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API>ENDICITIS A CAUSE 0F INTUSSUSC K T ION.

13v A. GROVE-S, M.D.,
Royal Alexnd~ra 1l1urpital, Fergus, Out.

IT is generally adinitted that irregular peristaltie action is often if not
always a cause of intussusception, and sueh being the~ case it struck

me a few ycars ago that there iglit probab]y be a eauisative relation
between appendicitis and intiussusceptîin. Aýppend ieul ar eolie is eaused
by irregular peristaltie action, whÎrlh artion isý Set up by thec inflined
appendix. This being truc, a comnplotce of eause atid efeet w'ould
he estahlished. The inflamed appendix calisesspsuot narrowing of
a section of the bowel, of whieh eolie is tho expression. Thée ontracted
portion of bowel is drawn by the longitudinal libres into lthe bowcl
below wherc nature treats it as a foreign body and endeavors to get rid
of it by expelling it through the anus.

Since arriving at the conclusion a hait there was a very probable
relationship betwcen appendîifis andi întusîsseption, 1 have operated
on five cases of infants with intussuseeption, andi ini each found, an
inflamed appendix, two of them bcing very seriously inflamced. It would
lie going too far to say that five cases proved a theory, but they at lcatst
establish a strong presumptioa of the truth of the thcory. In thîe two
cases where the appendix was aeutely inflamed there was marked evi-
dence of intestinal trouble, for maore than twenty-four hours before the
intussusception ocenrred. IIad the appendicitis been diaignosed and the
appendix removed at once the îuuch more serions complication would
bave been avoided.
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W E are living in a great age. The greatest the sun has ever ilium-
inated. No one of us but lias seen and know from day to day of

greater aehievements than the seven wonders of the world, greater even
than their creators ever drcamned. Men to-day tackle problems the like
of which the world bas neyer known, and do it with a smile, and the
word failure seems to have slipped into the far-off yesterday, The de-


