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CARIES 0F THE SPINE*

LY W. B. GALLIEJ M.B.,

Associate Surgeoii, Ilospital for Sick Ohilâren, Torouto.

TiîE specimen to be presented is from a case of Pott's disease
the dorsal spine -whichlihad been umder treatrnent at the ChilO
ren's Hospital. The patient presented the clinical picture of tl,
disease for nearly three years, and -ývas malzing fair progress ta-
wards recovery, but about tbvo montbs ago she developed tuber-
culons mneningitis and rapidly succumnbed.

The specimen is of particular interest because it is the onlv
one of its kind in tbe possession of the University 2fuseum, anti
because it demonstratès so beautifully inany of the interestiing
points in the gross pathology of -the condition.

M. hen one first examines the specimien in sagittal section,. bie
is at once struck -ivith the remarkable size of the Icyphosis result-
ing from the collapse of a single. vertebra. riu-rtiier observation
w'ill show, however, that instead of a single vertebra being iii-
volved, three Lave practically disappeared. This is demonstrated
by counting the number of intact bodies and subtracting froîn the
number of spines. Ten fromn thirteen leaves tbree spines witb-
out bodies.

The miass of mnaterdal representing -tbe crusbed vertebrae is
very largely composed of fibrous tissue witboiit any attempt at
ossification. The destructive process bias evidently ceased to ad-
vance in an upward direction, for the haif body remtainingy above
is quite bard and wvben fresh showed no hyperom.nia. Tnferiorly,
however, there is stili evidence of actiity of whe disease, as is
sbown by the partial absorption of the fibro-cartilagînous dise
next below, and by tbe presence on its upper side of-granulation
tissue which is stili to be seen in tbe speciînen. On the wholic,
hiowever, the process bas reacbed, a stage of comparative quies-
cence, and it, is probable tbat no furtber bonie destruction wol
bave ta'ken place.

The fact that there is no sign of calcification of the flbrouw
tissue which bas takzen tbe place of the destroyed vertebrae is
interesting from the stanjpoint of trcatment. After two yeai's
of compayatively efflieint treatmnent there is no evidence of
attempt at bony union, and the spine is freely inovable at the area
of disease. From. the appearance of the specinien it ýeems -pro-
bable that bony union wonld nieyer takze place even aftèr total
disappeàrance of the tuberculoius condition. 0f coirvse, there are
plenty cd examples in wbich bony union bas occurred,
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