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Does thien inspired history givc uis a lawv of aidvance fitly repx*-
sentcd by thie ploughiman patiently plodding on ini bis furrovi, one
stcp after anotiier, or ]las tiiere bceei soine law of selection nianifest,
in the matter.? Even fromi the firstc w'bcn God laid a fouildation in
one family for a chlurcli against -whlîih tlie gates of liell should iiot
pravail, H1e did not confine lijnseif to the spiritual education of
thiat one family. «Why ý%ias Abrahian ehioseti, that inIi hiiu ail the
fanîiies of the earth. should bc blessed? (Gen. xii: 3.) God tells
us -%hly, ivheni lie says, on another occasion (Ocu. xviii: 19): "I have
knovin lîim, to the end thiat hie inia commnand bis chidren and bis
household after him, that they miay kceep the way of tlie Lord to do
justice and judgment, to the end thiat the Lord nia bring uipon Abra-
baîi that vihicli Hie bath spoken of Iiirn." libre is not xnerely thue
training of Isaac, the lieir of the covenant, but of Ishînaei also, and
the children of Keturali. Yea, the record speaks not of cblidren
01113, but also of Ila houseliold " in addition, alld few readers of the
Bible notice how large that houseliold was. On onîe occasion -ve
-ire told that lie armed three hundred and eighiteen trained servants,
corn iu ]lis ovin house (Gexu. xiv: 14). I<f1 ~ co Dn ooeo
the latest commentators on Genesis (Murphy, p. 286), Ilimplies ýa
followving of more than a tlîousand nien, -vien andl chljdren."
Tien that large hlousehiold -vias gathercd from anong the heathen,
and trained to keep the waýy of the Lord, as vieil as to f£ghlp
aga ist oppression. In fact it ivas the lrist xnissionary training-
sehool recorded in history, uuid sucli cout.iuued to be the character
of the liouseholds of bis eilîdren after him, both as to numbers
iid rainilg. Thuis, -vlluen Israel vient out of Egypt, -we arc told.
'tliat <'a xnixed multitude -vient up also wvitlî tlierm2' (Ex:. xii: 38.)
We lknow flot hIow large that nxixed multitude vias, but vie knowv
titat it also vias froin aniong the licatiien, and, in being joincd
viith Israel, entered a trainingr-scîocl. for spiritual profit to, thexuselves
and others. We pass over iudividuals, sucli as Jcthlro andRaab
Rluth and Jonathan, son of Recliab, to eînphasize the fact, thant vihile
tlle cvii exampie of hieatiien outside of Israel corruîptcd the less
iritual of the cliosen people, the good exalnple of sucli elect souls

as Joclîebed and Naonii, -Moses and Joshiua, together witlî inul-
titudes of unrccorded naines, told -v;itli immnense poe oit the con-
ciences of the more tbouglilful anion- the heatiien. And if tiiese

iiiings arc truc of the tinc, of preparation, -vihait nay vie fot expeot
Io find in the period for -vihicli it wvas the prcparâtion ? For ail titis
%vis oîîly laying ai foundation for the coninind to prencli the gospel
Io every creature, Even in lis pra yer offercd at tlle dedic-ation of thic
Teniple, Soloion did not. forget to niakze mention of Ilthe mtanger
titat is not of îliy people lsrael, vihen lie shiah coule fi-oni a far coln-
tri' for tliy grcat nanie's sak-e, aud pray toward titis btouse " (IL.
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