
no serious attempt lis beon made even to indicate what sneh
points nay be. It may be, for instance, that one partieular
method of flap-making will suit primury amputations better
than another, and a point so important could be settled in
twelve months by a simple agreerment amongst a group of
hospitals and tbeir surgeons. ]et onoset of men work steadily
at one method for one class of cases, and another set at another
method, and the statistical laws will be found faithful to the
truth, as they ever are when the figures are large enough. In-
stead of adopting a method like this, our present method is
that when such a point i-; raised for discussion surgeon after
surgeon rises and gives vent to vague impressions, which le is
pleased to elevate into the name of opinions. The fact is that
everyone has been trying all the plans in a disconnected, illo-
gical way, from whivh truth never can be evolved. One of the
many things I admired about Tom Keith was the religious way
he stuck to the antory in treating the ovarian pediele.
Nothing could shake him. f was equally obstinate in my ad-
hesion to the silk ligature. The result was that when we came
to compare notes after many hunîdreds of ovariotomies, we
found that. so long as the bleding from the pedicle is effectu-
ally stopped, and the pedicle carefully diroppel back into the
peritoneal cavity. it dloes not matter a pin how it has been
treated and that. 1 venture to say, is a surgical conclusion,
not only of the utmnost importance, but one which never can
be controverted. The so called dicussion on special subjects
which are now fashionable at our annual gatherings illustr-ate
well how utterly futile our pre-ent method of re,-earch is. Take
the case of the kidney. We have half a lozen men disrussing
such a question as that of remiloving a suppurating kidney as
a primary operation or subjecting it to a primary drainage,
and when yon have ieard ail that they have to sav. vou are no
Wiser on the subject. But if four men would suhject al[ their
Cass to one method, mid four others would contine all their
work to the second nethod, within live or six years the ques-
tiOn would be definitelv and finallv settled. The latest instance
of this kind is the question of luml>ar versus inguinal colotomy,
concerning which 1 am ccrtain that the shield bas a silver as
well as a golden side, and that our present method vill never
enable us to differentiate the two methods.

It may be urged against my proposal that such a plan of
research would hamper liberty of action, but I answer that
our present liberty of action is not wise; indeed. it i.s not
liberty at all, but licence. Let me take a personal case. It is
well known that I adopt a speciail method of treating uterine
myoma, andi that there is a rival in the fieli in the shape of
the electrolytic methodl. It is a charge also against me that Iwili not try the electrolytic method-a charge to which I
readily. pladguilty-and for this conduet mnvdefence is simple.
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