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actual life of duty and sacrifice—these were the controlling features of all
the addresses to an almost unprecedented degree.

Of course sectional meetings had to be resorted to, as the time would
not suffice for large public and general assemblies in the interest of specific
phases of mission work. India, South America, China and Japan, Africa,
the Jews, cte., had each a separate mecting on Thursday, January 2d. On
Friday morning the conference broke up on phases of work, as, on the day
before, on fields ; and in as many scctional meetings, evangelistic, medi-
cal, cducational, and *‘ Bombay Secttlement’® forms of service received
scparate treatment from most competent hands.  Then on Saturday after-
noon the sucieties were the basis of the cleavage, and nine separate assem-
blies convened to consider the work of the Church Missionary, London
Missionary, Presbyterian, Calvinistic Methodist, Baptist, Wesleyan, China
Inland, and Zenana socictics.

Whoever doubis that beneath all the diversity and variety of denomi-
nations there is real unity among true evangelical believers shounld bave
Leen present at these great mectings. lere Anglicans and Wesleyans,
Baptists and Congregationalists, Presbyterians and Methodists, Lutherans
and Moravians were all found sitting together in loving fraternal counsel.
Not a discordant note was struck. And, as onc of the speakers at the
opening mecting remarked, unity in diversity is the Lord’s mode of opera-
tion everywhere.  God forms man in families with vast variety even among
individuals, not in regiments, where there is little to distingnish one from
the other. Uniformity is monotony. The mother who hugs her babe to
her breast and declares ¢ there never was such a child” is right ; there
never was and never will be ; and one reason for secking to save every
child is, that cvery child unsaved represents a type of character unique and
solitary ; to let any child perisk is to permit to be lost by neglect one child
like whom there was never to be any other.

Never have we felt the substantial and vital unity of the trae body of
believers more than during these five days that opened this new year. Not
a speech was made or a prayer offered or a hymn sung that could not have
been cqually well made in all that constituted its real core and heart by
any other of the speakers or almost any other of the audience that repre-
sented the evangelical body of believers.

Another impression that grew with the progress of the meetings was
the entire capacity and competency of the Churck o carry out our Lord's
last command, and to do it prompily and within the lifetime of our own
generation. .

Mr. C. T. Studd, so well known as one of the famous Cambridge band
that ten years ago, in connection with Stanley Smith and others, went to
China, gave some startling figures to his audience as he contrasted the
nearly 400,000,000 of Chinese with 2000 missionarics, half of whom are
women, and the 40,000,000 inhabitants of Britain, with 30,000 ordamed
clergymen in the Church of England zlone, and in all denominations an




