive he visited him in his pricoa at C pe-
town, and did his utmost to sofien the rigors of
his coufinement, Since that time thee s nttle
to rceord of Dr. Colenso’s career, save that b
continued his transiations ol the Ser. ptures into
Zaly, and ever labored for the welfare of “he
natives, by whom he will be deeply regretted as
astavnch and true friend.

TUE LATE SIR WILLIAM KNOLLYS,

General the Right Hon. Sir Willinm I
Kunollys, K.C.1%., Gentleman Usher of the Litck
Rod, who died recently, was born or. Augist
1st, 1797. He was the eldest son of the lite
General William Knollys, who for many years !

helid the title of Farl of Bunbury until the House
of Lords decided hix claim to the Karldom, and
began his military career ax a cadet at Wacl-
wich, Ho entered the nrmy as ensign in De.
camber, 1818, and served in the Peninsular War,
His regiment did not take pactin the Battle of
Waterloo, but formed part of the Army of Qc-
cupation of Paris, and there Sir William often
mounted guand at the Palais Koyal aud Lnxem.
bourg. After passing throngh the interme tinte
grades, he beeame Major-tieneral ju 1854, in
which year he was also made Governor of
Guernsey. In the following year he was ap.
pointed to the command of the Division then
forming at Aldershot, and under his supervi.
sion the camp there was orzanize«l. From
April, 1861, to July, 1862, he was Vige-Presi-
dent of the Council of Military F-lucation, and
he resigned that appointment to enter the ser-
vice of the Prince of Wiales as his Treasurer and
Controller of his Household. In 1877 he re.
ceived (row the Queen the nppointment of Gen-
tleman Usher of the Black Rod, anl became
Groom of the Stole to the Prince of Wales, A
few days before he died the Times tells us he
was gazetted in snccession to the late Lornd
Rokeby to the Coloneley of the Scots Guards,
the regiment in which his father had served, and
which he himself had eotered seventy yvears
hefore. The honor thus couferred on him he
highly apprecinted, and when it was otlered to
him he is reported to have declared that he pre.
ferred it to the peerage which as a youth he had
lost—referring in his obssrvation to the Farl.
dom of Banbury., In 1530 Sir William Wuoollye
married Elizabeth, daughter of the late Sir John
St. Aubyn.

AN association of newspapersiu Wear Virginia
are considering the proposal to begin the uwe of
the new spellings which have been recommenided
by the Fnglish and American Philogical So.
cieties, The committee does us the honor to
ask suguestions on the step. There iv {ittle to be
said bevond what the intelligence and common
sense of the association have alreadv at com-
mand. The results of the experiments begun
by the Chicago Tribuvie und other prpers soma
fonr years ago are well known 1o the public.
They are favomble in one poiut, anl not very
favorable in another. The acoeptance of the
reform by the people has besn rapid and appre.
ciative, far beyvond what there was reasou to
expeet, judging from the history of previous
changes in the langnage.  Ruat the support of
the prese has been inadequate. There are many
intlueatial journals that aceept the principle of
reform, but they delay under various pretexes
putting it in practice, and accardingly the news.
papel advanee is much less than that among the
people.  To remedy the defeet there 1s needed
Just the action which the Wheeling lutelliven.
cer and the West Virginin Press Association are
contemplating. In beginning such a movement,
it i3 very important thatits nature be thorough.
Iy understosd.  The reader of the associated
journals should know, ot the outser, that the
work they are called npon to take part in isnot
onte for mirre personal pleasure, but for the wreat
good of the public. [tis undertaken in response
to the earnest recommendations of the tost
eminent scholars and philanthropists of the
Eunglish speaking countries, and their purpose is
not any immediate returns to our in tividual cash
box, but to secure immense advantages for thase
to vome after us. lu view of tho inestimable
gains we may confer on our children and the
countless generations of the fature by making
the language perfect, plain, simole and regular,
we are presuined to be willing to inenr a sbght
sacrifien of present comfort, to sutfer « livtle halt
in the ease of our readiug in order that the mil-
lions who are to take up the task after ns may
be spared the years und years of needles labor
whizh we have wasied on our orthographic chaos,
Thero is undeniably u gainmn the very first steps
toward a perfect system, bat it is so slight com-
pared with the trouble of changiug old habits
that it is not worth uaming. Wemnay at once call
the beginning a sacrifice, bat we should adid that
it i3 a sactifico which every person of publie spirit
shouldfglory inmakinyg, which every lov.r ot his
race shouid even hasten with impatience to be.
gin. Heshould take up his paper, magazine or
book with its well-considered, well-approved
simplifications wad he should welcomr. with the
gladness of charity, with the trivmphaut joy of
the martyr whatever crucifixtion of old associa.
tions the truth may be required to be made. And
he will easily do this, if he will but kecp in
view the uob%n otject of the work, and instead
of thinking solely ot his own solfish case will
bestow a thought on the beunefit and happiness
of others, A movement of this character will
command, it is to be hoped, vne nnanimous sup-
port of the assvcintion.  Starting with the force
and authority of such a body success will ‘be as-
sured at once.  The ditticulties whieh beset the
pioneess who eutered the path in a straggling
sort of way, without complete uniformity of step
and concert of action, will be avoided by the
wembers of this association.  They will eseape
the objection of eucouraging chao., every editor
with hig separate system ; their co-dperation in
the reform will ot be mistakea for a mere news-
paper sensation, the * boom' of a single journal
or the bid of this or that journalist for notoriety.
Setting ont as one body, following the path
which has been clearly marked out by the
philological societies of Eagland and America,
they cannot fail of a brilliant success. Theirs
will be the first association of the kind in the
LEuglish-speaking world ‘to take a definite step

for the reform of the language,




