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!hundermg knock onc mommg announccd some well-bred
. footman; ahd our hltle ebony attendant’ entered: wnh two little
{hree cornered” foted. An: invitation ! I e\clmmed with de]xght,and
at the Glovels too,answered Mrs, C— ,and then she paused—-
awful pause Shan’t 'we -go'? L said;” half fnghtend to. death,’
Why yes, in'a hesitaling:tone, but Mr, C= —don’t like pattics,
‘and to tell you truth, Maria, he has- been 50 Jong:“out. of sociéty
(meaning-he never was in it); T am affiid he will commit some
blunder:' Oh ! we.can go -without him. you know, by “all’ means,'
“let him stay.at home. ‘We can’tido thaty said Mrs. C——ina
decidéd manner ;:Jadies never o hete, unless accompnmed by
gentlemen ; we'll get . Sonie other nentlemun? Butno I Ifelt,
the’ lmpOSSlhlllly 5 no;man .in his common ;senses would : enter
“a'crowded room ‘with sch a.little object. on lua arm, perhaps :
“arrayed i in" rainbow - colours ;-'it'was inevitable;* we ‘must: fo
- with: M C—-s.nd T almost crying, is there no alternative, none’!
“Maria, none ! or believe -mie I would - avail myse]f of it,—for I
-know he will commit us—and himself. ‘And with this encourage-
ment,['was yot fool enough to accept.. Mr. C—'s dread of the
- party even: _surpassed ‘my delight; " the" paper. droppcd from; his -
"grasp,-go tothe: pnrty, Susic ! And at-the Glovers; too'! Why
you didn’t go last year'?. is that areason why I 'should:not: go
- this year, Mr: C 1. W are going, and you too.  Ma too:!
good gracious'! - why I'havn’t any pumps, or a waistcoat, -or
Mrs. C quictly waited for the rest of the catalogue.
-Oh! 11tell you what to do, sald he ina brisk tone, as a:sudden
.idea struck him ; lend them our silver forks:-and spoohs, that
:will :do as: well as.our going.” What. has: put that .into ‘your
“head, you stupid fool,said she evidently annoyed?. Nobody,only
-they borrowed them last year you know. ‘Tlicy did not,rephed she
now in a rage; you would not go last year; so I refused the invi- |
“tation, arid ‘sent- to offer :any thing T had, und she named a few
silver spoons and -forks.: Very likely, said the' poor man half
+bewildeted, that. was  the ‘way, Hewever: they s'cnt.lhe‘m] home
very nice and clean, dnd so we shan’t mind to lend them again’;
‘only T thought as you said last ‘year they invited' us only {o bot-




