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tainty, that the remaining portion of this paper will be
devoted.

The Rev. Mr. S. was taken ill on Friday afternoon,
and died on Monday at 2 A.M.* The symptoms de-
tailed show, that, tilt Sunday rnorning, the disease was
confined to the appendix: there was nlot the slightest
tenderness except at this one point. " At 9 Am.," Dr.
N. says, " we found a striking alteration, • ab-

domen becoming tense; pain more diffused.' At 1
P.r. " pain had shot all over tLe abdomen." Again,
"It is worthy of remark, tlat so long as the pain was
confined to the region over the appendix vermiformis,
the pulse, skin, and general aspect, were those of -in-
flammation of a mucous surface ; but as soon as tie
pain spread at once all over the abdomen, then the
symptoms characteristie of inflammation in the serous
tissue, or peritonitis, became very striking."

It is admitted, then,that peritonitis commenced about
9 o'clock Sunday morning, and the patient died next
morning at 2 A.i,;. Seventeen or eighteen hours inter-
vened between the supervention of the peritonitis and
the decease'of the patient.

Now, if we find that in this very rapid case there
were produced adhesions, or effusions, it must entirely
overturn the opinion so confidently eiunciated, that
tg when present, they prove that it had been protracted,
and passed through some of its phases ;" and as entirely
confirm the opinion which I was compelled to adopt by
the inspection of Champeau's body.

What were the appearances ?
Dr. Crawford says, 4 On laying open the abdominal

pariétes, the peritoneal coat of the intestines,-generally,
:was of a bright rose colour; and was -in nany parts
covered by an exudation of coagulable lymph, particu-
arly where the bowel doubled on itself; these knuckles
were in consequence slightly ad herent together: a few
ounces. of turbid serum comnixed with lymph were
found in the peritonealcavity.".

Feeling it impossiblç t increase the conviction that
nust arise in the mind as-to " what are the post morten

appearances in peritonitis ?" I shail conclude by quot-
ing one of the most recent and excellent French
authors, who- broadly asserts that " THIs SECRETIoN
(viZ., iynpb) IS THE V.ERITABLE ANATOMICAL CfIA-

* RACTER OF PEItTONITIS.'

I thus translate the words of Grisolle, whose work
,ïs published in 1814:-

" It'has been said that when patients die at a period
very near tle commencement, as 12 or 24 hours, the

In the'account riven in the last Number, P.M. is errancoutfsy
,Put for A.M. See L.a Lançete Canadienne, wherc the case i8
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peritoneua was found only injected red, dry to the
touch, and glistening. If, however, in these cases, we
examine with much attention, there will be, always
found on some points an extremnely thin coat of an al-
buininous matter, semi-concrete, which causes the côn-
volutions of the intestines to adhere together. This
secretion is thn tiue anatomical character of perito.

nitis."

Montreal, February 22, 1847.

OBSERVATIONS ON THE CURABILITY OF OPA.
CITIES OF THE CORNEA.

By HENnY HowARD, M.D., M.R.C.S.L.
Surgeon of the Montreal Eye and Ear Institution.

It will readily be allowed that our information on
the therapeutics of the eye, is still in its infancy, and
consequently that there is vide scope for investigation
under this head. My attention was forcibly arrested

by an article quoted froni a Dublin Journal, which
appeared in the June nunber of the Britisk American

Journal of Nedical and Physical Science, headed
1" Prussic acid in opthalmiic diseases."

Opacities of the Cornea and their remo*ai, have

engaged ny attention for a considerable period; and

I have for sonie time kept a record of such cases, with
the results, as have been treated by myself. Dr.

Jacob's name must ever'secure tespectful attention with

deference to any of his promulgated opinions ; et, if

we always deferred to authority, where vould be the

boasted progress of the ninetcenth century. Ougitive
blindiy to bàwv to authority, and not seek toextend

the bounds of knowledge?
Before proceeding further, I would beg to stâte that

I highly appreciate the honour and opportunity I en-
joyed of acquiring the opthalmic art under Dr. Jacob's
tuition, and that I now feel grateful tohim for dlû in-
struction imparted ; and althouglh the statements which
follow directlyimpugn his assertion; I appeal only to
facts, at the saine tine sensible that witlout lais pie-
vious advances this point could not have been attained,
viz.: the curability of opacities of the cornea.

Dr. Jacob, after alluding to the casès of opacity of
the cornea, stated by Dr., Bigger to -have heend cùï-d
by prussie acid vapour, councludes by saying, "That
the cures niight be only apparent, and 'might perhnps
with more justice be referred to tie natural'sillutary
processes of the animal economy, which inw the oolii'e
of fime succeed to the formation of. those ôpacitids,
whether it be the mere subsidence of inflammatpry

action, or the agency of the absarbehts; but for my

part, the convictio on y min, fo many years, ha


