
front thre latter the very capacçity of feeling for thep
ordanar>' suflhring of timuse around him, ais of being a
moved ta exertion f'or tiroir relief in taken away. lait
this, truly, are the words of acripture fulfillor. "Hle t
tiret bath, to Vim thalt be given and he shail Lave a
abuntlance. But tra hlm that bath net, saial be
tmkenaway evea tirat wlîich lhe bath,."a

rromnptly, on the moral convictions and impie..
ioan which are given us.

ou ubt perhapt in conclusion, ta apologie for
ire nature of thre discourse 1 have given you, thre
aubject ot rvhich was certaiuly chosen more with a
view ta my own convenience, tiren ta your plea.
sure or profit. 1 dia net feel prepared for Ieaturing
here-at the saine tme 1 wue auxiaus ta appear
amoug yen were it only that 1 migbt mark tny
sympathy with tire abjects of your institution, my
respect for the clas, ta which you belong, and my
desire te aid or stimulate in any way of whichl amn
cpable your mont honurable and meritorieus ex-
ertions for your own improvement. 1 knaw well,
how many temptatiuns thero are lu this commuuity,
te ail classes--ta noue more tiraute mechanica, ta
indulgence in mere sensual pleasure. Ana 1 te-
joice in yaur cultivating those tantes and habits,
which take yau front and rais yau above tirese.
1 wish yen abatndant succes-.aed it wili give me
unfigned satisfaction of heurt if 1 cm n any
way contribute ta it,

But there iswasaadin the second place a general
lessoa3 as tu aur use and improveMcnt uf all moral

tp1ressions. Those are produccd by motel and reli-
£ious consideration, and they are alesigned to
lead ta moral and religiaus action. Be aesured the
14wo of mind, we have been considering have res-
pectto those as well as ta other impressions. By
repetition tlrey beconmo weaker. ey acting on the
impressions a habit of njoral and religions action in
forraed. Just as in the case of the emotiona of pity
and syinpathy, in the case of moral impressions,
may the operation of these two laws be for good,
or ho aisturbed and raversed and nmade for evil. By

gosaine process pay' thre mind become insensible
leo them-or a habit of cletermined wickedness and
vice be foymed. This lîowever opens up a field of
remarc, best fitted pcrlaaps fur another place, and
we would naw ouly reqamiest you to taire up thre
subjtect in this view yourselves. It is in tis view
thatyou wili find it of the mont unspealrable im-
portance.

For thre sake of illustration on this branch cf the
uubject, I may however eall your attentionte u
case. Suppose there had been bei-e on T uesday
qý%emng a person cf intemperate habits. The etate-
ment madIe of the pernicious physical consequences
of sncl habitsý, if heard for the tii-st time, wauld
be liloely ta make emqe impression. Suppose ire
shoula hear it again ta niglit, wonld it make an
,quai impression ? Suîppose it were repeated tohim
aight afier night, would it pot cesse to make any
impression at al? The sanie wauld be thre fate
oftan impresion made i>y an argument fortemper-
ace futnded, on prudence, as respects worldly
comfort,-or on moral duty, as respects encicty,
or on religious priaicipl es respects God. If a mnan
acteaou these impressions, acta instantly, acte ha-
stmstly, acte energetically, well. No matter thougir
they weaken. Thre habit cf temperance is estab -
lisbedl, and thre force ur habit supplies the place
of a powerfuil impresbion. But if he dace ?aot so
jbtt-nay, if on the contrary, lie pergi'sts in his de-
gradang habit of intetaperance, at one and thre saine
tiane, lie is becotaing in nced of a stroalger powcr
ta melau mm, and thre powcr for reclaitning lm,
wMtout especial intervention whicli he bas ne right
te expect, is Wecmiiig weiker. Judge then, haw
deplorable lais condition-suad how necessary it is
je itis or laany point of moal conduct, ta act
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ront the Seottiah Worthima
Mit. Bi~it.Mr. Blair vas bora at Ira'ine la

1593. lis father John Blair cf Windyedge, WaS A
younger brother of thre ancient and honcUrable family
cf Blair cf that 11k; his niother Beatrix Mui-, was
of tire ne less ancient and honorable faanily cf ltow-
allan. lis father died while Le was youug, andl Iett
his mother wyuL six child-em, af whom Robert was
the yaungest. She continued nearly fifty years a
widow, and lvrdilt ht ab as an hundred years ca.i.

Mr. Robert *entered into thre college of GIasgoW,
about the year 1606, where ho studied hard, and
made gi-t pi-agi-ts; but lest he sautit have be
puffied up with iris ptoficiency, as ha himstif observes,
the Lord was pleased ta visit Lira witir a tertian feer,
for full four mentra, ta tire treat 4etrimeat, cf iris
studics.

Notlîing reniarable occurred tilt ilie M'i year of
Lis sgo, Having tien finishied Ma coqrs cf philoso.
phy, under tLe discipline of iris *vin brother, Mi-.
WVillim Blair, who was sfterwards atinister at Dura.
barton, ire en.-aged foi- sûme tint te h assistant to
sut agcd sclicolmaster at Glasgow, vira iad aboye
.0W srholars under his instruction, tire half of visom
were comanited to thre charge cf Mr. Blair. At ibis


