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trading parties %vhcn thecy happeneil te encountler each Other iii tho le ' a degre of iiiiicetio of tire purse about filera, anti a
lawlubs tiepttas of tho %vilderness. peuirPropensity to oxliendittro at flie goidsmith's and jewetl-

Tu put ant endi ta these sordial anti ruinons cotateiitioîaa, iovci-al of urs ~ îas, chaitas, brooulie5, ntekiaces, j()ullied %vatcles, andi
the paincipal inercliants of Montrent enîcreci i a partîars;ltip tri ciller rich trankets, partJy for thiacr civi \\-car. pailly for presenîts to
,lhe %visiter of 1 î83, vwhach %vus augnea by amalgamîai toit% ilîi il iacir femule acquaîniances ; a gorgeons proalîgality, gsucit, as %vas
rival cuanpiniv ta 1787. lus %vas creaiethe faanot" i iNrthtwet olten to bu tatteudl it largner lines an souîthern plnters and IVest
Coinpanty," %whIicla for a, tinie hetti a lordly sway Over hIe wviltrv India scotes, %vlien flusht iilit site profits of h' lir plantationis.
lakes. lîait bautiuaess farebts 01 Ille cantadas, atmost equail Io Ilial 6.1 'o behioll thie Nortiawest Camnpany in ail its istate andi granadeur,
the East lnitia Comnpany ovcr the voitiptuous ciimcs anal anaiiîi- ftivauwecr, it was ttccessary ta ivittuess ait aituat gathering ut rte
cent mcalins of rite Orient. great ititeriur place of conterence estabititi ai Fort Wiinaîn, rieur

Tint Company consisteti of twetny-titrec slîareaoider6, or part- îtta as called flic Grand Portage, oni Lakeu Superior. Here two or
l'ers, but heaid lis ls cmioy abuft îo titousaîtt persoais als ciurks, ttirue of' Ille leaiting pirtners it'oîn MAliaareat proceedeti once a year
qoides, aniterpreters, andi - voyagieuirs," or boatmen. 'Vjiie.ie wcere to tieet tise parriaers front the vatious tradinag posis of fi tue wlder-

iastributeul uat varions trding posîsi, establisheti fur aaad wido on aae$s, tu daocusq rte afliris r.f the compauy duritsg the preceding
Ille iaterior lakes andt rivers, at immnense distances froirs ecichaar , andi tu ariailge p:ans l'or tise future.
ailler, a,id in lise lîcart of tracklcss cau-itries and savage trabes. Oa tiiece octasions miaflt be scen the change siflce the Oiaccre-

Suverai of lte partners resideli lu Montreai anda Quebatu, toi anions tartes of the oihi i'ruiai traders; tiov the aristocraticai
maniage Ille main conccraîs ai uIl coinaniy. TueFe %vere caiteti aracier of lise Briton sitone forthi nagniifcenty, or rallier the
agents, andi %vere persontages af greait wgand animnportanlce int( feoalai spirit af lise Hnthfflaîider. Every pariner wholi halt charge
otiaer partaieres tank their stationis' ai lase izierior posîs, wviîerc lise)-o ait uaaaertor post, anda a score af relaaîiers at his commandi, feit
remaincd Ilarougtaout lise %vister, to superititeni lthe intereorte %riltj liku Lase cîaacftaîin at a Highland clan, andl was almnoet as importanat
th1e various triuts of luidiauts. Thoy wcere thence callct jviîr itt ttte eyes ci lits depeîadents as of liseif. To hdm a visit ta the
ine parîlmers, gýrand coiifecnce at Flirt %Villiain was a inost important eveat ; andl

l'le -oasis destined for fins %viae und xvanatering traffie wVere pot: tît 0ear. ur a 0aîaeig lprimi
up nt 'lte warcltouses of the compatiy ini Montrefft, andi conveyed 1Thei paniners froin ?ontrcai, lîowever, 1 %vere the lords of thte
iii baeaux, or bonts andi calnoes, up tlie river Àutaia, or Ottanta,, a.,eu!idant ;coming" trein lise mialsi of' ltuxurious and ostentations
which fails nua flic Su. Lawrenace riear iiiîareai, anad by oiller ie, tficy (Jadue eînsed thair compeer.s front. the wvoods, %viaok-u
rivers andi portages, ta Lake Nipising, Lake Huron, Laka Saiperivr, Çormb antd laces niatibeen batieeti andi haîdeneti by liard living
andl ulence, by eyerai cliains af grecat andi smail lakes, Io Lake andat bard service, atnal whoso garments anal equipinents %werc .111

WTnp..Lak- Athjabasca, aui tlie greal Slave Lake. Tiags tle %verbe lor wieur. lataleet, rte partaters front bulow coiisidered
siiiltýaaad beautltît systemi ef intiernai seas, whictî reliders agia Ille w'Vlaole tliîgniîy of the coanpany) as represenied in their persoals,

ilanneregion of waitlcraess so accessible ta lise, trait bail, of the aanad cotiductest, themsevas in suitabie style. They asrendeal the
Intlian or hIe trade.r, was sîîîdzict oy te remogte piobis ar tu)e coin-. rivers in great siate,. like soivcreigns rnaking a progress : or rauher
paai)-, %vlhere iley carrîcal on thc'ir tramre witlaiIl tinrrouridil;-g liko Iliilaid citiefîrairis navigaîiing îleir subject lakes. They
tribes. 0 were wéappett in ricli furs, ttacmr liuge catiues freightcd içitî evety

The coinpany, as \va have sîaoln, wvas rat finsi a spon-t.illeous: caitvcic aîatîi iuixîry, andit natineti by Canadian voyageurs, as
association of îierclîaats; but, after i Itat beetîregutariy orgataixet, 1 obedietit as Hlighilandt clansinen. They carried up %çith thein
aJmtssaon into it btzaine extneineiy difficuit. A catiidid.xte liai ýc, cadis andi bakens, togetther wvatlî delicacies of every kinti, and
enter, as il %vere, il before the )nast," ta îînderzo a long probation, abuitaic af citoice %villes for hIe banqueis whlai rattentiet tlais
anti Io risc sloiviy by lus mecrits anti services. Ile bega:i, .1 ail gr:a couvocation. Happy watre flac)-, îoo, if they coulait mrccl 'iîh
eariy age, as a cr, anad servedlant apprcîîîiceship of sevea years, Clre 1tia)iîuishedt siranger; aboya ail], sente titteal inember of Illte

forlwicili reccaveti ane huntireal pountis sterling, %Vas mi-Britisha nobjlitay, ta accompany thera on lIais stately occasion, andl
taineal ai flie expense of flic company, anal Fîrnsha 21th 1iiaile grace tir JiHîi soleraî;ities.
clolhing antld iîreis Has probationi vr- geileraliv passei rat F~ort Williamr, lise scetie ofithis important annual Meeting, wvas a
thte iterior traduig pusîs ; remnoveti for year-- fr tri civatîied îconSadcribtc viaira2e on lise banks of Lakze Superior. Hene, mn ait
socicty, le.radite a ift aimost as witd and piicarlous ai ilit!e avages iiensbe waotiei buildinz, %vas the great couiil hall, as aise rie
arou:ad hint; eRp-oseti ta hIe .;everitie.; ai a notthern %%iiiier, o1u 1btuqueliiig, cliamber. clecorrîteti with Indian arms andi accon-
suffrnîg fromn a scrurcsty of foodt, atud solr'cutncs destitute for .î ag rients, ànt ut tti ronistes ci the fur tr.ade. The itouse swatrned
lime of bath breati andt sait. Whieaî his aliprcauiccsiip liaal expu. ij, atf tinis liune trith traiters andi voyageurs, sortie front M'onêtrcal,
lie receiveai a salary accorduîag ta lits desins, Varyiaîg fi mr lajonal to the iteriar poste; some from tlic interior posas, boutial
eiý,bty ta cite hundrati aitt sixty potias sterlirg, anîd 'xas nitw tu Montrenît. The couuicils %vere held iii grent mtale, for every
calîgible Io tîte greal abject of his ambitie,îi. a par:teriat) ii tfie mnember lait as il sitlang ilt parliament, anal cvery retainer anti
comyany; ilaougl ycars iilaîglt yet etapso bellore lie utîaiiuc..t tu ilaut de en lent looketi up ho Ilie assemblage wvith axve, as ta the housu
enviable ýstaîauu. ofod. There w.Lq a vast deal of soiea deliberalton, anal haril

Mlost or the cienis %%ere yan oursIe f 2oo0d families, fioin tise Scoitish reasontipg, ivatl antr occasional swell of pompons decla-
Hlighlandis of Scotla-nd, cîtaracîcrizeti by lise per'cac.tlrift, ination.
na fiieliiy afi heir Country, anal fittad by ihecir ntive luaraihoori Thizsc grave ttid weizgiî counceits î"ere aiternaîcti by huge

to cnccOn'er the rigorous climate ai thet ltorth, aui to endure lise icatsr auîd grcvais, lîkr-e eoute of lte olà feais describeal in Higlnad
trials anal privations of thiacî lot ; ihough il ainsi nlot be conceanec castles. The fables in rite great btquettng room groaneal under
thast the conslitulioris af imany of fihera bacame inipaireti by the'lho îveight of game of ail kinalýs ; of venison front tho woods, anal
Iiard6hips'bf lte vwîidernes, andl their stomachs in*jaireti byoet f ish freint the lakesq, Nvith huniers" ticlicacies, ci as buflalocs'
siaa famisii., and espec:aliy by file vwant ai Preari anal saIt. tangr-s aizal beaver.i' laits. at varions luxurie% front Montreal, ait
Now anal then: u ail iu ntervat of ycars, thuywere permilleti locorne' seva ub xpz:rieiceul cooks broughî for the porpose. Thete
dowvn ait a visit ta tue establishmnent nt Monttrent, to recruit their wars tno sîna ot generous ivine, for il. ias as hard-îrsning perloal, .
liaalth, andi te have a taste ci civi!izeail ifer anal timewere brit- tigneO aioyal i ts anad bncchanalian sangs, anti brimmiaîg bîîm-
liant spots in iacir existence. Per.

AstIo Ilte principal parîniere, or «.,Cnts, -vho rei un te Wthile tho chiefis itus revelleti in hall1, andi made the taftcrs
anal Quebec, they forMel a kinti a? commercial arielocracy, hivitg resoo îîd vrith bunsî-.s of loyaity ana l ad Scoîîish sangs, chanteti iii
in lordiy anal itospitable style. Their ety associations, wlhen voices eracked anad sitarpeiied by the nortiten blast, their mer-
clcrks at the remole trading oswte, ardath ie picasutcs, da.ngers, riment -='a echocti anda piolongeati lby a mangrel tegian of1 retaiiter,
adventunes, and misliaps ivhtict hey ltad shareti togeIter an ilieir Canadian voyageurshlres, Indian huniers, .and vagabond
ivuld waod ie, hrd linkeal ten ltnidy Io eaclî other, se itat they fhauîgers-on, ivho feasteai somptuonsly withaut on the crumbs that
formreti a convivial fraaerniuy. Few travellens that have visileal fcil 'front their table, anal made tlic wilkin ringr -vith elal French
Catiada isoe t hiry years Erince, ut the days of the M'Tavishcq, tînt ditties, mingleti with Indiani yetps muti yellings. Z
M'1Giitivrays, the M'Kllextzies, lthe Forbishers, anal te oiher rag- Suchl wasL- tho 'torthivest Companiy in its povreriul and prosperous
nates of Illte northiwcst, when tho coinpany vras in ail ils glory, darys, tvhen at helti a kidt of faudaI iswnty over a vasu domain cf
but mnust rernomber tihe round of feasutinq and revelry kept up laie an1 forect. iVe are dwehiiag l00 long,,perhapç, tapon theso
amnong these hypeiborean nababs. individigat pier.urts, endeared to us lay the associations5o c arly

Semetimnes ana or two pariners, recentty frein the interior pilets, 1fite, -. hen, as yet a siripling youtit, tvo have ent at lthe hospitable
,.vou1d maire their appearancte in Newv-York, in the cr.uîs o boards of te cl mighty Norîhîçesters,"ý the lords. cf the ascendant
tour ai plsiro and curiosity. 'On itoe occasions thort tai a Montreat, andl gazed tvith- wondering and iraexperienccd oye it


