.

s
e —

. Rubs by

—_—

e —

ambler.

The following paragraph was intended for
Inst issue, but wns owded out. The moral may
still ha applieable :—The Sydney Town Council
pref 1igh heartbroken over the increas-
1 of living to the workingmer The pect
srkingmen these days are the white Lesded
hoys, whether it be with town councillors, loeal
P ticinns or federal statesmen. All other classes
Liuve only to stand aside and look on. That is
there place in the procession—I am not saying
this is ill or well. Tam merely stating what any
one with his eyes open must recognize as a fact.
1 ean only hope that all the potting he is receiv-
ing at the hands of the politicians, great and
small, will not have the effect of making the
workingman a spoiled boy. 1t is perhaps excus-
able that the Sydney Town Councillors should de-
sire to be in the swim, but it is scarcely excusable
their desire to ezter with a borrowed bathing
suit. They are grieved about the workingmen
!wrhnpu—und arve sarprised that others should
impose upon them. That they as a body should
help is not in their programme. Let me give
one of the uwhereases” of & resolution the Coun-
il passed lately. “Whereas the cost of living in
Sydney has been groatly increased by material
advances in the cost of the necessaries of life.”
Ave not butter, eggs, potatoes, ete, ete. among the
necessaries of life. Some innocent onos think
they are and important ones too. Not so, evident-
ly, the Sydney Town Council, for while bemoan-
ing the high yrice of the necessaries, they take

wecions uuon‘ eave to mulet the enterprising P

Islander, who brings his shallop or his schoon-
er laden with the necessaries required by work-
ingmen, in a license fee of fifty dollars before per-
mitting him to exchange his produce for ensh,
Who actually pays this fifty dollars The aver-
age P. E. Islander is not a fool, and if he in the
first place is compelled to pay this tax, he will
take good care to advance prices o that the tax
will ba more than covered. in short if he pays
fifty dollars for e peivilege of selling, he will
charge that and more to the buyers. He knows
how to transfer this whurden of taxation’ from
his own to the <houlders of others and never fails
to do se, and the others, it should not be forgot-
ten, are the very workmen whose hard lot shad-
ows the life of the Sydney councillor. The Syd-
ney Council might resolve in fuvor of free teade
till the prices of produce ease off a bit

sas L0

When the Grand Council of the P. W. A, made
it obligatory on lodges that the vote on any mo-
tion the object of which was to ‘strike’ or suspend
work, should be by ballot, it took a step in the
right dirvection. in this same point it might well
tnke a further step and require that no strike
conld be sanctioned, the motion for which was
not supported by a majority of the members—the
voting to be by ballot. To this seversl objections
mny be urged. For instance it may be snid that
the will of & majority of members presnt at lodge
should earry, and that if many members are &
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sent when so important a ballot is taken it is their
own fault. And further, it may be urged, toob-
tain a ballot of all the members, or nearly all,
might prove cumbersome. To the first objec

it can be replied that many members do not at-
tend lodge when important quest jons are up,
either from a desire to shirk responsibility or from
hesitation to tuke the perhaps unpopular side.
Muny are content to let things driit. All such
should be forced to shoulder their share of the res-
ponsibility and be compelled under penslty to
vote. To the last namec objection it may be ve-
plied that voting by bailot on & wstrike' motion
would be no more cumbersome than a vote for
checkweighman, and if opportunity is given toall
to vote on s0 t't)!ll])llfllli\'l"_\ an unimportant
question, the like facility should be afforded when
a strike is talked of. 1f this had been done pre:
vious to the declaration of the strike at Springhill
one of two things would have happened, either
there would have been no strike, or the oppor-
tunity would not have been given to flout in the
face of Pioneer that some 120 men decided the
course of action of ten times that number.

strike is 8o serious an affair that any movement
in that direction should ba hedged about by pre-
ventives to hasty action.

Some years ago it was customary on the oc-
cnsion of n fatal accident at a colliery for the men
to stop work for a day or yerhaps two ot of
sympathy, as it was said. had been under the
impression that this questionable way of express-
ing sympathy bad fallen into disuse and a better
way had been substituted. I had been told ata
mine that 1 was visiting, that the men only stop-
ped work for a half a day or if a whole duy then
half of the wages went to the widow, Old cus-
toms die hard, and this old way of expressing
sympathy is still in vogue. At times, though the
workers do not like it 1 have spoken my mind,
and at this time on this subject 1 mean to speak
plainly regardless of consequences. I have no
sympanthy with the stoppage of work way of
showing symyathy. It has its root, 1 believe, in
snperstition. i

When a fatal accident occurs ina
section of n mine it can be well understood how
men working in that section may be disinelined
for further work that day. The shock is great
and they are nervous, But why should the work-
ers in remote sections cease work? What good
can thereby be effected ? At times it is possible
that stoppage of work may cause suffering in-
stend of affording sympathy. The Drummond
colliery was idle on the 12th. and the 14th, inst.,
‘out of sympathy’—a fatal accident having oceur:
red in the mine on the 1th. What possible good
was offected by this stoppages what tangible
proof of symputhy was bestowed. We have been
told, in the press, hat the nature of his employ-
ment and insufliciency of wages, debars the miner
from the opportunity of saving money for ‘contin-
gencies’, 1f that be so then the dependents, of any
one who meets with a fatal accident, have not
been left well provided for. Let me accept that
as, in the main, correct. ould it not then be
far more commendible that, instead of lying idle
for two days after
continue at work, and devote one
ward a money testimonial to the widow.
pot mean that this would have

an accident, thedmnu should
ays pay to-
1 do
been the better




