THE PRESBYTERIAN.

-aal understanding first attained, and thereafter

the body of a right conduct added. When the
least faint glimmer of the gospel begins to
shine in the understanding, it forihwith impels
the man towards a righteous course. The im-
pulse is feeble and the'effort infantile, but both
the knowledge and the obedience have begun.
That infantile effort to turn from evil permit-
ted some more light to cater the mind, and in
the increased light the man made anuther step
of progress in the path of rightecusness. Buth,
and both together, emerge in embryo under the
great Creator's Liand, a2d both grow tugether
up to the stature of 2 perfect man in Christ,—
& m+n who knows God's will and thercfore
does it, does it and therefure knows it.

To open their eyes, altbough a figurative ex-
pression here, scarcely requires any expusition.
It is that aspect of the Spirit's regencratiog
work.which concerus the knowing of saving
truth. 1t is the work of regencration as it
saffects the understanding: itis that uaction
of the Holy One which cnubles the renewed to
koow all things that God has revealed for His
own glory and wmen's good. The practical
turning on the otlier hand, being perhays more
diffcult of comfprehensivn, is Lere more fully
expressed. There is caly one turning, but sou
turn from two things and loward two things.
At least two expressions are employed to indi-
cate what you turn from, aod &8s mzay to in-
dicate what you turn to:

“From Darkness and the power of Satan: o
Light and God.

The thiogs on this side scem two, and the
things on that side scem two: yet on either
side there is substantially only one. God and
Light do not here represent scparate and dif-
ferent objects, for God is Light. Daraness
and the power of Satan do notl here represent
separate and different objects, for the power
of Satan is darkness.

According to the word of Christ, the Master,
the foremost part of the servant's work is to
turn men from darkness and the power of
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prived of liberty. For the moment neither
captive knows or feels that he isin prison. But
both will discover it soon. When they awake,
they will know it all. Now suppose that two
messengers fror. :he king are sent simultane-
ously to these two men in their separate cells,
bearing to each his sovereign’s final decree,
and that the messengers bearing those decreez
find the prisoners asleep, and awake ihem.
Buth the one and the other are by the call of
a ruyal messenger arakened to the conviction
and conscivusness that they are surrounded by
strong prison walls and kept in by iron bars.
Both make the same discovery as to their pres-
ent persunal condition. But the sound which
reveals to this slecper his captivity 1s his own
death-warrant. the suund which reveals to
that sleeper bis captivity is the invitation to
instant escape by the messenger of the king.
Both lcarn thas they are in jrison, the one by
being shut up to dvom, the other by being led
into liberty.

Sce from that case how good it is to learn
esen & terrible truth, if we leara it in a day of
mercy, and from a Saviour’s voice. It should
be sweet even to lcarn how low and dark a
dunge.a we lie in, when we learn the fact from
Christ’s command to come out of it nto glo-
rious liber.5. It is by the invitation to safety
that we discoser our danger. Prisoners of
hope are we: the messenger who bears the
King’s free pardon opens the gates and bids us
flee.

Suppose & captive in an inner prison with
many successive circles of strong wallsarow 3
him, and suppose further that he has never
becen 1ed or carricd through these outer gates,
but bes been burn and resred within the fast-
ness. Ifhe Is led out at last ioto liberiy, he
will discover the nuniber of the retaining walls
and the thickaess of cach. The discovery will
be pleasant, although it is the discovery of the
streagth of his prisun, when his cseape first
reveals the depih of Lis bondage. Thus the
mat whom the Sun of God makes f{ree, dis-

Saten  Whea the Saviour’s word goes forth § covers the strength of his prison-house. It ig

up-n the world, it finds cvery man standiog
with his farc to darkoess and bisback tolight;
therefore the true foundation of all preaching
is tura.  “Turm ye, turn ye¢, why =il 5¢ die?”
was the key-note .7 01d Testament preaching,
and ¥ Repent, for the kingdom of beasen is at
band,” was the barbinger of the gospel in the
falness of Gime.

Observe how and where we oblain the in-
formation that we arc &1l at first in sin 2nd
under condemnation. It is nol announced by
an angry judge , we gather it from the breath
iagy of a compassionate Redeemer. Itis a
friend who tells us 1the terrible tuth that we
are lost in our otwa sin, we shoald thescfure
2l ke more willingly take it in and ke it
home. He who tells us knows all the case.
e knows what is in man 1o deserse the sen-
tence, and what is in God to inflictit. *Heas
ye Him ™

Szppose two prisoncts—such a3 the baller
and vhebaker of Phamoh in Jaseph's time—-hate
bork fargoetten their sorrews and dasgers in a
Tong deep, *wect sleep. Thes are both, aad both
alike, v the Umc, as shconsdons of anges,
ay free from fear, 28 if thes Lad neves beea de-

in going onl of it that you lcarn how deep and
dark itis.

Ia the spiritosl darkoess Satan’s power i
put forth. That powcer secks the darkness, the
darkness favours that power. They work to
each other's hands. When you tura from the
darkness, it is to the light; when you wrench
Fourselves oul of the empler’s power, it is to
come o God. Perhaps some are thinking
about this grand decisive change. They are
afraid of remaining in thedaskaess, bat, slas!
they are also afrzid to come to the light. They
are afeaid of being longer in the power of
Satan, but there Is one thing of which they
are still more afraid, aad thatis to comce near
to God.

The prodigal was for & leag time unonbappy
aftcr bis monty was all speat. Whean the plexs-
ues of sin were exbaasted, he endared its
Tiserics many & day, becawse he dreaded more
1o be seen &t hume & beggar, and to meet an
angry father’s face, thaa 1o cndure hunges and
fUth and nxkedoess in & forciga 1and. Ferhaps
some of out readess are in the condition of the
predizal dasing that intessal beoween the time
whea be fell iato beggary and the time whea



