
508 THE HEIRESS.

He stooped towards her and kissed her cheek ; hie glazing eyes turned tenderly towards ber. la
but not content with that, she threw ber arme eager- an instant she arose-Mowbray stood beside her-
ly around bis neck: and placing her hand in his,

" <jot so coldly, do not kiss me so coldly," she " Dearest uncle, bless us," she said. i1 obey
passionately exclairned. "-Ah, my dear uncle, your you, and give myself to him, whom you have chosen
love is ail 1 have in the world-do not take it fron for me."
me-I cannot bear the thought of that." Mr. Hope laid bis bande upon their united ones,

"God bless you, my Annabelle," he said, es be and said, with difficulty
strained her to his breast, and fondly kissed ber lips. Gcd bless you, ny chitdren ; 1 die happy.,
"It would be hard, irdeed, not to love you, my child, le amiled brightly, and foil back upon the pillow.
and it is because I love you so much, thct I am thua Annab'le leared over him, but the spirit had led to
anxious for your happiness." bu wbo gave it, and casting berseif beside the

She looked up at him with a radiant smile, though pallid day, ivbieh sbe bad so long and dearly loved,
her face was bathed in tears, and then withdrawing abe wreatbed ber arma around the neck, and burst
fron bis arme. glided rapidly from the apartment. mb a passion oftears. The phyaicien just theu en-
But tilt a late hour she heard bis restless step in the terecX but bis cares were not needed for the dead.
library, and she felt a pang of self.reproach, at the Auribelle, bowever, waa shorUy in a state to require
thought that ber sefibshness was disturbing, and then.
giving pain to the beart that go fondly loved ber, and WVen, witb difficulty, she was forced from the

hich, froni eariy cbiidhood, had been devoted to bier renin of ber unele, and conveyed to ier own
appiness and confort. She could not sleep tit she apartGient, she abandoned herself to the mot exce-.

heard himi seek bis chanber, end hnped bie bad goHe sire grief, and f conpletely bacd the ides taken pos-
quietly to, rest, and then on bier ieary cyclida feI session of ler mnd, that the pme sirvich were the
bat bam, whicb steepa even guilt, and misery m inhimediate cause of ber unese's deati, ad been oc-

swcet oblivion of their woes. casioned by lier resolute opposition to bis wiabes, tha:t
Sbe knew not how far tbe nigbt had waied, when as constant iv exclaimed sie oad kilyed hiloaed

s'he,, ws denly and fe-irfully awbcned ly tbc vio- bshefore the morning dawned, she was raving with de-
lent and repcEd ringingi of ber unnle's bell. A lirium. A brain fever was the consnequence and
bustle on the stairs liei-btened ber alarm, and dthougb its d angerous. criais ivas safety passede ita
springing from tiie bcd, se threw oni ber drsn debilitatied , u fthects, kept ber several week overin .
gown and i e jusf. going ouf, wlen some one eappc on the b horders of tbe grave. During the period of
quickly at lier door. ,itb a beating cart, she W lier ilinesa, Mowbray's defoted tendérness, and hie
opencd it, and Mowbray, pale and anitated, stood intense anxiety for ber recovery, won h em golden
before ier. opinions froi a i iv o were interested in the lovly

IlyFor God's sake, my dear A wnabelle, corne wilh Annabelle, and rndered the wbispered rui urs of
me to your uncle I li said, treathltssly; mie i- bis approacine marriage with ber a subject of go-
1 fear bie is dying. neral rejoicing.

Tbe terrified girl uttered a piercing shriek, rnd But ivitb returning healtb, the buoyant spirit of
bounding past hlm, pauaed not til she atood ioinsin jOY and yappinesa returned notto hersaddened mind.
ber unce'a apartment. There bie lay, apparently in 1She seenicd indifferent to aIl about ber, and tbough
tbe agonies of deatb-ber guarýlian, bier guide-ai- 1abe permitted bowbray to consider bier as bis affi-
most baer only friend. Oh, ho painfully did the anecd bride, she again told wh witb unresered
scene of rbe prceding evening recur to ber, A lrium.eAsba ehe co o nsuencea

could be now be restored to ber, ow cbeerfully Mo bray' selflove woutd bave been more gratfied
would she yied heracîf to the fulilment of his every couil ihe bave succeeded in awakening isw ber a
wih! Mrs. Fedon ias supporting, im in ber arma. oarmer sentiment than friend uipn; but as br wooed
and Scipo, bis favourite attendant, cbafing his banda, ber lnot for erself alone, toug te ertainly loved
wile severat of the female servants stood in tears lier as well s a gambler ray e supposed to love
around the ed. any thing, except the dice box, h was rejoiced to

Annabelle rushed forwnard and cast rerself on ber obtain ber epon any tere, and anxious i mediately
knees beside h!". She tourt ler eart " ould to apcre ber, lest some untoward event should even
break; no tear came to ber relief, nnt a word (s- yet deprive bim of ber. He accordingly named an
caThe ierrifi, h tterd a piercig shret cn- iar y ay for their union, and L he quietly acquiesced
bouingaly pfasfl âtr tosom, as soizng lii u cic's cold in bis wishes, passively resigned to ber inevitable
hand, se clasped it in bath hers, a pd sealed ber lips fate, and indifferent as to the aeriod Of is fulfilment.
convulsively upon it. A feîv minutes passed in this And tittle, indeed, was there of bridaI joy in bier
manner, and fot a sound broke tbe deathe-ie silence, aspect, wen on te mornin appointed for their

shen Annabele fet der fners sligtly prcssed by nutia bhe made ber appearagi ce, dreased n t e
boc of ber dying nele. S re ooud hp and met habilinents tmouriing, and attened by onn bride-


