THEE COMMEBRCOIAL,

ZTHE BUSINESS SITUATION.

YWINNIPEG, Saturday, May 18.
Bank clearings at Winnipeg again show a
liberal incrense over the corresponding week
Jast year, though mercantile reports gonerally
speak of a moderate volume of business. The
\lanitoba crop outlook i3 considered very
favorable, notwithstanding the check to rapid
growth by the cool weather of the last ten
days,  The upward tendency of prices con-
tinues in many staplo commodities, including
sugar, hides, Jeather, boots and shoes, cottons,
«ome motals, wheat, flour. ote.  Cattle and
Liogs have bean casier in price again this week
W most markets, Batter and cheese aro weak
and very low in price. as compared witha
year ago. DBradstreet's, Now York, to-
day says: *‘Prices of staples this week again
show a sharp inclination upward, the most
striking since the revival sot in, becauso of
the increased strength of advance in and de-
mand for iron and steel,”

WINNIPEG MARKETS,

WINSIPEG, SATURDAY AFTERNOOX, May 18.

{All quotations, unlessotheruise specified, are whole.
asle for such quantities as are usually taken by retail
dealers, and are subject to the usual reductlon on large
quantities and to cash discounts.]

Boots AND SUOES.—"T'he present season is a
most unsatisfactory one for the manufactur-
ors in this branch, owing to tho advancing
tendency in leather. Shoe houses take their
orders tong in advance of manufacturing,
and with Jeather prices advancing almnost
every week. it iz very hard for them to fix
prices for Loots and shoes at safe figures,
Their raw material i3 costing them more
every day. Leather has taken a tromen-
dous advance since the season for booking
fall orders in the shoe trade opened, and the
prospect seems that leather wiltadvancoquite
a bit yet, as hides ave still advancing owing
to the scarcity of the stocks. and leather i3
still below n parity with hides. Shoe manu-
facturers have been compelled to makea
further advance in prices, which show an
appreciation of 10 to 15 per cent since the
advance started in leather. but as leather has
wade further sharp advances within the last
two weeks, the shoe manufacturers are not
in any better position than they were before
they advanced prices. Under the present
romlitions of the hide and leather market, it
seens unreasonable to expect anything but
an advauneing tendency in boots and shoes for
same time, and these who hold off ordering
inthe hope of a weakening in prices, wil
likely find they have blundered serously.

Bivon TwWiINE,—The feature of interest
in this line is the call of the Patrous of Indus-
try for tenders for thoir supply of twine for
this <eason. They are asking tenders for
about thirty car lords, though they do not
lind themselves to take thot quantity.
Drzaiers here are not quoting  prices yet. but
iti~ known, as previously stated in The
Conun vrcial that prices will be considerably
lower than last year-—~Vrobably at least g full
cent ver b, lower. The price at which the
Patrons obtain  their twine will no doubt
have some influence on prices to dealers gon-
erally It is understood the Patrons will
clxe their tender on May 23. Merrick
Auderson & Co.. agents here for the Con-
<umers Cordago Co.. will not cavry a stoek of
twiue this year, as they have done in the
past. hut will siinply bring in twincas
ordered. The margin on twine is now so
smail that no one wants to tako the risk of
carrying any stock over to another ¢cason,
aud it will therefore be necessary for country
dealers to get farmers to place their orders

carly.so thatthoy will know just what quantity
of twine thoy will require, as it will perhops
bo impossiblo to replenish stocks lato in the
season should any run short, as no lmge
stocks in advavce of actual orders will 80
carried here.

CoAl.—Prices delivered to consumers
in Winnipeg aro as follows Imported anthra-
cite, 20 per ton for egg, stove and nut sizes.
Western anthracite, 88,57 per ton for stove
and furnace sizo, and S8.50 for small nut;
Lothbridge bituminous, §7.5 ) per ton, Souns
lignite. 81,25 delivered or $3.75 on cars here,
and 81,50 to 81.75 on cars at the inines,

Dry Goops.—The firmness in prices in
many staplo lines of goods, which
has been so noticeabla of late, 13 beginning to
manifest itsolf in the dry§ goods trade. In the
United States cottons are firm, and a consid-
erablo advance has taken place in both gray
end white cottons, and the factories in Yoth
cottons and woolens are well employed. In
Canada cottons are following the advance in
the [Tnited States and have appreciated about
T4 per cont.

DruGs—Cream tactar continues to advas ¢»
abroard. Glycerine is firm. The advance
in the duty on c'wohol causes an advancing
tondency in tinctures, ethers, cxtracts,
ote., of from threce to five per cent,
Following prices are for small parcels,
and will’ bo shaded considerably for full
package orders: Alum, per pound, 33 to4ic,
alcohol, 31.75; bleeching powder, per pound;
6 to 8c; biuestone, 43 to Sc; blue vit-
rol, 3 t Sc; borax, 11 to 18c; bromide
potash, 35 to TS¢; cawmphor, 75 to 83c;
camphor, ounces, 80 to 90c¢; carbolic acid,
40 to 65c; castor oil, 11 to 15¢; chlorate
potash, 28 to 85¢; citric acid, 55 to 6dc; cop-
peras. 8} to de; cocaine, per oz. $7.50 to
$8,00; cream tartar, per pound. 28 to 85c;
cloves, 20to 25c; epsom salts, 33 to d¢; ex-
tract logwood, bulk, 14 to 18¢, do., boxes, 18
t020c; Germanquinine, 30 to40c, glycerine,
per pound. 20 to 25¢; ginger, Jamaica, 23 to
40c; do., African, 20 to 25¢; Howard’s
quinine, per ounce, 85 to 13¢; iodine. §5.50
to 86.00; insect powder, 35 to 40c¢c; morphin
sul.. 81.90 to 2,25. Opium, $1.50 to 5.00;
oil, olive, 81.25 to0 1,10; oil, U.S. salad, $1.25
to 1.40; oil, lemon, super £2.25 to 2.75; oil,
peppermint. $1.00 to 4.50; oxalice.acid, 18 to
16cy potass iodide, $1.25 to $1.50; saltpetre.
10 to 12¢; sal rochelle, 30 to 85¢c; shellac. 45
to 50c¢; sulphur flowers, 33 to ic¢; sulphur
roll, per keg 8% to 5c: soda bicarb, per keg
of 112 pounds, $8.75 to $1.25; sal soda. $2.00
to 88 ; tartaric acid, per 1b, 45 to 55,

Tisn.~—\We quote: British Columbia sal-
mon 1le1b; British Columbia halibut, 1ie,
Fresh mackerel. 123c . ; cod, 9¢; haddock,
ac; smelts, 127, sea herring. 35¢ dozen ;
Lake Superior herring. 25¢ doz; Lake Superior
trout. 9%c: whitefish, tic, pickerel, ic; stur-
geon. 7¢. smohed whitefish. S 1b., smuked
goldeyes, SV to 85c dozen; red herring, 20c
Bo.\'; finnen haddies. 6 to 6ic1b; salt herring
§1.50 per Larrel; bloaters, $1.00 to SL.75per
box; Jysters, $1 90 for standards and $2.u0
for sclects, per gallon; dry cod, 7cib; bone-
ess cod, 7 to Tic; boneless fish, Ge.

FLuIp BEEF, ETC.—~Following are prices of
tho gonds put up by the Johnston Fluid Beof
Company of Montreal :—Johnstons Fluid Beef
—No. 1, 2-0z. tins, per dozen, §2.70: No. 2
Hoz., $4.5035 No. 3. Soz.. §7.88; No. 4. 1 1b.,
$12.83; No. 9, 21b,, $24.30. Staminal—20z.
bottles, per dozen.§2.53; do, -loz,, §5.10: do, 8
0%., ¥¢.6I1 do, 16oz., $12.75, Tluid DBeef
Cordial—200z. bottles, 810, Milk Granules—
In cas~s of 4 dozen, $£5.1v. Milk Granules
with Cereale—In cases of 4 dozen, $§1.25

GROCERIES.—Sugars have continued very
strong and advancing. The ic duty coming
in ata time when there was an advancing
tendency in the market aside from the influ-

enco of the duty, has made thesituation very

strong. 'There would no doubt have been an
advanco of 3 to 3c in sugars at the present
timo oven if the duty hafn not been imposed.
Eastern rofiners advanced prices jc again on
Monday, making on advauce altogether of Zo
on granulated within the fortnight, jc¢ of
which is directly due to the duty recently
placed on all sugar to that amount, in addi-
tion to the duty of Gic per 1 pounds
previously imposed on rofinod sagars, raws
b:iug formerly free. Eastern refiners now
qute dic for granulated and 8§ to 4o fo:
yollows. Molasses and syraps aro slightly
higher. owing to the increase in the duty and
tho advance in molasses abrond. The pries
of domestic canned corn and peas has been
roduced 23¢ by the packers® associatian. It
appears, howeover, that prices of canned goodz
are generally demoralized. Packersaro offer-
ing freelv, direct to the wholesalo trade at
lower prices thau the association lists quote,
and this would indicate & probable breaking
up of the association.

GREEN Fruits.—Lemons have been com-
ing forward in car lots from Montreal, being
from steamship loads landed there dirent from
the Mediterranean, Winnipeg dealers attend-
ed the sales of these direct importations and.
bought heavily for the spring and summer
trade. Prices at tho Montreal sales were very
strong this year, prices realized being higher
than last year, so that lemon prices will rule
firm thig season. Califurnia navel oranges
are about done for the season. DBananas
were  very scarce this  week.  Straw-
borries are now down to SL30 per
crate. Quutations hore- are  as follows:
California oranges seedlings, $8.00 to $8.25
per box; California Navel oranges, $1.00 to
$1.25 per box; Messinalemons, $5 per box;
apples §7 to §7.50 per barrel for anything
good ; bauanas, $2.25 to $3.75 per bunch
as to sizo. LYincapples, 8L50 to $6
per dozen ;  strawberries $L.50 per
crate of 21 boxes; Egyptian onions, 85.0J per
100 pounds. TLayer figs, 10 1b boxes. 15¢ per
pound. Whito comb honey, 22¢ a 1b; new
dates, 7 to 7ic a lb. Maple sugar, lUe lby
maplo syrup, $1.10 per gallon tin.

TARDWARE, PAINTS, OILS, ETC.—The out-
look in metals looks decidedly fiemer, prin-
cipally owing to the advance in coke, which
must sooner or later have it3 effect on the
iron market, 1f maintained. Pig tin and cop-
per have advanced sharply in England and
the latter also in the United States. Tuar-
pentine has declined heavily, as much as3c
at Montreal last week, and i3 weak in the
South. TLinsced oil was also 1¢ lower at Mon-
troal last week. Castor oil is firm. Refined
patroleam has made asecond decline since the
recont **boom’ in crude began to subside.
United Statesoils have declined 23c altogeth-
er for refined, and Canadian oils lc, in the
Fast. l.ocally there arve no changes in prices:
Quotations here are as follows :

Wuite LEADS.— Pure, ground in oil,
association guaranteo, $6 per 100-1b kegs;
white lead, No. 1, per 100 1bs., §5.50 ; white
lead, No. 2, $5.00; assorted 1 to3-1b. tins, per
1b., 1Qc.

TREPARED PAINTS.—Puro liquid eolors,
per gallon, $1.25 to $1.85.

Dry CoLoRrs.—White lead, per 1b., 8¢ red
lead.54c; yellow ocre, 23¢; golden ocre, 5¢;
Venetian, ved, French, 3ie; Venectian, red,
English, 83c; English purple oxides, 4ic;
Amecrican oxides, per 1b., 8 todc. These prices
for dry colors are for broken lots. 3¢ per 1b.
less when full kegs or barrels are taken.
American vermillion, kegs, 15¢, English ver-
million, in 80-lb. bags, %0e per tb. ;D]& than
bags, per 1b., SL.

VARNISHES.—No. 1 furniture, per gal., §1;
estra furniture, S$1.85; pale oak, $1.50,
elastic oak, $1.75; No. 1 carriage, $2;
hard oil finish, $2; brown Japan, 8t
goldsize Japan, S81.50; No. 1, orange



