
On iht 2zccd thcr-c is for a Sabballi. ý)Z

morals. Whcrc it is iwanting, the tone of morality must be Iow. nncl
ývbcre il exists in a higli degree, a lealthy state of moral principle and
honorable feeling may be expected, Somcthing liike a generni respect fur
the Sabbatbi is not confined to one age or country. it is almost universal.
Ind(ications of it may be found amolwgst most nations. Indeed. the Snb-
bath scers te be un institution not only %vell ndapted to our race, but
indispensably nccssary to the %vell beig of mankind ; and ivere its nature
and design better zindcrstood, there is renson tu .ùu that the day wvould
bc better improved and more geneïally hallowed than it is.

It is intended to trcat of the Snbbath in a short series of articles :the
fiî-t i 011 the necessity of such en institution te mankind.

Tite nccssity of suchi an institution as the Sabbatlî arises out of the
moral constitution of nian and out of the nature of society.

Man is a being of a bigh order. His supcriority consisis in bis being
endoived with intellectual and moral poivers, by which lie is rendered
capable of knowledge and of moral government. Tite book of nature
invites his attention andi opens up extensive fields for investigation. li
trncing the wvorks of the Creator he ]cnrns much of his powcr. ivisdora
and goodness ; lie becomes convinced of bis own insignificance amongst
the endless vnriety of objeets that meet bis oye, and of his continuaI de-
pendence on God. iMany seek no other instruction respecting their duty
but what they derive from this source. The book of revelation, however.
flot only teaches the saine things more fully and clearly ; it does more;
it unfolds God's character atnd discloses Lis purpose of redemption ; it
teaches man the tvay to beavenannd happiness wvbich lie could not leara
fromn any other quarter. Deriving front these sources correct views of the
divine character and purposes, and of his own condition, his moral powers
will teach him to adore a Dcing se full of majesty, te admire Bis unbound-
cd goodncss, te tremble before His power and justice, te love him for his
mercy. and te cherish feeling% of gratitude for benefits continually receiv-
cd. Knowingy that his life is the gift of his Creator, and taught by numer-
ous instances of preservation that it is entirely at the disposaland under the
care of Divine pr.;vidence, hie must feel that lie is accountable for the
manner ia vhich ho spends it. bis own ex.perience must teacli bim submis-,
sin and resignation te God's will ; gratitude must lead him to aclinowl-
odge and te praise bis Makolir, and if ho bas »sinrted hie mnust naturally lie
desirous te cleprecate bis ancrer. W hilst the inferior animaIs are wholly'
concerned about having their hunger satisflcd, their thirst allaycd, and
about tlîe enjoyesent of their liberty . and haviag these, realize ail-the
happiness of *which they are susceptible ; man is capable of varie 1 and
extensive knoivledge of the Creator and of his worh-s. wvhich knotiledge
calls up the loftiest and purcst emotions in bis bicart. the expression of
ivbich constitutes the w>rship dute to God.

IL is, hoivever to hconbservcd, tlit the obligation te illese duties is uni-
-Versail: no one is cxempted n ýnd as this oblientidn imposes ni certain


