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BOTH SIDES OF THE CHRISTIAN.

Thers is & beautiful symetry in yonder
maple tree which I sec from my window;
no limb obtrades so far  from the outer
line of foliage as to disturh the equipoise
of the tree; a mathematician could hard-
ly have givea it a more perfect balance.
InChristipn character symuictryiscqually
im[;orunt as an element of both beauty
and usefulness.  There ate twosides in
well developed Christian,  There is what
may be called tite Martha side, which is
occupied in benevolent activities- -in giv-
ing, teaching,toiling, and other diffusive
methuds.  Some gomd people rather over
-do this side, and veglect the Mary side,
which consists in selt-studying, rcading,
meditation and heart communion with
their Master. They are iocessantly on
the go,in & round of coustant excitement ;
and there is a tendency to noise, haste
and general superticiality.  Shallow
brooks often raise a racket; the still
streams that run deep do not so soon run
dry. A life of zcalous activity vequires
constant replenishing.  The busiest and
most benevolent Martha should often
take Mary's place at the dear Master's
feet, hoth #o learn his willand to be titled
with his Spirit,

If a bucket is to be filled from a rain-

spout, the right place fo@ that bucket is

under the stream until itis full.  We all
¢xhaust our supplies of grace pretty seon,
and must be constantly replenished if we
would ke filled unto all the fulness of
God. The New Testameunt does not tell
us much about Paul’s quiet hours or pri-
vate devetions. The sujourn in Arabia,
the #lme speut over his tent ncedle, the
confinement in several prizons, may have
afforded him ample opportunities for
maditation. Such a life of outtlow must
have required constant inflow. He must
have had close fellowship with his Loxd,
deep heart-study, aud a perpetual seul
tilling, or else he never could have stood
the hard strain and the heavy drain of
his public achievements. The mighty
men like Augustine, Luther, ascal, Bun-
yau, Edwards and Wesley ; the eliective
waguen like Elizabeth Fry and Mary
Lyon, have drawn their supplies of
strength from sseret communion with the
Divine Feun: Head. At the feet of Je-
sus all these power ful Christians were lit-
tle children.  Abidiag in him, they diew
the vital sap and yiclded the nich reven-
uc of fruis.

Every Christian requires repose aud re-
cruiting. No healthy believer can afford
te live in a perpetual whirl.  Danicl
necdel to huve an **Olivet” in his cham-
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i and Exemplar,

ber amid the roar and vevclry of Babylon;
and William Wilberforce, the bneiest
philanthropist of his ave, tells us that he
was forced otten ta withdraw from the
distracting bustle in order to keep body,
mind 'and soul in a wholesome condition.
In large towns the temiptations te inces-
sant motion are very great; the oppor-
tunities for thinking, praying and rest-
ing are proportiotiately few. A beloved
and honoved fricn'd, whes: name is as
widely known as hi:: beneficence, secured
his feading-time and Ailling time by giv-
ing & goud hour to private devotions
every morning. ‘The result was that he
kept his balance, and never degenerated
into a noisy enthusiast, or fell off inte
the dishcartened persimist. At seventy-
five he possessed the alert and ardent
hopefulness of a boy ; as the admirable
new revision of the nivety sccoud Pralin
has it, he *Hroaght forth fruit in old age;g
he was full of sapand green.” There
was one sile of him which the world saw,
but thers was another side of him which
saw God. We should all look vastly
better to the cye of the world if our own
eyes were oftener twrned m humble,
steadfast study of our Ihvine Teacher
He is the hichest style
of Christiau who is perpetually tlowing
out, because he s perpetually filling up ;
who is as strong on the side towards God
as on the side towards his fellow.men ;
and who keeps his balance between ex-
ternal activfties and internal intercourse
with his Master. —/)r. 1" L. Cuyler.

MAIIDL

And so tie critical year of Mohamme-
dan prophecy has passed and no deliver-
crhas come ! The date fixed was 1882,
gnd it was named many centurics ago.
When a dangerous funasic commenced
devastating Kgypt. and another raised
the standuird of Islam in the Soudan, i¢
seemed as if the prophecy was about te
fultil itself. But Arabi has been swept
off the field and the “‘Mahdi” is of little
account. Islam is decaying, dying, the
“‘Crescent” is fading before the Cross.
and a Deliverer is sighed for invain. 1s
maust 30 continue until the Mohammedan
turns his eye to the true Messiah. -
Phil. Pres.

It seems to be a imost appropriate thing
to be done by some Presbyterian church
—the founding a permauent 'reshyte-
rian congregation in Geveva, the city of
Johu Calvin, and where John Knox also
ministered. The free Church of Scot-
land is to have this honor.



