(163)

dered it altoother beneath the light and ir‘ellect of their age.
‘I'his fact, 8o maunifest in the history of the first ¢:nturics of the
christian church is equally conspicuous 1n our days. There is,
therefore, a marked similiarity between the prima facio view of

oarly christianity and the attitudo w which Catholicism- stands
10 day in tho cyes of the generality of its 1ehgious oppo-
ncuts.

In fact our ronowned convert Mr. Newman in his admirable
essay on the developoment of christian doctrine, in applying his
first test of a truo developement, viz: Prescrvation of type or
idca—afer having shown from the most authentic documents of
christian or pagan antiquity the attitude of the Church of God
during the first threo hundred years of her existence amid Pa-
gan Philosophers aud sciolists.  Let us take it—to uso the
lcarned authors own words—viz: the church—as the world now
views it in its age, and let us 1ake it as the world once viewed
it in its youth, and Jet us sce whether there be any great differ-
enco between the early and .iie late deseription of it—the result
of this most learned comparative view of the primative Church
and tho Catholi~ Church of the 19th century is contained in
the following momentous conolusion :—

¢ If there i3 a form of christianity now in the world which is
accused of gross superstition, of borrowing its rites and customs
from the hicathen, and of ascribing to forms and seremonies an
occult tivtue ; a religion which is considered ta burden and en-
slave the mind by ita requisittions to address itsélf to the weali-
minded and ignorant, to be supported by sophistry and imposture
and fo comxadxct Teason, and oxalt more irrational faith ;—a 1c-
ligion which iuipresses on the scrious mind very distressing
views of the guilt and consequonces of sin, sels upon the miny-
cst acts of tie day, one by onc, their definnte value for praise or
bl:uhc, ‘i thius casts a giave shadow over the future ;~—a reli-
gon ‘which halds up to admiration tho surrender of wealth and
disables serious persans from esjoying it if-they would ;—a ve~
ligion the doctrines of which, bo they good or bad are to the
gendmluﬁ of men unknown, which is considered to hear on its
very surfoce signs of fully and ﬁﬂschuod so distinct thet a glance
suffigos tq judgo of it, and careful examination is preposterous;
which'is fult to be 30 simply bad, that it may bs calummated,
at Hazafd and at p!ms‘ure, it being nothing but absurdity to
stand’ upbn, (he accurate distribution of its gulll among its par-
ticular arts, painfully to detorminohow far this or that story 1s
literally true, what must be allowed ia candour, or what s im-
prabable, or what cats two ways, o. what is not proved, or
what may be plausibly defended ; a religion such that men look
at a convert to it with 2 feeling which no other sect raises ex-
cept Judaism, Socialism or Mormouism, with. curiosity, sus-
picion, fear, disgust, as th case may he, as if something
strange had befallen him, as if he had an initiation into a mys-
tery, aud had come into cormmunion under dreadful influences
as if hie ware now one of a confederacy which claimed huo,
absorbed him, stripped him of his personality, reduced him to
a mere organ or instrument of a whole ;—a religion which men
hate 3s proselytizing, anti sociul, revolutionary, as dividing fo-
wilies separating chief friends, corrupting the maxuns of Go-
vernment, making a mockery of law, dissolsing the emptre, the
ctemy of human nature, and a ¢ Conspirator against its rights
asd privileges,”’—a religion which they consider a champion
gad instrament of darkness, and a pollution calling down upon

the land the anger of Heaven, a religion which they asso

-

with intriguo and conspiracy, which they speak about in whis-
pesing, which they detect by anticipmion in whatever gocs
wronyg, and to which they impute whatever is unaccountable ;
—a religion the very namo of which they cast out as evil, and
one simply as a bad epithet, and which, from tho impulso of
self preservation, they would perseento if they could ;—if thero
bo such a religivn now in the world. 1t is not unlike Chnis-
tianity as that same world viewed it when first 1t came from its
Divine Author.”

Again continuing the same comparative view of the Catho.
lic Church of the fourth century cowbaticd and most furivusly
opposed by the many powerful heresies of that era, and the
Catholic Church of lus own day the same learned Author thus
graphically concludes.  “* On the whole, then, we have reasou
to say, that if thero be a form of Christiamty at this day dis-
tinguished for its careful organisation, and its consequent pow-
er; 1 it is spread over tho world; if 1t is censpicuous for zealous
maintcnance of its own creed ; if it is intolerant towards what
it considers error; if it is engaged in ceascless war wul all
ather budies called christian ; if it, and it alone, is called Catho-
lic by the world, nay, by those very bodies, a.d if it makes
much of the bible; if 1t nawes them heretics, and warns them
of coming luve, and calls upon them onc by one to come over
to itself, overluoking every otherlie ; and if they, on the other
hand, call it seducer, harlot, apostate, Antichrist, devil—if how-
ever, they differ one with unother, they consider it their com-
mon enemy ; if they strive to unito together against it and coa-
vert ; if they are but local ; if they continually subdivide, and
it xemains one ; if they fall one afier another, and make wav
for new sects apd 1t remains the same; such a form ot
religion is nat uahike the oluistianivy of the Nicens era.

Who will not perceive in the above descriptive portraiture «f
the well known lineamonts of the mother Church, the Church
of all ages and nations?  Yes, the world opposed her from the
beginning, it continues still to wage war against her, and most
likely shall continue to do so, till the end of time.  The iden-
tity of type so visibly warking the leading charaéterisuces of the
Catholic Church at two periods so far apurt as the first three
centuries and the 19th hundrcd year of her existence, reveals
two truths of the most mumcnlary consequences, First, the
same omnipotent Lozd that laid her foundation promising that
the gates of hell should not prevail against her, supports her
'still; hence,as the Divine Spirit by which the Churchis guarded,
i one, the Churc’ also one—the same in the 19th century
as what she may in the beginning. We sce the second place
that the gates of hell which strove so hard in days of yore to
prevail augainst the Church of God, continue the .ame crucl
warfure even in our days. Hence it is, that whenawe see the
very identical arms which have been of old brandished by the
world and the powers of darkness against the Catholic Church
| put1n requisition anow in o r days we conclude they are but
weapons from the same infernal armory.

From the facts already considered the reader must have ob—
served that while during the first eenturies of the christian
name, the widely extended Roman Empire resounded with the
foulest accusations against the followers of christianity, whilo
the worl! raduced them as the declared enemies of human na-
ture, ss the fomenters of a superstition so gross that it seemed
calousated to call upon the empire the anger of heaven, while in

.onsequenco of these atrocious falsehoods the pagan way whoop
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