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Looking at the tables in this light, there is little worthy of
notice. In so far ns the figures are concerned, there is scnrce-
.1y any sensible difference.  Lhe aum rajecd by the people for
educntional purposes excceds that of tho previous year by up-
wards of £1,300, Thisis one of the most encouraging aymp-
toms. If the allowance made by the Province on bebalf of
common cducation is considerably less, in proportion to the
population, than thnt of any surrounding colony or state, it is
pleasing te obscrve that the peoplo at large nre testifying their
appreciation of cducation, by their steadily incrensing contri-
butions. :

Last year, aa may bo scen from Table A, the people mised
nearly three times the amount contributed by the Province,—
n circumstance this of the utmost importance, not merely as fure
nishing strong ground for the impesition of dircct educational
‘asscasment, but as pointing out, acconling 1o the present rate
of attendance at school, the amount of nsscssment that ought
to ba lovied.

Another fact worthy of observation, ns presented to ug by
tho tables, is tho increased mimber of children receiving in-
struction.  In tho summer of 1858 there were 33,430 child-
ren at school, and 1ast sumnier, there were 37,844, nearly 4.
000 word, Snppesing the population of the Province to be
800,000, this exhibits nearly an cighth of the population in the
Ret of receiving education during the summer months, though
tho proportion is mucli less when wo strike the averngo at-
tendance of the wholo yerr.  Probnbly, when we take into
conslileration il tho private schiools, and all the more ndvan-
ced seminarics of learning, not included in the foregoing stas
tistica, this proportion of our population nctually receiving
cducation mny be a preity close npproximation to the truth.

The number of teachers, mnle and female, employed Inst
summer, was 1,140 ; muking thereby the avernge ealary of
ench, £44 per annum 3 being n considernble ndvance on the
previous year.  Thia is nnother favourablo symptom  of our
cducational condition, and shows that as the teachers prepare
and qualify themselves for a right dischinrge of the duties of
their office, so will the people respond by providing a suitable
remuneration,

The number of grammar schools in operation during tho
past year was 56, being an incrense of & on the preceding.—
The sum paid by the Province fownrds this object was £962
1s. 1d,, being severnl hundreds less than the grant made ; and
that contributed by the people waa £3,088 133 94, buing
more than threa times the nmount by the Provinee, about the
same proportion as in the common school education.  There
is scarcely n half of tho avernge attendance in the advanced
branches of learning, and even this cstimate, we fear, is con-
sidernbly above the mark. )

I regret thut o few: of »the returns of the colleges and aca-
demies have come to hand.  Something ought to be dono by
the Legislature to secure greater punctunlity in the forward-
ing of these returns, that they mny all appear in the tabulae
statement.  In my Inst report I stated it to be my intention,

-in pursuance of the terms of the present Legislative enact-
ment, to visit the academies and higher seminaries of learn-
ing recciving public money, and this intention, X have been
able, to a certain extent, to carry into cffect. .

In the city of Halifax, I visited the Fre¢ Church Acndemy,
the High School taught in Dalhousie College, and the Hali.
fax Grammar School. Ialto visited Pictou Academy, the
Colleginte School, Windsor, aud Wolfville Academy. The

present Legielative ennctment does not empower mo to visit
the colleges, propely 8o called, and, therefore, cxeept in ono
ense, where I was refuscd admission in my officinl chamcter!,
I did not profier n visit. .

I inay siate, first of all, that these Tnstitations seem to occus
py different positions in the matter of their support s well ny
of their relation to the denomination of professing Christinns
with whiclhi samo of them stand connceted.

Dalliousie College High School, Ialifax Grammar School,
and Pictou Academy, nre, properly spenking, under the aus
pices of no Christian denomination, though they all receive

public money. The Free Church .Academy, Inlifax, and |

the Baptist Academy, Wolfville, though under the control and
managemnent of thess bodics, respectively, yet bave the
entire uso of the Provincinl Gmnt.  Not a-penny is expend-
cd on the Theological Institinions or Colleges with whick
tlui-so Academies tny be eaid; in some measure, to bo nssocia
ted. )

With the graut made to King's College, Windsor, it is
otherwise.  Hero the Collegiate School, as I was informed by.
the Hend-Master, ia left entirely to its own resources, and the
endowment of the £250 gocs to the genéral funds of the Col

‘lege.  Being apprised of this fact, and feeling that Thad no

vight to visit this institution, ofticiully, T merely glanced over
the establishment 5 but was informed, on nll bands, that it is,
at present, in a very flourishing condition® Neither had Inn
opportunity of witnessing an oxmnination of Wolfville Acnde-
my.  On the day I happencd to visit it the Tead-Master was
confined to his bed-chiamber with a sovere illness, and I felt
that it would be uncourtcous on my part to examine the in-
stitution in his absence. I was informed, however, that the
Academy was Inrgely attended and in a prosperous condition,

The ouly advanced Seminnries in the Province I heard
formally examined, and in each of which I spent the grenter
part of the duy, were Free Church Academy, IHigh School
in Dalhousie- College, Halifax: Grammar School, and Pictou
Academy.  The average attendance of nll these, on the peen-
sion of my visit, senreely amounted to 55, the attendance at the
Free Church Academy and Pictou Academy being consider-
ubly larger than thut at the others,

In all these echools, searcely a third Were engaged in the
higher Lranclies of learning, that is, in. Classics and Mathe-
matica, the remaining part being in the purely clementary
branches.

There nre certainly not more in.these Academies, studying
the more ndvanced branches of educntion, than are to be found
in the well conducted Grammar Schools of the country, nor,
with one or two exceptions, did I see anything superior, ci-
ther in their style or manngement.

My visit to these Institutions has but confirmed me in the
opinion I bave long entertnined, and to which I lfave again
and again given expression, that ncither will our Grammar
Schools nor our Academies take the position they ought in the
educationnl scale, till we have graded schools, on the one
hand, and a Provincial University of Literature and Philoso-
phy, of high standing, on the other. DBut, as I discuss these
subjects in a subsequent part of my report, Lneed sny no more
regarding them at present.

Before leaving this matter, however, I may state, that I
also visited the Educational Institntions at Sackville, New
Brunswick, -under the auspices of the Wesleyan Methodist
Conference of the Lower Provinces.. T happened to arrive
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