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trading parties when they happened to oncounter each other in the | always a degree of magnificenco of the purse about thom, and a
awlvss depths of tho wilderness. peculiar propensity to expenditure at the goldsmith’s and jewell-
To put an end to these sordid and rvinous contentions, several of | er’s, for nings, chuws, brovches, necklaces, jowelled watches, and
the piincipal merchants of Montreal entered into & partnership in | other rich trmkets, partly for therr own wear. partly for presents to
the winter of 1783, whuch was augented by amalzumation wnh a ] their female acquaintances; a gorgeous prodigality, such as was
rival company 1n 1787.  Thus was created the famous ¢ Nurthwest | often to be uotteed 1w former times 1n southern planters and West
Company,” which for « timo held a lordly sway over the wintry | India creoles, when tlush with the protits of their plantations.
lakes and boundless forests ot the Canadas, almost equal 10 thm of] To behold the Northwest Cowmpany in all its state and grandeur,
the East India Company overthe voluptuous climes aud magmii- { huwever, it was necessary 10 witness an annual gathering ut the
cent realms of the Orient. i areat interior place of conference estublished at Fort Wilham, near
The company consisted of twenty-three shareholders, or part-| what 1s catled the Grand Postage, on Lake Superior. Here two or
uers, but hewd i its employ abont 1wo thousand persous as clerks, j three of the feaduyg partners fromMontreal proceeded once 2 year
uides, wterpreters, amd < voyagenrs,” or boatmen, These were | tv meet the partners trom the vasious trading posts of the wilder-
distnibuted at vanous trading posts, established far and wide on | ness, tv discuss the affaits of the company during the preceding
the imterior Jakes and rivers, at immense distances from cach;year, and to anange plans for the future.
other, aud in the heart of trackless countries and savage tribes. ’ Ou these veeasions might be seen the change since the uncere-
Several of the partners resided in Montreal and” Quebec, to; monious tnes of the old Freneh traders; now the anstocraucal
manage the main concerns of the company. These were called jcharacier of the Briton shone forth magnificently, or rather the
agents, and wero personages of greut weight zad importance 5 the | feudal spirt of the Hizhlander. Every parmer who had charge
other partners took their stations at the interior posts, where they ; of an mterior post, and u score of retainers at his command, telt
remained throughout the winter, to superintend the intercourse with | like the clueftaan ot a Highland clan, and was almost as important
the various tribes of Indiaus. They were thence called winter-yin the eyes ot tus dependents as of himself. To him a visit to the
ing pastners, y grand conference at Fort Williamn was a most important event ; and
The goods destined for thus wice and wandering traffic were put | e repaicea there as to a meeting of parliament.
up at the warchouses of the company in Montreal, and conveyed; The parers from Montreal, however, were the lords of the
in batteaux, or boats and canoes, up the river Attawa, or Ottana, , ascendant ; coming from the midst of fuxurious and ostentatious
which fulls into the St. Lawrence near Montresl, and by other life, they quite cclipsed their compeers from the woods, whosy
rivers and portages, to Lake Nipising, Lake Huron, Luke Superior, furms and faces had been battered and hardened by hard hiving
and thence, by several chains of great and small lakes, to Luke aund hanl service, aud whose garments and equipments were all
Winipeg , Lake Athabasca, anl the great Slave Lake. This the worse for wear. Indeed, the partuers from below considered
singular and beautful system of internal seas, which renders au the whole digmiy of the company as represented in their persous,
immense region of wilderness so accessible to tie frail batk of the . aud conductea themselves in suitable style. They asvended the
Indian or the tradur, was studded oy the remote posts of the com-. rivers in great state, like sovercigns making a progress : or rather
pany, where they carried on their traffic with the svrreunding, like Highland chieftuins navigating their subject lakes. They
tribes. were wrapped in rich furs, their huge canoes freigited with every
The company, as we have shown, was aut first @ spontaneoys  conventerce and luxury, and manned by Canadian voyageurs, as
association of merchants ; but, after 1t had been regulany orgamzed, | obedient as Highland c¢lansmen. They carried up with them
admussion into it beeame extremely difficolt. A candidate had 0 cocks and bakers, togettier with delicacies of every kind, and
enter, as it were,  before the mast,” to undergo a long probation, { abundance of clioice wines for the banquels which attended this
and to rise slowly by his merits and services. He began, at an |great convocation.  Happy were they, too, if they could meet with
carly age, as a clerk, and served an apprenticeship of seven years, | some thsunguished stranger; above all, some titled member of the
for which he receved one hundred pounds sterling, was mam-{ British nobility, to accompany them on this stately occasion, and
teined at the expense of the company, and fumished with suuable | grace their high solemmities.
clothing and equipmems. His probation was geuerally passed at}  Fort Wilhiam, the scene of this important annual meeting, was a
the interior tading posts; removed for years fram civilized | considerable vilage on tho banks of Lake Superior. Here, in an
society, leading a life almost as wild and precarious as the savages ( immense wooden bmikdmg, was the great council hall, as also the
around hint; exposed to the severities of a nortliern wiuter, viwen  banqueting chamber, decorated with Indian arms znd accou-
suffering from a ‘scareity of food, and sowetimes destitute for a ! .ug , ttements, aud the roplies ef the fur trade. The house swarmed
1imo of both breud and sait. VWhen his apprenticeship had expii =d; ; at tlus tune with traders and voyageuss, some from Montreal,
he received a salary according to lus desests, varying fimbound to the wuteror posts; some from the intorior posts, bound
cighy 10 one hundred and sixty pounds sterling, and was nowjte Moutrent. The couucils were held in great state, for every
cligible to the great object of hix ambitien, a partner-lup in tue | member feit as it sittng in parliament, and cvery retainer and
company ; though years mught yet elapso before lie attaineil to that  dependent jooked up to the assemblage with awe, as to the house
enviable station. of lords. There was a vast deal of solemn deliberation, and hard
Most of the clerks were young men f good families, from the Scottish reasoning, with an occasional swell of pompouns decla-
Highlands of Scotland, characterized by the pe-s»veranee, thrift, | nation.
and filehty of their country, and fited by their  nive hardihood | ‘These gmve and weighty councils were alternated by huge
to encoun-er the rigorous climate of the north, and to endure the | feasts and revets, like some of the old feasts deseribed in Highland
trials and privations of their lot 5 though it must not be concealed | castles, The tables mn the great banqueting room groaned under
that the constitutions of many of them became impaired by the the weight ot game of all kinds ;5 of venison from the woods, and
hardships of 1he wilderness, and their stomachs injured by ocea- fish from the lakes, with hunters® delicacies, such as bufialocs?
sional famishiug, and espec:ally by the want of bread and ealt. ! tongues, and beavers® 1als s and various loxuries from Montreal, all
Now and then, at ar. interval of years, they were permitted tocome , served up by experieaced cooks brought for the purpese. Thete
down on a visit to the establishment at Montreal, 10 veersit their | was na stint of generous wine, for it was a hard-drinking period, a
health, aad 10 have a taste ot civilized life; and these were bril- }limc of loyal toasts, and bacchanalian songs, and brimming bum-

liant spots in their existence. pers. .
Asto the principal partners, or agents, who resided in Montreal!  While the chiefs thus revelled 0 hall, and made the rafters
and Quebec, they formed a kind of commercial aristocracy, livingtrcsound with bursts of loyaity and old Scottish songs, chanted in
in lordly and hospitable style. Their early associations, when!voices cracked and sharpened by the northern blast, their mer-
clerks at the temole trading - osls, and the pleasures, dengers,! riment was echocd ard prolonged hy a mongrel legion of retainer,
adventures, and mishaps which they had shared together in their Canadian voyageuars, hali-breeds, Indian hunters, and vagabond
wild wood lifo, had Iinked them hearuily 10 each other, so that they ' hangers-on, who feasted somptuonsly without on the crumbs that
formed a convivial fraternity. Few travellers that have visited | fell frum their table, and made the wilkin ring with old French
Cauada some thinty years since, m the days of the M?Tavishes, the | ditties, mingled with Indian yelps and yellings.
M:Gillivrays, the M*Keuzes, the Forbishers, and the other mag-] Such wax'the Northwest Compa"{‘ in its powerful and prosperous
nates of tho northwest, when the company was in ali its glory, | days, when it held a kind of feudal sway over a vast domrin of
but must remember the roond of feasting and revelry kept upjlake and forest. Wo are dwelling 100 long, perhaps. upon theso
among these hyperborean nabobs. individoal piciures, ondeared to us by the associations of early
Sometimes one or two partners, recently from the interior posts, } Jife, when, as yet a striphing youth, we have sat at tha hospitable
wonld make their appearance in New-York, in the coume of a|boards of tho ¢ mighty Notthwestess,” the lords of the ascendant
tour of pleasuro mud coriosity. On thess occasions thero was |at Montreal; nod gazed with wondering and jnexperionced oye at



