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British Columbia's Eldorado.

K»ara, 5 June, 1894

The stern wheel steamer Neleon, of the
Columbin and Kootenay Navigation Co., plics
between Nelson, Kaslo, snd Bonners Ferry, in
Idaho.  Ou her I took paseoge to Kaslo, It
being atter midnight when wo passed Balfour
and Aiusworth, theso ports cuvld not be scen.
Tho latter place is the larger of thn two, but is
only a amall village, with some of the silver
mines frst discovered in Kootenay within a
short distanco of it.

Kaslo, forty five miles north of Nelson, on
tho Kootenay Lake, is a regular boom town,
In population and in buildings it is almoat
twico tho size of Nelsou, and the volume of
business trawtncted Nore seems to Lo much
larger than thel of its older rival. Appearances
are rather deceptive, and Iam told that Nolson
transacts & much lavger wholesale and retail
business than it is credited with at first sight.
But the strects of Kaslo are moro crowded, tho
stores nnd hotels doa larger retail businsss,
and tho citizens talk bigger than those of any
other town in Kootenay.

The present population of Kaslow, I learnod
from roliable sources, is about 1,500, During
the end of the winter and early spring it was
from 2,200 to 2,600. The loss of population is
duo to tho exodus of prospectoss to the hitls for
the summer work.

The town site i» on a tloping terraco formed
by tho action of Kaslo river, which comes down
through a valley or ** gulch” west of the town,
Kaslo Bay is a beautiful little inle’ north of the
town, where the big rafts of logsare moored
for the use of the large tawmill and planing
mill operated by Mr. Buchanan. The steam-
boats l;und most of their freight there. The
stecp wall of a mountaio coming right down to
the waters of the tiny bay hor baen laid off in
town lots, which if they arc ever bailt upon
will enable the dwellers in the upper streets to
drop in to visit by way of the chimnies of their
neighbors on the strect below. Tnere is
evough of Kaslo already laid off to form a
second Chizago, and notwithstaading tho fact
that the hilla come down closc around the towa,
the maps present a very comprehensive system
of streets, without regard to the topcgriphy of
the country immediately around the town, The
real estate boom is flat now, and there are fow
eales of p operty except for building purposes.
The town, only a few months ol {-—]ess than a
year- -nas grown wounderfully fast. The maia
' ceet is well filled up with hotels and business
placos, many of thew. very credital le buildinge.
Chors are sixteen liconted hotels, h aded by the
large and pretentious Slocan, and three public
boardivg Eouses, in addition to smaller con-
coins. No salooms are permitted, each place
that secures a license must have accommoda
tion for a specified number of guests. There
are two dry gonds houses, four general stores,
one hardware store, thrre groceries, two furni-
ture slores, two tinshops, three tailors, five
hakeries, one brewery, two newspapers (the
Examiner and Claim), one private bank, one
commission firm, half-a-dozan cizar snops aud
news depota, Lwo druggists, two jewelers, two
butchers, two blackswmith shops, oune shae:
maker, two boat building shops, powder fic
tory, & telephone exchange, etc. There are
several new buildings in courge of erection to
be occupied av hotels or stores. The real
catate offices are too pumerous to bs counted
with certainty. Law, medical, and assay
offices also form part of the mercantil: life of
the town, .

The population of the town is very largely
Amorican, although is well repiescated in busi.
ness circles, Mainitoba is reprosented by a
branch of T. A. Garland’s Purtsge la Prawie
establishment. It has another branch at Nel-
son. Haslam & MoKelvie of Brandon purpose
opening in dry goods and gent’s furnishinzs as
soon as possible, Thos. Norquay, son of the
Iate premier of Manitoba, is one of the real
estate kings of Kaslo. ] .

Although Kaslo is crowded with minors,

speoulators, gamblers and tho general float tha

follows a mining towa, mostly Americav, it is
an orderly town, whoro life and property is us
safo an it {a iu tho city of Wianipeg. They are
an cntorprising people the Kasloites, and if
push will bring and keep their city in a leading
position in Kootenay then itis bound to take
it.

At present business is dull because the winter
roads and trails are broken up, and the summer
onca aro scarcely in fit condition for travel yeot.
I -vould not recommend avyone to go to this
district looking for work, there are plenty thers
alroady. Experienced prospactors do woll and
lator on miners will bo in big demand,
About 500 ininers _have gone out over the hills
iuto the Slocan district and iato the Lardo
district. Thoso who are waiting for better
trails are canped around in tents and shanties,
formiog a very large but no! pretentious addi.
tion to the town  When Mr, Van Horno's
patty was hace they epant a few hours in the
town, and vi ited Lardo, a viilage at the north
end of Kootenay Lake, eighteen wmiles from
Kaslo,

The price of staple articles in dry goods and
groceries is not as high hero as one would sup-
pose, about 25 to 40 per cent higher thaa in
Wianipeg., The people dress well, and in ad.
dition to the stock of mining clothing—the most
important ot all—ecch store keeps a fino lino of
gonts clothing and furaishings, whilo they also
carry an excellent stock of ladies wear and
dress goods, for, ia addition tv the number of
respectable ladies, which is bocoming larger
svery day there is a large trade in the tiaest of
goods, to be done with that element which fel.
lows mining camp3; more of a selact class hero
than is usual on the opposite side of the bound
ary in similar places.

The more respsctable of the stores close on
Sunday,most of them,Iam sorry to say, only be.
cause their clerks ¢ kicked” vigorously at
working seven days in tho weok. Some of the
others take a half holiday on that day. The
least useful of the shops, the cigar stoves, etc,
nearly always keep open the waole day. The
hotels make a show of observing the law.
Drunkeness is rather uncommon on the streets,
because Kalo hasa veteran chief of police and
a couple of good policemen, who keep the fear
ot Cinadian law before the eyes of the dis.
orderly element. Perhaps no better compli
mont could be paid to our Canadian 1aws than
the information frequeutly conveyed by one
disputant to his antagonist—*If I had you
over ‘tho line I would put a bullet through

ou!”

A telophone line runs along the west aide of
Kootesay Like from Nelsoa to Balfour, Aias-
worth and on to Kaslo. For the triflivg sum
of fifty cents you can send a mosssge from
cither end, and for aa additional tweaty five
cents you can have it delivered to any houseat
it s destination.

I saw notices calling for ten-lers for the clear.
ing of the right of way and furnishing of the
ties fur the tirst section of five miles oa the
Kaslo-Slocau railway, designed to coanect
Katlo with Slo:aa miaing disteict, from tweaty-
five miles and mors westward of the towan.
People here do not have much counfideace
in the railway chacrtec holders, I fear,
anl they are clamoriog for the completion
of‘the wagon road through the same distric:.
Last wiuter the citizeus cootribnted in the
most liberal mananer thousands of dollars to-
ward the consiruction of this road, anl overit
as a winter road they received tens of thou-
sands of dollars worth of ore, whose sale put
plenty of moaey into circulation, so thatlast
wicter was a boom time at tke ambitious port
of Kostenay Lake. This ore brought down
from the mines to Kaslo a%a costof $40 per
ton, was shipped on via Bonver’s Ferry to the
Awerican smelters, and the noney realized for
its sale was spent in and arouad Kaslo. Just
let me instance.  The owners of the Washing-
ton mine paid over to Mr. Humpkrey, the great
trausportation man here, £21,000 for hauling
their ore from mine to town, a distance of
about 25 miles. Mr, Humphroys took out large

quantitica of ore for other minos, but owing to
tho fact that ho had to opon many of tho trails.
and his expsnses were 20 high, 117 roally made
no profit for his winter's work.  Some of tho
ore is brought down on aleighs, somo is packed
9n_tho backs of horses and 1nules, and sowno of
it is brought down in rawhide sacks, that is
sacks made of the fresh hide of cattle aund
dragged alonz tho giound hair side down, They
last well, and & horse vn often draw a tou of
ore.:n ono of these, thoy slip over tho snow so
casily,

A word aboul theore. It Is the richeas silver
ore district ever discovered, and can atmply
discouns the famous Coenr d’Alene mines,  If
silver was not in such a depreciated condition,
there would bo one of the &gg\m, astampades to
this country ever seen. Tho mineral belt pass
es right through West Kootenay, and it savrics
gold, silver, coppar, nickle, lead, fron und other
wmetals, principallv in ores, I have ouly eeon
ono particle of native silver in tho district, n
poor ons at that. But thess groas lodos of
gnlcnu_(lcad ore In cubio form, fiae or conrde)
carry silver i some cates of fabulous richuess,
for masscs of ore that will assay from $1,000 t»
3,000 per ton must be considerod rich fadeed,
Io spoaking of assays ths silver isrockoued in
ounces and the lead in per cont.

_You want facts concerning tho minus in the
Kootenay country, and I will give them as
close as possible. * I spent soven years in u sil-
ver miniang coustry, and am not a tendorfoot in
experience. I saw 4o many spociinens from so
mony districts, and of sach great richness,
that I am constrained to say that Kootenay is
wonderfully rich, aud when the inlucs are epen.
ed up by railway connection there will be un
immenso production of silver and load, and of
what I am bettar pleased to sco than eithor of
them, the royal old metal--gold,

Bat thero are great difficultics in she way of
pruspectiog, developing wnd mining in this
country, although its wonderful lnko system
has romoved much ot the ditlisulty. I do not
merely want to boom the district. " Tho Awmori.
cans usually know a good thing whaa they see
it, and that is why ten to every oneof tho
mines aro owned by our cousins who have vome
into the couatry in crowds within the last year
to invest, develop and resell to Kaglish com.
panies at a big profic. My next letter wiil coa.
tain Slocan Lake expariences.

Hexay J. Woobsivg,

Change Your Advertisement.

Advertising space costs a gool deal of m.noy,
and no advertiser can aff)ed to waste it or al.
low it to lose any of its value by neglecting to
furaish fresh copy frequently. Au advertisc.
mont thatrans along moath after minth with.
out change does not piy the advertiser, It
lases its effoct and is worth practically nothing
after the ficst half dozan insersions. This 1
the reason that mauy paople do not finl their
advertising paying them. An editor who
uever changed the news or editoral in his pa.
per would not expect his papsr to pay him, and
an advertiser who never chaoges hia advertise.
ment, but expects the public to read and be ia.
terested in the samo stercotyped card, day
after day and week after week, need not ox-
pect returns fron: the spaco he uses,

Advertising is an art, a business in itself,and
the average business man will fins that ho has
not time hiniclf to attend to the writing and
takiong charge of that branch and givicg it tho
astention it desorves. Hoe piys large sums for
space in nowspipsrs and oiher publications,
aud be caonot ufford t+ glect for the small
additional sum that iv .vuld cost to employ
someons who makes a business of writiog ad-
vertisements, to take chargs of it for him.
The mout eaccessful advertisers in tho country
to-dsy are the ones who dovote the same
amount of attontion to the advectising depaxt.
mont that they do to any other dopartmont
necessitating a like expenditure of money.



