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black, hitter, and burning pitch? Give me my husband !
Undo your basilisk spetls, and give me back the man that
stood with me hy the altar.

The ears of the rumseller, ever since the first demi-john
of thut burning liquid was opened upon our shores, have
been sajuted, at every stage of his tratlic, with just such ap-~
peals as this.—Such wives, such widows and mothers, such
fatherless children as never moarned in Israel at the mas-
sacre of Bethlehem, or at the burning of the Temple, have
cried in his cars. morning, nig'f, and evening, ¢ Gire me
bucl wmy husband ! Give me back my father ! Give me back
my boy !—Give me back my brother,

But has the rumseller heen confounded or speechless at
these appeals. No! not he. He could show his creden-
tials at a moment’s notice with proud defiance. He always
casried in his pocket a written absolution for all he had done
and could go on in his work of destruction. He had bought o
telter of indulgence—I mean a license ! A preciousinstrument
signed and sealed by an authority stronger and more res-
pectable than the Pope’s.  He confounded! Why the
whole artillery of civil power was ready to open in his de-~
fence and support. Thus shielded by the mgis of the law,
he had nothing to fear from the enemies of his trafic. He
had the image and superscription of Casar on his creden-
tials, and unto Casar he appealed ; and unto Cwesar too his
victimes appealed, and appealed in vain.

Washingtonians! Need I say that you are the last court
of these appeals ! That the forlorn hope of the cause is now
centred upon your exertions! How the strongest statues of
human legislation have sunk into ridiuclous impotence,
when opposed to the progress of this mighty mmin! How
fiave you found them mere characters written in the sand,
compared with the sublime and eternal principles of that
law which you have illustrated and enforced in this great
work of philanthropy, the law of sympathy and love a law
enacted in heaven, to fill earth with the perpetual sunshine
of its bliss, and to make man the fellow of angels! And
brethern, during your short experience, have you ever found
this law of love an inadequate substitute for all the legal
institutions of human wisdom.

Go on, then ; carry out the principles of the gospel, until
the world shall see their infinite aptitude for all the emergen-
« ies and relations of human lite and society ; until it shall in-
duce that millenial consummation, when nations shall accept
it as a substitute for human legislation, and abrogate the laws
which produced and perpetuated such monstrous inequali-
ties in the commonwealth of humanity.— Total Abstinence.

——

Qut of the Decanter.

A wealthy gentleman, who lived leisurely, and drank
profusely, was assisted out of his carriage one morning, in
tront of the office of a celebrated physician, and enquired of
the servant in attendance if the doctor was at home ; being
answered in the affirmative, the wealthy gentleman hobbled
in, supported on one side by a crutch, and on the other by
his coachman, and took a seat. Directly the doctor made
his appearance, and enquired the symptoms of the patient.
The gentleman related his feelings as well as he could—
stated that he could not sleep—could not walk—was con-
tinually oppressed with pains in the head—swellings of s
eyes and legs, and finally every thing that ¢ flesh 1s heir
to’? he was afflicted with. < What have you done for
yourself 7 enquired the physician. ¢ Nothing—only
dieted. I eat nothing but the coarsest food, and ver
sparingly of that; in fact my wife says I do not eat enoug
to keep a rat alive,” replied the gentleman. ¢ But,» said
the phaysician,“ you drink enougﬁ to kill an ox, which is a
great dedl worse.”> ¢ Oh, no—you are mistaken, sir, thete.
¥ do not drink more than I have for the last twenty years.
That is not my disease, certainly. But where in the world,
orYiow; T got these beautiful legs, I cannot divine.”” <1
Will tell you,” said the doctor, ¢ for I like to deal plainly
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with all men. You got them out of a brandy bottle. Now,
take m{ advice. Go home; eat more and drink less, and
you will soon be well.”” ¢ Doctor,” said the wealthy man,
1 thought you were a skilful physician j but I am satisfied
of my mistake now. We live in an age of anmbug. You
have fallen into the channel, and by aping (1 cannot con-
sider it real) the practices of its most eccentric proselytes,
you have gained an_enviable name; but, sir, it will avail
nothing with me—1I am not to be duped. Whatis your
charge for this advice?” ¢ Five doljars.” ¢ There’s
your mouey—food morning.’”” And the wealthy gentle-
man crawled back into his carriage, and was whirled out of
sight in 2 moment. The sequel: The physician hassince
retired upon an ample fortune, and is now living, in a green
old age, in the bosom of his family, surrounded with every
comfort, and enjoying that quiet 1epose which makes age a
blessing. The wealthy gentleman has tumbled from his
high estate, and is now a poor, degraded, houscless, penni-
less, bloated drunkasd, despised and pitied—alike a burden
and disgrace to his friends. The grave will soon open to
receive him, and his name will become a blank in the
memory of man. .

This is a history of but twelve short years. Let those
who read it remember that a host of diseases are drawn
¢ out of a decanter.”

PROGRESS OF THE CAUSE.

——— e

The Anniversary meeting of the Turonto Temperanee Reforma-
tion Snciety, 100k place 31st May last, when the following gentle-
men were clected :—Jesse Ketehum, Esq., Presid ut; Rev. Johin
Reaf, Rev. J. Richardsnn, Vice Presidents; Mr. Jumes Lesslie,
Treasurer; Mr. A. Chnstie, Mr, E. . Whittemore, Secrctaries ;
with an executive committee of 10, and 5 Conveners of wards,

EXTRACTS PROM REPORT PRESENTED ON TUHE OCCASION.

Your Committee believe that it will afford pleasure to all inter-
ested in the progress of Temperance tolearn, that the accession of
Members to the Society duning the past vear has been fully equal
to that nf any previous year: 617 have been added to the gencral
hist, besides an ncrease of Juvenile Members, and a steady aug-
mentation from the ranks of the 93rd Highlanders. T'he aggre-
gate on the general list is now 2070. So large an increuse to our
numbers may surprise some, who, from the omission of the usual
monthly meetings—winch, from unavaiduble causes, have been
held much less frequently than your Committee could have
wished—have thought that nothing was doing. While the larger
and more general meetings have been omitted, the Conveners of
several of the Wards have been exemplury in sustaining the
wecekly meetings, at which considerable numbers have signed th:
Pledge : and your Committee would not here neglect to express
their admiration of the zeal of an un.official member residing
castward of the city, who has usually held monthly—sometimes
semi.monthly—meetings, in his own immediate neighbourhood.
For somie time he laboured amidst many discouragements, but,
ardent in the cause, he persevered, and latterly his exertions have
been crowned with success. Between onc and two hundred
about the Don Bridge have thus been mduced to refiect on the
evils of drinking, and persuaded to lay aside the intoxicating cup;
and there is good reason to belicve, that, in a2 few cascs, under a
higher and holier influcnec, individuals have been led to * add to
their temperance, godliness,™ and the other graces of the Chnstian
hfe. The removal of a portion of the 93rd rcgiment from this
city will, of course, decrease the number of military members ;
but your Committee rejuice in the reflection, that wherever those
consistent, zealous, and intelligent ¢ Highlanders” are stationed,
there will be cxerted a salutary moral influence in fevour of Tem.
perance and every other good work. & . * s ¥

Temperanco effurts throughout Canada are greatly parulyzed
by the all but unlinuted license granted to sell mtoxicating
liguors. The Megistrates—in whom the power of granting
licenses is vested—with a few honourable exceptions, evince a
greater willingness to eid and abet this ruinous traffic, than to
limit and restrain it. In no one place, perhaps, from Gaspé to
Fort Malden, have such facilitits ‘been extended to this business
as in our own- city, ahd the consequences-Have been tnuly



