
THE JUVENILE PRESDYT1LUIAN.

GUILTY OR NOT GUILTY?

A fcw wceks sunce two meni wcrc ou their trial for murdor
nt the assizcs ini one of our principal citles, and grcat was
the intcrest, feit in the case. The various forms and examina-
tions had lastcd ail day. Towards ovcning tho case was
concludcd, the Judgc sunmced up the evidcncc on b )tlh sîdcs,
and the Jury, upen whose vcrdict of Guilty or Nol GuilIy
depcndcd thc lives of tiiese mecn at the bar, wvcre locked Up
ini a roomi to dclibcratc. Wlîile the twelve jurors arec* thus
engagcd, let us briefly cxplain the origin of thi3 trial.

The cause is casily found. Tt was thc violation of God's
law ini brcaking His Sabbath. Somc thirty milcs bchind tic
city wherc Uic trial toek place is a wild township, in whichi
there are but feiv who rcvcrcncc the Blible, or cndeavour te
follow iLs tachings. The usual Sabbath occupation ofinany
thcerc alpcared to beasscmbling thcmsclvcs, not te «worship
God ini lus lbeuse of prayer, but for the purpos- of drinking
in tie Lavcnns wlîicli disgrace tic locality. As niay bie ima-
gincd quîarrcls arc frequcnt, horrid eaths profane the Sab-
bath day, and ne restraint is placed upon the angry passions
of the meni wh'o thus congregatc.

In one of those ta-erns a nuniber of mon -were carousing
on a Sabbath cvenuig ii i Febnuary, and aiuong thern a young
mian namcd Lee. A knock is heard at the deor. IL is Lee's
fatherwho had alse bccuî drunkuug, axîd betweca whoma and
the landiord Stone an angry quarrel existcd, but who is now
corne te seck his son. uIn the heuse ivas a poor lialf-witted
man) îîaued David, a servant, and ivho scarccly kncw right
frein wrong, God luaving deprived hixn of bis reason. At bis
niastcr's order David lets loose, some savage degs uipon Lee
whe seeke refuge in fliglît, but in vain, for at a short distanco
freni the bouse ho is pulled down by the anumals. WVlile
struggling witu the dogs, David with an iron poker, and
another mian with a club, beat Lce about tlîe head until ho
fails senseless on the snow, luis skull frightfiully cruslied, and
in a dyung state. Thus was a poor sinner luurricd inte the
presence ef bis Maker without a moent's preparation, nftcr
a life of sin and wickedness. What a lesson here te our
younîg reader te reveren)ce the Sabbath, and pric highly
Llucir advantagc.q. Me do net fcar that they will frequent
suclu scenes, but ive warn theun against the .sl.iglitest viola-
tien of the Sabbatli day, net knowing te -vbat aLîfu'à couse-
quences iL Mnay lcad.


