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The carrion in the bush, 'with throat ycorve,
A thousand siain and not of qualme ystorve;
The tyrant with the prey by force yrcft,
The town destroyéd, thore was nothing left.
Thero saw I burnt tho shipés hopésteres,
The hunter Btrangled witli the wvildé bears;
The Sowv freting the child right in the cradie;
The Cook yscalded, for ali hi*s long ladle.
Nouglit was forgot by the infortune of Mart;
The Carter over-ridden withi bis cart,
Under the -%vheel full low hie liiy adown!'

Many of the scenes and characters depicted by the poet,-inrlud-
ing soine of those which- appear the 1.east poetical among the figures
introduced,-are directly borrowed from familiar allegorical paintingS,
in exaxnples of the 'lDance of Death" wbich, have been preserved ;
and are no0 doubt derived from, some well known pictiire of the time,
whicla the poet knew to be Lainiliar to lais readers. Several of themn
are reproducedl among the curious wood-cuts of Mr. flohn's publica-
tion. There was a famous representation of this ancient suggestive
Morality, on the cloister walls of old St. Paul's, London, a-id if that
existed, as is by no n.aans improbable, in the time of Chaucer, its
anortal. pageantry would, be readily recognised by lais readers.

Stowe teJJs us, in bis IlSurvey o? London,"- printed ini 1618, that
there was a great cloister on the north. side of St. Paul's Churcli,
surrounding a plot o? ground, known of old, as Pardon Chuirclayard.
HIe then states that about this céoister was artificially and ichly
painted the Dance of Machabray, or Dance o? fleath, conaxonly
called the Dance of Paul's ; the like whereof was painted about St.
Innocent's cloister at Paris. The inetres or poesie o? this Dance
were translated from French. into English, by John Lydgate, Monk
of ]3ury; the picture of Death leading ail estates being executed at
the expense o? Jenkin. Carpenter, ini the reign o? Henry 'VI. Again
we learn from the same authority, of the destruction o? this curious
relie of Medieval Art. "' On the lOth of April, 1549, the cloister
of St. Paul's Ohurcb, called P'ardon Churclayard, with. the Dance of
Death, commonly called the Dance o? PauI's, about the same cloister,
costly and eunningly wrought, and the chapel in the midst of the
same churchyard, were ail begun to be pulled down."' This destruc-
tion.was the w%,ork,, as we learn, o? the- Protector Somerset, in order
to obtain niaterials, for building bis own palace- in the Strand.
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