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which is stiti open and pending
ln go f-ar as compensation is Con-
cerned, Mr. Henry gives the fol-
lowing short but interesting ac-
('ount, w'hidh is welI worth read-
ing, although fthe matter is still
fresli in flie iinds of înost of us:

"eThe next subject f0 whicli 1
invite your attention, is the
Behiring Sea dispute with Eng-
la n d. That question had its
origin in a far more laudable ob-
jeet than fuis government had in
view in respect fo ftie Ilawaiian
difficulty; nainely, fo prevent
the'extinction of the seala fromn
Alaska. Moreover, our part in
the controversy, unforfunate
thougli it was in respect to, ita
outcome, was prosecuted la the
main. by unobjectionable nieans-
It is significant merely of fhe
readînèss witi 'whiclî some of our
diplomats undertalze fo, ma,,in-
tain entirely unfenable positions
Nvhen our material interests are
supposed fo, be at st-ake.

IlWlhen, in 1867, Alaskza was
purchasedl by fthe United States
from Russia, one of the principal
grounds on which ftie treaty of
purdhase was defended against
the popular clamour that we
were purposing to pay $7,20OOOt)
for an iceberg, and by -which
Senafor Sinner, 'wifli unfiring
energy and eloquence prevailed
upon tIe Senate to ratify tIe
f reaf y, Nvas that the monopoly of
the Aîaskan seat industry whiclî
the Ulnited States %voiild acquire
by fIe purchase Nwould of itself
prove to be no mnean recompense
for our outlay. Yet it wvas the
seal, entirely innocent thougli it
is of tlic prinetiples of interna-
tional law, which, un account of
ifs aniphibious nature, and of its
habit of wandering awny from
the mainland, and from the flac,
ot the United Stafes, into aie
sea, where the flags of aIl nations

inay waîve, invoivcd us in inter-
nationail complications.

lI 18S23 Alexander 1. of Rus-
sia, issued a, ukase proliibiting
foreign vessels front sailing, etc.,
within one hundrcd miles of Rus-
sian Anierlca. Our ininister at
St. Petersburg proteste1 against
this assuinption of autllority by
Russia over the high seas, but noý
serious trouble arose therefroin
until C.ter our purchase of the
territory. In the mneantime it
appears that the British <3overn-
nient liad entered into, a treaty
with Ruissia whicli seemed to, re-
cognize Russia's authority in thia.
behaîf. But later on, when cer-
tain Canadian sailors a'vailed
themselves of the annual pilgrim-
age of the seals from the
inainland of Alasha tlirough
B3ehring Sea to the Pribylof!
Is-lands, to kilI thcm %wIiie at sea,
f lirce of their vessels were cap-
ttired by a United States revenue~
cutter :and, by order of the Dis-
trict Court at Sitka, wvere con-
fiscated, England, of course, pro-
iested against thie algdviolai-
tion by the Uinited States of lier
rights on fthe higli seas, and by
order of fhe President, fthe sait-
ing vessels -%vere restored to, thieir
owners. A loing and bitter con-
troversy followed, in whicli Great
Britain denied the sovereignty
of the Uinited States over fthe
wvaters of fIe Behrting, Sea, out-
side of fhe, recogniized interna-
tional limit of three miles; wvhile,
on thec other lîand, the United
Stafes contended that Behring
Sea is a mare claitsuin, practically
surrounded, as if is, by the terri-
tory of ftie United States. Bdlir-
ing S ca, if niay be said, extends
over nearly thirty degrees of
longitude and fen degrees of
latitude, and thec daim of fhe-
Ulnîted States that it ia a mnarc
claulsitmi, or elosed sea, wa-s right-


