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PRESENT DAY MURAL DECORATIONS.

By Arthur Reymemir Jeninings

FIHE public taste an mutal  decoration fluctuates al-
l maxt as muoch, off not as rapidiy, as that o ladies’

dresses The tequitements of to-day are vers difler-
ent from those of ten vears ago, and, no doubt, in an-
uther decade other and disaimntar styvles wall be s vogue.
Indeed, the demand for novelly, while not so pronounced
i Fagland as 1ty i some countries abroad—the U mited
States, for eaxample=1s very seal, so that art students
and designers mav always be reasonably sure of finding a
mathet for ther  work, provuded, of course, that 1t s
novel and really decorative.

We may leave asude from present consideration  those
features of wodern decoration whieh bare proved to he
but shott-lined, aud  direct  our attention o the styles
which have temauned w favor for a long tite, or appeat
to be hikely to do so.

Tahtug wall papers an thetr various grades first,  the
questien has often been ashed whetlier the fashon as set
by the manufactuters, or whether it s distinet demand
ah the patt of the pubhic Probably caclh contnibutes to
the resuft  The wall paper manufzetuter who produces a
new atvle, o1 a seties of hatgings quite out of the ordin-
ary tun, wsually makes haste slowly © The producuon
of a sgle new design means the sk of not a little
mwoney, as  the cutting of the blocks or eyhmders  from
which the design s pranted as samewhat expensive.  For
thia reason oufv a few patierns that ate distinetly nosvel
are biought out i one scason M they meet with favor
=it the wales gustafy tt—the chee’™ s largely  inereased
the followitg vear

s worthy of note that a custom of the wall paper
ttade, waldely followed, 1n to repriat a selecuon of cer-
taie designs every thitty years of so. At present there s
a demand for pearl, white motte, and striped papers that
were popudar an the siaties

We may now consder the new styles which are most
ol fodday, and st among these must be placed n-
g’ paprers, ot thoze  wWhich are colored an the palp
f1om which the paper s made  This class of paper s
wualh erther quite plan, ot pninted waith a stope,  or
with a smatl dotted patters wwchucallv hnown as *pow-
deting 7 Tlaa pattetn s almost alwava prntod o the
same colot as the ground, but o hitle dather Mten the
difficietiee tn Gnt Yetwern gronnd atd pattetn s so small
that the design can handly be divevtned The wade use
of these  plamn of weathy plaan papets s geactally ad-
Batted 1o be ane of the beat evidences of the process of
applied art i mutal decatalion i tecent years

It may, at tust sight, be  thought that the use of
jlan papets doeas not ghve miuch eacoutagement for the
ATtst  \s a matter of fact, howevet, they are but rarely
wred, eueepliag o cobjulcton with a compatatively
Lupght and ofien elaborate fticze The reader who  has
studad destn Wil be quitk o tinderstamd
why i sattslac-
ey Ieaulia We will tahe a well futnished diming-roum
as an exatuple  Hete we probably have a goead many pie-

cvtalination  gives stch

tures upon the walls, and  the plain bachground, il the
proper hue s chosen, forms a setting or foundation for
them, which adds 1o thar beauty anstead of detracting
ftom 1t, as 15 alinost nnarnably the case when a con-
sprcious pattern s employed. The “powdering™ design,
so unoblinsive, yet serves 1o meely break up those por-
uons  of he surface where tere ate wo petures, wlile
the broad, holdly<dtawn freze, probably full of colormg,
gives a it cap to the wall surface, and {orms a com-
Linaton cfleetive and decorative,  And, be it observed, 1t
hardly matters how strong the colors are in the [rieze,
beeause 1t 1s above the  hime of pictures, while the  ex-
panse of plan surface will probably require a firm color-
gz order 1o produce a proper halance of parts and a
satindactoty whole.

1t 1s o the design of the fricze that the artist  will
find los greatest opportumties.  We do not now refer to
the ordinan patterned fuese or border, designed on what
Mr Lewis F o Day calls the “tureover’ principles—that
is, of a pattern having us left and right identical—but
rather 1o that class of design which 1s most sought at
the preseot tme  There are two divisions o this class,
or perhaps they might be more properly considered quite
separately.  The oirst as the “landscape fniese,” the see
ond the  “hand-stencilled frieze””  Both may be recom-
wended to the varnest study of the art student who has
rcachal that satisfactory stage—although so often dith-
wult  to et over—of  applying knowledge gained m a
school of art to the wants of the manufacturer.

Landscape {riezes have made steady progress in favor
duning the past year or two, and the writer is of optnion
that they will continue  to be used  for  some time to
come  Provided ihat they do not beeome oo comimon,
and that the mahers do not produce them in very cheap
quahties=for 1t 15 here the danger lies—there is much
1o hope flom them,

The use of all wall papers, both plan and those exe-
cuted 1w rehief, is open to the grave objection that, unless
great eare is exercised in hangmg them, the ornament of
the pattern will be mutilated.  Sometimes this is  the
Iault of the decorator, who has not tahen the trouble to
centte s pattern cven an the case of the mantelpicee,
which in most  rooms  is  the most conspicuous feature.
Iut {requently the patiern cannot be wade to “ft in”
and to place one feature of the design in the centre of
the wantelpiece  only  weans  that a similar ornament
would have to be cut at hoth corners. When a landscape
fricse s used the space to be covered must be carefully
censidered. because the efiect would he ruined if part of
the design were 1o be seen “gaing around the coraer,” so
o apeak.

Stauntons Limited.

A\ very condial invitation s extended by Stauntons
Limmitend, wall paper manufacturers, 931 Yonge street, to
thair customets and the  wall paper trade in general to
vsit ietr factary dunng the Totonto Exhibition.  The
companmy Wil alse have rootss at the Rugg Edward Hotel
duting the exlnlntton, and all visitors will he made very
welomme
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