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ter in the use made of what they now nave? The question, second to none
which presses for solution is, ITow can the benevolence of God’s peopic be
brought up and made to keep pace wisth the opportunities of His provi-
dence? We sometimes fear that this problem will not be solved by the
present genetation, which is so completely absorbed in material aims,

It is with a sincere desire to contribute something toward its sclution
that we present a few suggestions :

The first thing—first in time and in importance—which we need to do is
to bring this matter before God in believing and importunate prayer. The
whole movement of modern missions has been in answer to prayer. At
first God's people prayed that the world might be opened for the mission-
ary and the Gospel. So quickly and fully has God answered that prayer
that His people are amazed at the answer to their own petitions, Then the
prayer began to be urged for men and women to go as Christ’s messengers.
That prayer too has been answered. Cannot God also touch the hearts of
men so that they will respond to the calls for money ? Assuredly He has
not exhausied His power in this work. Tt is possible that He has brought
us to this emergency to teach us that even the gold and silver is to be forth-
coming, rot by the power of ourown persuasion, but by the power of His
might. We used very frequently to hear ministers pray in their pulpit
ministrations that God would give access to the pagan nations. 'We do not
nced to offer that prayer now ; but do we hear as often the prayer that
God would touch the hearts of Christian people and make them responsive
in gifts of money ! We do nced to offer that prayer. From every pul-
pit, from every family altar, from every closet, let this prayer go up, and
then we may expect an equally ready answer.

But while we pray we must work. God has put a great responsibility
in this matter upon ministers and teachers. The Church must be bronght
to & clearer understanding of the intended purpose of Christ’s kingdom and
of the Divine plan for exccuting this purpose. Many Christian people have
very limited ideas of the real nature and purpose of this kingdom. It is
rezlly amazing “ow many there are who secretly do not believe in missions.
They are not in sympathy with this idea of world-wide evangelism. This
lack of sympathy is a result of grossignorance. They do not understand the
aim and spirit of Christ. The absolute need is a revival of personal loyalty to
Christ, which will beget the spirit of enthusiasm for the progress of His
kingdom. The spirit and command of Christ must be presented as the
fundamental motive for aggressive evangelism. It is a mistake to substitute
the enthusiasm of humanity for the enthusiasm of Christ. The great need
of the world is an argument, but the greatest of all arguments is the con-
straining love of Christ. It is the business of the Churcl. o evangelize the
world, and every Christian should be led to feel that he has a part in this
business,  Little permanent progress will be made in utilizing the money
power of the Church until the aggressive nature of Christ’s kingdom is
more clearly understood and the spirit of His ministry is more widely



