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. The editor of THE CRiT1u is reaponsiblo for the views oxpressed in Editorial Notes and
Articles,and for such unly , but the editor in nut to be understoud as enduratng the sonti=
wents expreased in the articles contriluted to this journal. Our readers are capable of
sppeoving or disapproving of any part of cu article or contents of the paper: and after

sercising duo caro an to what {a to appearin our colutnna, wo shall leavo the rest to thoir
telligent judgment.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

We have been fortunate enough to secure the services in aid of the
Agricultural Department of Tue Critic of Prof. H. W. Smith, Lecturer on
Agriculture ot the Provincial School of Agriculture at T'ruro, and it will, no
doubt, be satisfactory to our agricultural fricnds to know that our IHome
ud Farm Column will in future be edited by that gentleman.,

———

. Whom the Gods daom they first make mad® The lower house of the
Nova Scotia Legislature,which has done itse!f much credit on several points,
conapleted a very fair record this session by relicving the province from the
anachronistic diag.racc of imprisonment for debt—at least it wishes to do sv,
whenlo! the fossil miniature senate arises in all the might of stupidity, and
condemns the province to this obloquy for another year at least.

. The details of the exccution of Millman given in portions of the daily
Ercss, are, as usual, superfluous, sensational and disgusting. Who cares to
pow whether an atrocious criminal shuddered a little more or less, ot
breathed hard at a particular r. ~ment, or whether the posts between which
e hung were ¢ rough " or smooth. One point made by the purveyurs to
1morbid and despicable curiosity, however, is suggestive. The minuteness
of the roporters prompted them to time the interval between the drop and
the extinction of life, whirh seems to have been eleven seconds and a half,
Itis no great length of time, but there is no reason why the death penalty
thould not be carricd out by the instantancous action of clectricity.

Ina si’mrt time the new Dalhousie College will have its great *house
yarming,” when guests from all sections of the Dominion and distinguished
men fr9m abroad will mect within its walls, and while indulging in festivi-
JUes suitable to the occasion, will no doubt give thé institution a wide
.‘pubhcxty; T!u: occasion should be commemorated by some suitable act,
‘and public spirited citizens could not show their philanthrophy or zeal in the
‘@use of education in a more suitab

Astronomy. and providiog a fund
“would not alone benefit science,

‘o students to make Dalhousie their alimea maler.

‘wfficient.

1

The Provincial Legislature was prorogued on Monday with the custo-
mary honors. The guard of the 66th not only looked well, but marck:d
well and easily, but there is yet room in this corps, as well as in the Rifles,
for a mote rapid and swinging gait.

Onc of the men bitten at the Mueret's ranch, Brownsville, Texas, by
the mad wolf that bit Mr. Chamberlain, who is now in Paris under M. Pas-
teur’s treatment, has become wild and fled to the woods. It is repcricd that
he appeared near the Asadore ranch, entered, and seizing a six-ycar-old
child of Manuel Canter, bit and tore it to pieces. :

We note with satisfaction that the Legislature has not failed in its duty
to the public in regard to the proposition to alicnate a portion of the Public
Gardens and bestow it upon the Art School. Ve have the kindliest feelings
towards the Art School, but there should be no great difficulty in finding
another suitable site for it, and had the legislature endorsed the proposed
encroachment on the gardens, it would have sanctioned a breach of faith
with the donors of the Jand, and an unwarrantable infringement of the

‘rights and pleasures of the citizens.

The New York State Assembly has passed Mr. Crosby’s High License
Law by a vote of 66 to 61, and the Philadelphia American, writing in
Republican interests, says: *The township and municipal elections in
Michigan furnish fresh evidence of the advantages which accrue to that
party from moderate but firm legislation with regard to the liquor traffic.”
It is cvidenily an cutirely party matter, but it appears certain that the
stringent requirements of the law as to the endorsers and bondsmen of
licensees, even more than the large sums to e paid for licenses, will have
the cffect of largely reducing the number granted.

We have no more ludicrous exemplification of the worthlessness of party
advucacy thao the treatment by the opposed sections of the political press
of the Fisheries Treaty, Eather party, in Canada and the States alike,
denounces it in well-pigh unineasured terms of ferocity.  Canadian journals,
whose more consistent cry is for reciprocal good offices with the Republic,
go into agonices over the surrender of Canadian rights ; the others indulge in
unsecmly braggadecio as to what America has been compelled to reiinquish.
One-sided is the mildest term applied by either party; while people of
rational judgment see in it -only a fair and carnest endeavor to settle a
serivusly vexed questivn, as allsuch questions must be settled, by reasonable
mnutual concession and compromisc.

A very = bnght particular star” in the literary firmament has suffered
extinciion in the death of Matthew Arnold, the apostle of * sweetness and
light.” We cannot here cither enumerate his works or analyze his genius,
bLut he was one of those for whom the world has been disuncily the better.
His * Literature and Dogma " has perhaps done more than any work that
has bren written to free man's minds from the shackles of a narrow litera-
lism, while it has probably saved many a thinker from crude forms of
agnosticism. ILis breadih of culture was very great, his nature essentially
poetic, and his style most charming. A peculiar interest has always
attached itself to the deceased author, indopendently of his own genius, as
the son of the celebrated Dr. Armold, who, as head master of Rugby,
stamped an indelible impression of high chnstianity on nany of the nising
generation of his day of the “ Genlemen of England, an impression of
which most readers hasvc gathered the nawre from ** Tom Brown's school-
days” and * Tom Brown at Oxfurd,” Mr. Hughes, as well as the late
Dean Stanley, having been amung his pupils. Mr. Arnold was only 66
years of age. He was from 1859 to 1869 P.ofossor of Poetry at Oxford,
and himsclf produced many puems and crniucal works of a very high order,
among others “ Empedocies on JEtna,” * Balder,” ‘* Merope, a Tragedy,”
“ On Translating Homer,” ** Essays in Criticism,” ** Study of Celtic Litera-
ture,” ¢ St. Paul and Protestantism,” ¢ Culture and Anarchy,” etc.

CHESS AND CHECKERS.

|

In starting a Chess department we were fortunate in securing the
services of an editor who is not alone a skiliful player, but a true lover of
the noble game.  So fart his cfforts to rouse interest ia the game have been

le manuer than by endowing a chair of | most successful, as is proved by the number of solutions and attempted
fur the erection of an ubservatory that | solutions of the different probiems published that have been received. One

B a  but'would also redound to the credit of | thirg has been proved beyond a doubi, and that is. that there are a large
¢ enterprise of our people, while furnishing a great additional inducement | nu

.aber of good Chess playcrs in the Province, cnough, in fact, to warrant

ienis We merely mahe the | the cditor in making up a thoroughly original Chess Column of problems
- $uggestion without comment, trusting that “a word to the wise ™ will pxovc‘ ; ? ‘the Prov: 4 ’

games, ctc., all by individuals in the Province and cuntriduted especially for
Tus Critic. If our rcaders will make a note of this and will endeavor to



