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The entire muniber of the Jour. of Eaxp. Mcdicine is taken Up by the
work of Rockefeller Investigators upon this organism. They find r ela:-
tive to its distribution that in the winter months half of the peoplè,
in 'Nrew York who were exa mined had pneu mococcus. in the mouth 'oi
throat; in cases where the orgauîsni was not found, Norris and Pappen-
licimer kept examining these throats and werc finally rewarded by. a
positive rcsult in 85 per ceeas. Longcope and Fox found
that the spring moiths were freer than the winter nonths 'in this
regard, and found the greatest percentage of infections in the months
preceding. the ieavi6st pneunonia period" of the winter. Buerger"
finds that in the wards of the hospital, normal individûals frequently',
acquire the pneuniococcus, thougli not with greater frequency fhan
outside. Pneu monia patients nay retain the pneuiococcus for months
after the attack, thougl the relative virulence is not stated. Lips of
drinking-cups and sputum mnugs were found often to harbor virulent
j)ncunococei. Most interesting in this regard is the work of F. C.
Wood, reported below.

'lie germs found in tlie miouths of healthy persons were, as a rule,
less typical than those fron pneumonie cases, and proved Jess virulent
to rabbits, but could be rapidly intensified when passed througli suc-
cessive animals. Reasoning by analogy, Park and Williams think that
by passage from person to person a similar increase in virulence can!
he the result, and sec hercin a further good reason to limit expector;'
ation in-public places.,

The favorite mîelium wi'th all these 'experinenters seens to be 2 per
cent. glucose-serum-agair, or neutrail serùm agar. Buerger, in this pub-
lication, as well as in "'lie . F. 'Pah. Proc., refers to the certainty
with which the pneumnococcus can be letermined, by its ability to form
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