
OF MEDICAL SC11.NCE 19

short, with the stylet projecting, ' is very
convenient. But in dificult cases, where the

ON TENTING. uterus is distorted, and considerable power of
directing the point of the tent is required, it

.3Y FRED. C. COLEY, L.R.C.P. LoNDON. seems too feeble. It easily bends. If the

-The operation of dilating thc uterus with strength of the spike vere increased, the tent

tents is one wbich is often difficult, and always would have to be weakened by enlarging the
more or less painful and dangerous. The perforation. Die plan above described, te

object of this paper is to explain a few simple some extent evades the difficulty, by gettiug

contrivances whereby the difficulties (and, vid, for the time, of tIe distortien. iBt it is

therefore, to sone extent, the pain and risk) not always applicable. To meet this difficulty

may be diminished. I contrived the forceps shown in the figure.

When the uterus is to be fully dilated, it It is made by Messrs. Mayer and Meltzer,
will often be most convenient to commence of Great Portland Street. The inside of the

with laminaria, and when the os internum is blades is furnisbed with smali tecth, like those

sudiciently patent to admit the point of the of a rasp. It closes with a-simple catch, so

index, to complete the dilatation with sponge that the Land is not fatiguec, rer the attention

:ents. I shall assume this course to be pur- istracted by the effort of holding it shut.

sued, althougi no doubt it is sometimes prefer- The tent is held se firmly tiat it ferms with

able to carry out the whole process with the forceps practically one instrument, which
laminaria. bears a general reserblance b a uterine sonnd

It is a good plan to commence by dilating with Sims' bondie. I believe that Nvith this

with graiduated sounds. As a rule (open no forceps a tent con be inserted the whole

doubt to a good many exceptions) a normal distance in any case where a sound crii be

uterus can be dilated with sounds, even at passed. 0f course it can be used either witb

one sitting if necessary, up to No. 12, without solid or hollow tents. Ihave found it very

the use of any force involving danger, or even converaient, especially in dificuit cases.

much pain. The usefulness of this is obvious. A great dirnculty with Jaminari Lents is
A larger tent, or two instoad of mie, caun be their tendency to slip ont. Teey do net fait

sed, and se a start is gained, and'the eperation eut. They are extrued. This is especially
ay be completed, perhaps, in one sitting less- lable te bappen wen the eterfo s is fiexed.

1, sligbt advantage, as iL mens that the The tent is seldom fund quite free in the

patient bas se mucl less tinie to te exposed Lo vagins, but Nwith iLs oint just bel-'w tre point
the pain snd danger of tcnting 0f course, in of flexion, vith the cervix well dilated, but

rianY cdses it is unnecessary, the uterus being the os internuin iastat que. t is often

y morbidly patilous e-nougb te admit i recommended te retain the tent e igt ing

a:tent larger tsn No. 12. the vagi oa, but tis is objectionable, as iL

oacf fibroid, and in some cases of increses the risk of septicpeeaia, by retaining
elete flexion, tËe difficulty cf introducing aL the discbrges. And it is Often inefectl,

tat consist, c tiefl in the crookedness cf the for if the uterus bas nch tendency te extrude

ue canal. If, under snch circumstances, te tent it will de se, mangre e p]ug. I is

atr drlating wibh graduated sounds, a smal generally recsmsended to c9ose a tent bal

pien hs, so muchli7 iess times toa beexoedttheannd uterner sofn epaing. -Of beourse n cionethnteres Buif en

Scs uterine probes a lainari nt be taen abou

ay ebsily slipped in besideit, he uterus lei gth f the cavity Of the uterus, iL con bE
EUte sltaigbtened by the probe, on ividraw- passed quite into the uterus. A second longea

conih a second Lent can ro introd ced in tent should then Le passed, if possible the

t wiole distance, otherwise just Ift, the cervix

o nary eie soundil be ased-orbete

ordmary cases, Dr., Barnes' tent intro- to dilate the osexteru t
ade on th e pttrn of acatheter ut extruded, foar No. 1, reti with its base jusi


