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THE OCRITIC.

CITY CHIMES,

Drar Rranrnrs,—Having been assignod the editorship of tho department
of the Critic koown 8s City Chimes I beg to introduce myeolf without
furtber ado. In ontering upon the work of briefly chronicliog the evonts of
tho weoks as they rimo and go, mv sincore deJiro is tu give the satisfaction
nnd ploasure that have beon enjoyed in the past by those who are intoresied
in this column, '

The audiences which fiiled the Academy of Music on Monday, Tuesday,
snd Wednesday evenings of this week to witness Goothe's ** Faust,” as pre-
sented by Mr. Lewis Morrison and his company, were asenthusiastic as they
wero large, and although tho play was long, lasting over three hours, the
intorest of the immenso assemblies seemod to nover flig. I wounld I could
doscribe tho production, bo it never so inadequately, to our readers who
had not the good fortune to witnoss it for themselves, but worls fiil to do
justice to the grand scenic effects produced by skilful arrangement of cil-
ciam and electric lighte, The Brocken scene, in which the fisnd, Mophisto,
conducts bis victim, Faust, to the edge of a high cliff, where he may stsnd
and gr:- upon the carnival of witches and the agony of the inhabitants of
the abode of his Satenic Msjesty, by far smpissed anything ever fut on in
Halifax, It was grand, and even the gods expressed their appreciation in
loud applause. 'Tho story of Faust as msde famous by Goethe is woll known
to many, and no doubt many who have hithirto been ignorant thereof will
have interest enough aroused to obiain apd read the immortal tale. The
legend of which Goethe has given us a practical rendering is biiefly as ful-
lows: Dr. Faustue, according to tradition, was a c-lebra’ed necromancar,
born about 1480 in Wurtemburg, who had mastered all tho secret scionces,
and being dissaticfied at the shallowness of humsn knowledgo, makes an
sgreement with Satsn, according to wbich the dovil wasto serve him for
full twenty-four yesrs, after which Faust’s soul was to be delivered to otor-
nal death. The contract, signed by Faust with his own blyod, contained
the following conditions: ** 1, he shall renounce God snd all celestis] hosts ;
2, he shall be an enemy of mankind ; 3, he shall not obey priosts ; 4, ho shsll
not go to church or partake of the holy saniaments ; 5, he shall shun wed-
lock.” Faust having signed these conditions Satan sends Lim as a familiar
spirit Mephistophales, a devil ** who likes to live smong men,” and with this
imp ever by his side he begins a life of wild dissipation. }e revels in all
kindsofenjoyment,of which his attentive devil servant constintly invented row
forms. Asthe term of twenty-four years draws to a close Fsustusseeks rolief
and salvation from the priest, but nothing avails bim, snd after a tragic death
s'rugglo at midsight, during wkich heart-rending sbricks for help and cries
«f aoguish wingle with the demeniacal laughter of fiends, Fuust’s soul i3
given up. Tha tragical fato of Faust is repreconted as resulticg from an
irreconcilable cenflict of fsith and knowledge. Mr. Lawis Morricon's concep-
tion ¢f Mepbisto is originsl, ard alibough a critic in this city hes pronounced
it Jackiog in weitdness, in my Eumble opinion the lavghing, mecking,
cringing fiend, as personated by Mr. Morrison, is quite uncanny encugh.
He portrays the character with much vigor and strepgh, and bis changes of
facial expression aro marvellous. In Mr. W.R Owen he has an excellent
Faust—the old and decrepit msn, tormented with conflicting doubt and
faith, who, having quaffed Mephisto’s draught of youth, ttands before his
sudienco traneformed, a young and handsome koight. Marguerite, the sweet
and pure maiden who is brought into Faust’s Iife by Mephisto, and who
gives ber Jove wholly t> him, is represented by Miss F.orerce Riber's, t)
whom the sympatbies of her audiencs spontancously go out. Fair and sweet,
with wuch dramatic power, Miss Roberts did ber werk in & way which has
never failed to win for Ler favor wherover she hasappearcd.  Mr. Lawronce,
as Valentine, Marguerite's brothor, was gocd, and the rest ¢f the company
porformed acceptably tho parts sssigned them. Mrs. Cliffnd a8 Dame
Martha supplied the comedy, and in conjunction with Mephisto called several
times into play the 1icible faculties of the audience, but the picco was much
too full of pathos and sadnets to edmit of much Jevity., The musical ability
of the corpany is worthy of note, and the secred mucic of the cathedral was
excellently well rendeted. Porconslly I do mot remember when I go
thotoughly enjoyed a theatricel porformance, and I could rot but wonder if
the suggestive rearness of the tempter of mankind at all times when good
socomed rising in Faust's beart might not * turn out a sermon” perhags
mote cffeciive than one from the pulpit, Mr. Clatke nents the thanks of
ou»‘:F theatre-gcers for the opportunity sfforded of witnessing Mr. Morrison
in Faust.

One of the most interesting evonts of lust week’s full programme of out-
door entertainments, was tho annual sports of tke Wanderers' A, A. Crub,
held on their grounds last Saturday afterncon, The weather was glorious
and the spectators numbered mine hundred, porhaps more. It roally seetnod
as though overyone was there. Al tho fair maidens and comely matrons,
the enthusiastic youths and dignified yentlemen, one meets in a day’s walk
seemed to be eagerly watching the movements of the participants in the vari-
ous events, aud the grand stand presentcd a scene almost as interesting as did
tho field. Time and space forbid me giving a detailed account of the sports.
The ruoning, walkiog, jumping, vaulticg etc. all wont to prove that we have
some athlotes in ourcity worthy of encouragement. Saveral of tho younger
competitors in Saturday's eports did scme excsllent work, and give promiso of
in a fow years holding well their own, and of bringing honur to tho associa-
tions to which thoy belong. At the conclusion of the sports Mrs. W. A.
Heunry presented the prizzs, The baud of the 66th P. L. I, rendred some
excellent music, and the sports of 1892 were pronounced a grand success.

Other Cough Medicines have hal their day, but Puattaer’s Emulsion has com. tv stam
bLecause it's so nito aud so good,

It is too bad altogether that our yachtemen get so littlo oncouragement
from that despot “‘tho weather.” Almost without excoption this season the
weather has boen vory unfavorable for the yscht races, and consequently the
intercst in this summer sport is by no rocans intense, except of course in tho
breasts c{ the tew who are onthusiastic on the subject and never grow wesry
cf tho ** white wings.”" Our magaificent harbor allurds evory facility for
yachting, and the squadron posscsses somo very jiunty crafts, The wiod on
Saturday afternoon was doubtless blowing somewhore so vigorously that it
had only a very slight breezo to spiro for Halifax, and conacquently tho race
fer Captain Russell’s cup was slow. Five boats started—Mentor, Hildred,
Youla, Lenore and Wym  Yuwla drifted ovor ths fiaish line, followed by
Wym and Lenore and some threo hours lator by AMenfur. ‘Tho last race of
the season was sailod on Tucsdsy afternoon, and for a change the woather
was porfect with a fresh south-wost broczy. Four biata started: Lenore,
Youla, Wym and Elienne and the race was well sailed. 1Wym came in victon-
ous, thus winning the Russell cup by forty seconds, Yuula was sacond and .
Lenors third,

A troat is in s'oro for all who appreciste genuine wit and enjoy a season
of merrimont, in the lecturo to bs deliver«d in Orpheus I1:ll on tho 12th of
next month by Mr, Bingough, lats of the Grip stafl.  Mr. Bangaugh is now
on a lecturing tour and will no doubt meot with a cordial reception in
Hahfax, He calls his lecture a ¢* Skotching entot tainment, music, olocution,
comedy and lightning crayon sketches with local hits” Thais title has a very
attractive sound, and Halifaxians who in fhe past havo enjoyed the efforts of
the clover artist in his literary work will exgerly Jook forward to his appear.
ance at Orpheus Hal'. Mr. Bengeugh Las many personal friends in the
city who will extend a warm wolcome.

Our ycung people who are intercsted in the University IExtonsion schome
have reason to rejoice in tho announcement that Dr. Archibald M.eMechan,
of Dalhousie College, is making arrangements for a course of nineteer lec-
turos on Shakespeare, provided a stificient number of students ontoll them-
gelves, Tho fee for the entire courso is but five dollars, and Professor Mac-
Mechan i3 certainly justified in expectiog a largo class, It is important that
those intending to take the course should send their names in at oncs, so that
there may be as little delay as possible in goiting to work. The faes will be
expended in the purchase of books for the library of Dalhousie, to which
members of this Shakespearian class will be admitted on the sime terms as
undergraduates, an advantage not tu he lightly considerad by searchers for
knowledge. If this cliss is organ’z:d it will meet ia the Assembly Hall of
the Scheol for the Blind on Tuesday afterooons, bozinring Ostober 4th.
The subjects of the lectures gico promise of an interesting courss, and it is
to be hoped that the plan may meet with favor.

The circular icsued by the Ocpheus Club is before me. It asks for the
continued patronage of the public and thanks it patrons for their support
in the past. * Good a8 well a3 popular music "’ is promised, and thore i3
po doubt will be given, but with a!l the attractions to music-loving citizans
cif sred by the club for the coming sessin, atleast a large majority of the
people who ususlly purchase tickets fur the Ospheus concerts are of the
opinion that the piice is decidedly too high. Probibly the commitise has
heard this from many quarters, and his evidently decided that so long as the
club can fill its hall at each en‘ortainment the subscription will contizue to
be ten dollars. This is all very well, but enjoyabls as the performanc:s
invariably ar», unless some additional altractions ars provided, such as tho
introduction of forsign talent, 116 ilea remains firm!y fixed in miny mijeda
that the club does not give i's patrons a fair equ valent for the Ja-ga sub-
sc:iption feo asked. It is intended to giva this winter six concerts, quite
enough for the club to undertake, and Mr. Porter his bsen cowmissioned
to make a gelection of desirable compasitions to be renlered during the
serios. The citcular saya “it is hoped that in addition to such pleasiog
works as he may socure, the c'ub wicl bs able t5 render at ono of the season’s
concerts 2 solection embrscing the most striking numbers from some such
new and popular sacce:s 3s ¢ Cavillieria Rusticana’ by Masesgini” The
queation of having reserved seats without ex ra charge, i3 brought forward
this yearand to ecuro an expression of opinion from thesubscribersa coupon is
attached to the subscription form, upon which the subscriter is t¢ indicats
his or her preforence for seats reservol or unresorvad. I trust the majority
may be found o2 the side of the formor plan. Halifaxians ars proud of the
musica! sbility of their city, of which the Orpheus Club, Auxiliary, and
Otchestra are composed, and the succoss of the organizition is to beC desired.

HIPS,

Hood's Dills act especially upon the liver, rousing it from torpidity to its natural
duties, cure constipation and assist digestion,

CAMBRIDGE HOUSE SCHOOL.

30 Salter Street, Halifax, N. S.

Term Commences September 2nd.
Senior pupila propared for public exami-

STAFF. . Se ,
Hean Mastini—dn Ho M. Braveory, | Jao" and professions, or for Commercial
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Covisd the head- ter,
M. . B. MeLusy, B. A. (Oxford). vision of the head-master

FRENCH :—MONSIELR BaLval. For list of successes, termns and other
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. particulars apply to the Head dMaster.

Applications for pext term should b2 mede at once as (here are but few vacancles.



