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Whiatever the reason may have beeri, certai n it is tbat the great Reformera
of the sixteenth, century, with ail their lofty cnthusiasm and holy zeal, were,
possessed of no pervadingr and consunming, desire to carry the Gospel to
the ends of the carth. In the multitude of their perfervid thoughits wve find
no reference to the sublime privilegre, the bounden duty, or the possibility
even of mak-ing Christ and His salvation knowvn to every creature. This,
wvas in part on account of the treinendous, pressure of sucli external hin-
drances as were nnmed in a former article. It came about aise in part be-
cause of the fact that their zeal was so Iargely flot evangelistie, but polemie,
instead-anti-catholie, theological, cecelesiastical. Thus, as we biave seen,
the range of their intellectual and spiritual vision extended only to thc
boundaries of Christendlom. The Molhammedans-" Ttirlis," as flic dread-
f ui word was-were thouglit of only to be feared and hated, 'while, as for
the heathen, they lad no dealîngfs %vitl them, or knowledge of them. In
addition, it appears te, be wvell established that rnissionary fervor was, smoth-
ered by certain esehatological miseonceptions. As inany earnest souls read
the Seriptures and thc sigus of the times, net only wvas the world " very
cviiy, but " tIe times were waxing haL." The Gospel had already reached
its extreme limit in terrestrial space and the end of ail things was, at band.
The world was not to be converted, but wvas soon te be destroyed. And
it lias even been suggested, thiough perliaps without suflicient evidence,
that lu the faet that from 1540 onward, the papacy, througli the Jesuits and
other sixuilar orders, ivas propagating itself w-ith sudh tremendous vigor lu
ail the new-found regiexis, the Reformera and their successors, ia their in-
tense anti-papal prejudice, diseovered a sufficient reason why they should
undertace, nothing of the sort

The %tory of %Yhat wvas attemnpted for the salvation of mankind is so brief
as to ho iost painful and humiliating. In 1.555, at the request of the
grent Coligny, Calv'in despatehed fourteen pious mn to Brazil, of Nvhoîn,
liowever, only two were clergymen ; they went out more as Bttiers than
as heralds of good news, and besides the "«mission" met with speedy and
utter failure. In 1559 Gustavus Vosa (not the Swvedislh Churcli or thec
Svedish Christians) was mov'ed to send thc Gospel to the Lapps, and his
sUecessors earrIed on wvhat 'ho had begun. Chiurchies were built, sehlools
'were opeued, and in later years rehigious booc"- were translatxd into the,
Vernacular, but only thc slilhteat spiritual results ensué'd. And thc reason
becomes evident whien we, are tohd thiat ail services were lield ini Swedishi.
v:hichi thc people did ixot undcrstand, snd tliat in thc winter mntths the
population was gatheired by royal ediet te pa'y tribute and to be indoc-
trinatzed iute the faith. For tiiose were the days of universal State and
Churel. And these few lines, contain in outline the entire, narrative of Prot-
estant missions undertakzen duringr thec first century after the Reformation.
And it ia well-nighi asL brief as that famnons chapter upon "snakes in Iceland."e


