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MR. DELAVAN'S LETTER ON THE WINE QUESTION.
TO THE EDITORS OF THE NBEW YORK EVARGELIST.

" S1rs,—The publication of the Extra, containing the substance
of the Biblical arguments of s« Apti-Bacchus” in respect to the nse
of wine as a beverage, hay afforded me the sincerest pleasre. 1
rejoice in it, not merely because the results of the author's inquiries
€0 to confirm the previous jmpressions of my own mind—impres-
sions derived, bowever, rather from moral than scientific constdera-
tion—but because I see in these results gratifying evidence that the
great question of the scriptural authority for the use of wine, is
tending to & more definite determination. So far as I am able to
sit in impartial judgment on what passes within my breast, the
desire that truth may be established on this, ad on every other
subject of Christian morals, is paramount, Indsed, I should feel
myself unworthy the advocacy of that cause 80 which I have
strenuously devoted so many years of my-life, were I not mere
rejoiced at the triumphs of ¢ruth, than of any particular hypothesis
or measure on Which my heart was set. It has long been with me
4 settled persuasion, that if the duty of total abstinenoé from ALL
intozicating drink, canuot be fairly made outfrom the unforced
testimony of the word of Ged, we should cesee to 1 to thue
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would he R0t rather hsve made the former than the latter?
Would he have made thst which would steal away the senses, and
destroy Both body and voul, when he could as emsily bave that
which waq harmless, nuffitious, aiid palatabls ?” I grant that in
arriving a¥ this conclusios, I in some measure reasoned inf Ignorance
of facts ; biit I was dyaws to It rather than its opposite, ftom which
my mordl ‘sensd shrunk back. * Belng in a dilemma, I clung to
that alterniative which biiored the Saviour’s character as holy and
good, ratlier than to thid which bestewed upon him equivocal
praise. With such jurptessons on my mind for years past, I'went
to Europe, and visited Fradce and Italy, seeking for light as T tra~
velled. The fadls wirtch I was enabled’to collect in wire coun-
tries, have Very minch codfirmed my previous views. Yant able to
show that the discussion'in the Temperance Intelligencer concern-
ing the kind of wine proper for the Fuckarist, and which for »
time occasiorted such a sensation in the ramks of temperance men,
and such an exnitition In those of the egemy, was a fair and
proper #uBject of discumion ; and I now only regret the yielding
to the fears of our friemds, who allowed ft to aleep,” I am pow
preparing to show that tite atiswer so’ trivmpbandy given to us,
viz: ¢ that ‘vince-unfermented winés coeuld not be bad out of the
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authority in urgiog our onterpries, “Wibough we-shouid In:thas
case at once be left withaut the greatest of all sanctions to one of
the best of all causes. Yet for myself, I must say that I bave
never feared that we should be thus deprived of the countenanre of:
the Bible in 8 work which is so palpably in accordance with the
whole scope.of its benign teachings. And although my eonfidence,
as to what the scripture testimony would eventually prove to be,
has considerably outstripped that of many of my fullow-laborers,
yet it has continually growy stronger up to the present time, when
the course of physiolagical, critical, and historical investigation
seems to be decidedly setsing towards a eonfirmation of the same
view. Still it must be sdmittad that the question is not yet
tbsolutely settled, and it would be rash to prejudge ita issues.
Whatever be the verdict of the learned and the good, if I mistake
Not my oWD CODACIousness, 1 shall implicitly yield to it when fully
8scertained. ’ :

. Previous t0 MY tour abroad, I had imbibed the strong conviction
that our Saviour Dever made nor drank imtoxicating wine. I am
Teady to admit that my early conclusions on this point were found-
ad on reasonings drawn from my - estimate of the character of the
Saviour of the World, as the best and most benevolent of all beings;
having at heart the universal interest of the human family. I
fovnd it irapossible to bring my mind to-think that he would make
Snd use a beverage Which, ginee its introduction, has spread such

“h amount of orime, poverty and death through thiis fair world,

e came to save, DOt to destroy ; and how could I believe, with
my views of alcobolic wine, that be Would make it or use it ?

While these were my feelings, there wern difficulties in the
Way which prevented me from resting with::perfect assurance
N the ground which I hag taken.. I was at's lews as to one
O two leading matters of fact; as, for instance, whether wites,
%:the fruit of the vine, conld be kept. in &0 unfernmiented state for

.:'Q, length of time, and in any. part of the world; as siso

they were.in. use, to any extent, among the Jews. I

only wished to answer these questions to my satisfaction in the
mative, to be satisfied that our Lord neither made nor drank
holis wine. T concluded that from this I could ratse an atgu-
ment which would go far to allay every saruple in the mind - of
Ty conscisntious disciple of the Saviour. ‘¢ If,” said I, * he
the choice between making i ¢t and poi wines,

ries prudnging them, is was iwpossible that the Lord's Sup-
per oould b arlbigated in ofher cowgirios, provided tho alcaholic
wine was objected to,” wad Without foundation, Thhk t
so0 staggering at that time, has stood in the way of dim
has kept the honest mind from advancing m an open field of n-
quiry. I am willing now, as I was then, to honor the jealousy of
the Christlan public, who, trembling on the precincts of holy .
ground, were unwilling to 1Ay a rash hand upon amy- thing aesoci-
ated with our salvation. Indeed, the very sensitiveness which
they manifested on this subject then, gives me more confidence i
them now, that they will come up with a noble and mmnly spirit
to the exwminatiotr of this great question, determined to apply to
it all the lights and tests which modern facts, anclens history,
chemistry, and sonud principles of distetics can be wade to farnish.

While T was in Italy, { obtained an intreduction o one of the
lnpgest wine-manufacturers thers, & gewtieman of undonbted credip
and charmeter, and on whole statements I feel assured the wimost
relisncemay be placed. By him I was frstructed fn the whole
process of wibe-miaking, s far a8 it could De dane by description,
and from him I obtained the following impartapt facts :

First, that with g Tistle care, the frait of the vine may bekept im
wine countries free froos formentation for seversl months, if undls-
tm'bed;y teansportation. Wine of this charnster he exhibjted sor
me in Janoary Tast, sevaral months after the vintage. T

‘Becondly, that the pure juice of the grape may be preserved free
from fermentation fop any longﬁ} of time by boiting, by whieh the
principle of fermentation i¢ destroyed, sid fn this state may be
shipped t any country, and in any quantisy, without s ever be-
coming fntoxmmng, ) - .

Thirdly, that §n wine-producing countries unfermented wine
may be made any day in the year. In prouf of this, the manufac~
tarer fefecred to, informed me, that he ¢hen had in, his lofte
(Janufry) for the tive of his table till the neat vintage, & quantity
of grapes eufficient to make oue Bundred gallons of wine;: that

pes cutld always be had at any-titae of the yawr to make uny,
ﬁifﬂlﬂe quantity ; ‘and chat there was nothinmg 4n the way of ob-
taining the‘frult of the vine free from: fermentgtion, in wine coun-
tries, at any périod, A large basket of grapes were sent to my
lodgings, which weve'ns delicious and looked as frash as if recently
taken from the vines, though they had been picked for months. X
had also twenty gallons made to order from these grapes, which wesw'



