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Botli of the aforesaici conditions are irrerniediable except by
surgicali means. Superficial caries wvilI how'ever very frequently
licai without operation. I thinkli it nmlay be laid down as a safe
ride that where granulations are present, or w'here a sinus exists
high up i11 the mniibrana above theshort process of the mlalieus,
where a, sinus exists wrhich leads into the tymipanie vanîit and a
foui srneiling diseharge is presenit indicating extensive boue
destruction> operation is unavoidab1e. I arn in thec hîabit of taking
the odor as a guide as to -whether operation is nccessary or niot.

IfI au overcome the odor in a few treatrnents I do not consider
the case is one for operation. Diven in the more severe cases,
wvhere, the odor persists evenl after careful syringinig and insuf-
flation of antiseptic pow'ders, capil1ary drainage by careful pack-
ing w'ith good gauze miay stili succeed.

On the other band, if the odor stili persists after an intel-
ligent trial of adi. tle conservative inleains at our cominand theu I
think case should be subinitted tu operation. This I believe tu
be truc "Rationialisin' w'hich miay be cithier ''Raclicalisni" or
"Conservatism. "

Again. on the other hand, in dealing w'ith acute cases too
inucli tiun should not bu lost in treating conservatively cases
which are undoubtudly thuse w'hich should bu subrnitted. to eadly
uperation. F ortunlatcly iii acute cases of mniddle ear suppuration
the indications for operative iinterfereiîce are usuaiiy suffieiently
clear, thougfli at, tiines it is extremely difficuit to decide, even in
the presence of apparently positive indications for operation, that
the condition inzay nlot resolve. The miost proninient indications
for operation in acite cases are first: 2Mastuid1 tenderniess and
sw'elling, and second a sinking of the upper and posterior wall
or tile externai auditurs meiatus close tu the iiiembranv. .-tynîipani.

The persistence of local tcnderness, in spite of free incision
of the drum mnembrane, and flic fact that drainage seenis to be
free and unobstructed, I take to be ai certain sigui that. flc case
shtould be at once snbmnitted to operation.

1 ain aware that tcnderness uf the tip of the Mastoid nmay bu
elicitcd very early in nearly ýail acite cases, anid is not always anl
important symptoni, but in cases where tender.ness appears earb.%
over the region of the M1astoid Antruin, and e.xtends to the tip,
the s3'mptom is very significant.
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