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BlUSIN~ESS OVERDONE.
Of tho rnany Iattcrs wlîiih hiave beau wvritten

to the papiers concerning the receit ratailera'
convention, thora is flot one which enntainc<t
more truth than that signed l'A Farîncr,,"
whicli appearcd in the Winnipeg Frer Prei.
This writer, as may be expocted, gives vont to
soma peculiar views ; but when lio speaks of
businesq bain g oeordona, hie lits prctty close te
the mark. Tho following extract frein the
latter is worthy ef re-produution. "A Fariner"
8&ys:

STharo is nlot a city, tovn fier village that
does nlot hava two or threo times as rnany
dealers as thora is business for. Somo puer
fool gets it into his liead that ho is a little
better than lus fellows. Re is aboya wvorking
and thinks if hoe cau got at storekeeping ho %vill
hae a gentleman. The foew dollars lie lias at
command arc invested in goodi% and lie gets as
much more on credit. lu saione place where
thora arc too, many traders alroa(ly ha hangs
out hie sign and hiencctorward lia considers;
himself a maxn of no mean order. But cI'8toin.
ers arc fcw and the profits on wvhat hae selle arc
scarcely enougli to keep soul and body together.
Ris case soou becomnes (losperate; ho salle
almost indiscriminately to any one, aiîd finally
goos undler. Gainsay it wvho %vill the aboya is
about the modus operandi of a large parcentaga
et the retail dealers from start te finish."

lVhile it is net necessary te endorse the ex-
trema viow etftthe casa as preoeted in tho
aboya extract, thora is no denying the charge
that business is overdone in this country.
Thora are certainly altogether too maxiy people
in store business, in comparison with the total
population of the country. .Almost aery
town and village in the country is overdone in
the matter o! stores, and yet aven in this close
year nen, stores are being opened evcry day.
W'hcre thora is a fair living for one good
general 'store, thora are usually tyo, or threo
such establishments. This is the ruie al
through tha country, and an exception to it
can hardly be found in all Manitoba. Nor
does thora appear to be auy prospect ef an iim-
provement. The population is incrcasing year
by year from immigration, but the stores are
niultiplying in groater proportion than the in-
crosse in population. As fast as new railways
are opened, stores are started at points al
along the lino, anid thesa corne into competitien
ivith stores previeusly astablished in the 01(1er
towns in the saine districts, 'while at the saine
time thora is ne material increaso iii the pop.
ulation. AI] the Pterekeepors are axiius to
do business, and tee keen cempatition which
follows leads to reckless credit business, paying
too high prices for produce, and finolly to
failure.

It is net liard te discever the causp of this
stafe of things. -4o5mpetition and reekîass
credit businesss ôà-the part o! tIe wholesale
trade May bé'&iîIY set down as the direct
cause. To gohled this again we Migît Say
that.tli ban'kis"system of tho country la in a
large McasuriýrsponsibIc for the conditions
which piréval lin the wholasale trade, and which
in turii IiSad te tha undesirablo state of things

iuling in connection with retail- trado. Fer
tIc prosonit, howeror, it will bo suiaient, te
consider the conditions as ruling betweon the
wvholesale and rotail trade. The dirct caus o
of tho trouble is the aie witli wivch alniost
aîîy oea can obtain a stock et gods for
the purposo o! starting In business, without
pessessing cither of the two main requisitos-
capital and business ability, the latter et course
inoluding experience. In tact It may bc said
tîmat capital is ne object in startlng business in
tliis couîntry. About aIl tîjat; is necessary te
got a largo steak of gonds is te rent a store and
hang ont a aigri. xIn a short time the druminers
wvill ba on bond. and if the "marchant" will
only buy, hie will sen have more gooda thaxi
hie knows whlat te de with. WVa ara awara o!
sovoral instances whoe a party hasi opcned a
little store with a single lino ef goods, and ha%
sourn tound himself the nominal prepriator et a
large stock o! goneral merchondic. WVe wiIl
say, fer instance, tliat a party with very limitod
capital, starts in bunsiness at a country peint
with a few dollars' worth of groceries. Ha la
sean v-isited by a ropresontative et a she bouse
who is onxieus te werk up a connection ia the
tovn, and net being able te soli te any o! the
lieuses in that lino, hoe induces our small trader
te accopt a stock of boots and sbees, by
promises et unlimited credit and strong back-
ing. Thon a dry goods man and a clothiag
man anid represontatives of cethr branches
fellow in the saine marnner, until our little
'<oe herse" trader is soon at the haad et a
large establishment Ha is lackiag in ex-
perionca te hoe sure, but thon lie lias nething te
]oe, and lie ean elasb away and roll eut the
geuds on credit freoly until the time cornes for
him te ossign, the latter maya preceded porhaps
by a compromise at 50 cents on the dollar.

la the pictureoevordrawn ? W'el, sve have
kneovn of just such cases. It has 'heen re.
inarked, and it seems te ho a tact, tliot whole-
salern iill alip gooda te parties en ordors taken
by travallors, where tbey would net accept the
order werc the saine party ta, apply at the
office o! thea heuse. Il the porty lad applied
for gonds on credît at tho office bafore starting
in business, hae would bave been re!usad, but
once lie hangs eut a sigu aud is visited by a
traveller, luis orders are taken regardless cf the
censequences.

This dors net mean that credit; isi net given
ten, treely at thc offices et the wholesale estab.
lishmnents. Even in these close tirnes, and wvitli
aviden',as on every hand that the trade et the
country le greatly overdone, those who decide
to go inte business scu te have little trouble
in obtaining plenty o! gonds on credit. IVo
have recently learned o! newr business ventures
floated upon capital et three te five bundicd
dollars, wvliclx would indicato that the situation
is net likely te ba improvcd for the future.
Thc result ef tiuis 8ystom la over-comxpotition,
reckless credit, compromises, as3ignments,
slaughter sales, and general demxoralization et
business. Under suab ciranunstances it is ne
wsonde: that niany marchants whe have started
under botter conditions, becoma disconraged,
or are forccd te the wall. The position et
those who endeavor te do a straightferward,
legîtimato business, la anything but comforting,
while uit the sama Lime LIa wholeslo, traite is
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bringing disaster upan ltself, lin tho bankrxipt.
clos whlch are inovitablo under such a system.

In, conclusion, wo may say as a warning to
any svho May ho tbinklng et starting ln store
business liera, that Manitoba La not a desirable
place for sueh ventures. Thera is scarcoly a
peint in the wluolo provinco whore business In
the store traýo ls net overdonc. Tho who
have nething te losa et course are salo enougî
in trying an exparimext i but te those who
wieb te do businessi in a legitimato way, tliere
le very little encouragement te emxbark; lu store
business boeo, cither in the aity, or lin the
country tomes and villages.

TARIFFS ANfl TRAIIE WITH -TIR US,
Tho proposod changes in LIe United States

tariff arc outliued in a recent Issue ef flradsreegs'
journal. A large number et changea are sub-
mitted in almeet very css of good. The
duty on steel rails is roduccd $4 par tee, and
about the sauna roduction is mado on railway
iran. Many other changes in mel& are mnade
in the bill. Lead ore is placed at a duty of Iý
cent par pound, and silver ore containing lead
will pay t11e saune rate for the portion et laad
containcd in the ore. On wool tlie duty le
advanced ono cent from; 10 te 1l cents on first
class, iromn 10 te 12 cents an second css, and
tram, 2à te 3à cents on third cîsas wols.
WVaslbed wools pay double daty, and sceurod
tîrce trnes the duty on unwashed. On raw
silk tIe duty ie advanced te $1 par pound.
Advances are made on tsax, luomp and jute. A
large numhor of changes are made ini drtugs sud
chemical, cils, etc., usually lin the direction of
reductions. Hown timber is reduced froun 20
te 10 par cent. ad valoremn, sawed boards re-
main at, $1 par 1,000 foot for sott woods, and$2
par 1,000 foot for woods net enumarated. Tha
duty on sugar ia flxed at 35 par cent ad valoromn
helow No. 16 Dutch standard sud 40 par cent.
ainova that grade. The dluty iermorly collécted
on sugar was 69175 par cent. ad valorem, se
that the reduction will ha about 50per cent
Willat & Gray eay et the 'augar changes --

*'Refiners' piroection is reduaod frein thie
preseet prohibitory tariff te the equivaleut of
about 101100c. par pennd on refined, and the
raidnoe the celer limit te Ne. 16 Dutch

stnadwill permit a few sugars trom Dem-
erara and West India Islands to, corne in, which
might possibly go directly inte, consumption
without reffuinug. Home production receives
about la par peund protection instead et about
2c, as abt present. Consumers wil ha bexiefited
te the full exteut et Lha duty reduction, say le
par pouad, at least. The gevernrnent will re-
celve about =2,000,000 for duty, plus an
increase trom incrcased cansumptien atimnulated
by low prices."

The duty on Sumatra tobacco is incrcascd ta
$2.75 par pouad and the duty on cigars la
clanged frein $2.50 per pound and 25 par cent.
ad valoremn te '%M50 par pound. The provision
sdliedule shows a general ixicra-ase et rites.
Hoes aud mules are mode dr tiable at $30 par
head, but when exceediag $150 in value they
have to pay 30 par cent. ad valorem. TIc duty
on grown cattle ls fixed at $10 par lad, on
hegs uit $l.50, and on sheep at $1.20. Thle
duty on barley is increased tram Mel te S0c par
bhlI, that on laps la raised fromn se te 15c
par pound. TIare ii a reduotion ot the duuty
on rice frein 2e toi je par pound. The duty .on


