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Tue following lecture delivered at the
¢ Uinited Service Institution” on the 14th
I'ebuary last, by Lt. Col. C. I, HHowarp Vix-
cext, has a peculiar interest just now, espec
ially as by the late news received from the
Enst, we learn that Serviyv and Montenegro
have thrown off their allegiance to Turkey,
and are now in open rebellion.

A\ lecture was delivered at the 1Tnited
Norvice Institution on Monday, the 14th inst.,
by LieutecnantColonel C. E. Howard Vincent
I R.Gi.8., barrister at law, and late of the
23rd Royal Welsh Fusiliers, on ** The Turk-
ish lorces and the Military Aspects of the
Question.”’ General Lord Sandhurst, G.C.DB.,
was in the chair. The lecturer stated that
while in Turkey, although he was there with-
out any oflicial character or recommendation,
every consideration was shown to him as an
Fnglishman.,  After paying a tribute to the
Snitan as an advanced and intelligent mili-
tary reformer, Lieutenant Colonel Vincent
give an account of the organization of the

Turkish forces. The Ottoman dominions
are  divided into 120 military conscrip-

tions, and nearly evenly among them are
lorited the seven corps of which the Imper
ial Army is composed. I'ollowing exactly
the northern model four units makes up
the total of national defence. 'The standing
Army, or Nizam ; the reserve, or Tkoliat;
the Militia, Landwehr, or Redif, the Nation-
2l Guard, Landsturm, or Mustafiz: repre-
senting, without the aid of the latter force,
a paper strength of 750,000 men. Make no
note, however, of these figures, nor of any
indeed taken from Turkish sources which I
may adduce, [ frame my data from the
concurrence of testimony; but cannot even
thus hope to be near the mark. There is no
doubt that it would be impossible to put
more than half a million of Turks into the
ficld.

** The standing army is recruited by con-
seription from the Mahammedan population
of the lkmpire. Six times does the faithful
Mussulman dive into the ballot box. Ifin
these six years the Nizam does not secure
a recruit, the lucky one passes at once into
thoe Redif.  Suach, though, cannot be the
good fortune of the majority, and the con-
script thus spells out his twenty years of
service :—4 years in the standing army, 2
years in the Reserve, 3 years in the Redif
(Ist ban), & years in the Redif (2nd bap),
and 8 years in the Mustafiz.  The four years
in the standing army are usually reduced
to three, or even two—a messure reducing
battalion etrength, but prudent ualike on
social and economical grounds. I

© Of the seven corps d'armée, three arej
stationed in  Lurope, at Contsantinupe.|
Shunala, and Monastir; and four in Asia, at |
Erzerouny, Bagdad, Damascus, and Sanala.

¢ Iiach corps consists of 7 regiments (18
battalions; of infantry, & regiments (30!
squadrons) of cavalry, and one regiment|
(34 guns) of artillery, with a theoretical !
strength of 27,000 men, which in war is sup-
posed to be supplemented by 34 battalions|
of Rodifs, !

*T'he firat corps is frequently termzd the,
taperial Guard, and Yousouft Elfendi, the|
clidest sou of His Majesty, 18 the titular com-
mander. The men composing it are in a
great measure selected from the whole Em
pire, for the inhabitants of the capital are
cxemnted from service,

“Ihe Tarkish infantry moy be said to be
without its superior in Euarope as regards
material. It consists of forty nine regiments
with four battalions of eight companies.
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The system of drill was devised by llus
Avni Pasha, now Governor of Broussa, but
under whose Grand Vizierate and Presiden-
cy at the Seraskeriat, the flood gates of im-
provement opened on the country and the
army. The rapidity with which the Osmanli
soldierly move is extraordinary and unpar-
alleled— compact independence,to which the
neat yet easy uniform conduces. A fez, blue
jacket and waistcoat trimmed with red, scar-
let sash around the waist, trousers ample to
the middle of the calf, then tight as a gaiter,
and running into a soft boot of untanned
leather. Such is the dress of gunner, troop-
er, and linesman,

“ The infuntry is completely armed with
breechloading rifles—long Sniders, short
Sniders, original, converted, of Tower pat-
tern, of American make, Winchester's ltem-
ington's Peabody's—every system, I believe,
that inventive genins has devised. Rifles,
though, are not of themselves engines of
destruction. The recent neglect and hard
usage. Without cartridges they avail but
little, and thero is no machinery for using
the complex ammunitiou required. In time
the Henry Martini rifles ordered from the
Providence Tool Company wiil be supplied
and more uniformity insured.

“ The Ottoman cavalry consists of thirty
five regiments of six squadrons each, with a
supposed complement of 100 men, armed
for the most part with Winchester repeating
carbine, sword, and pistol, At best, the
cavalry partakes considerably of an irregu-
lar character. The men are good Oriental
horsemen,but the oflicers areno less untrain-
ed for field service than they are by nature
unendowed with dash, energy, and sprirt.
The country is full of smart little horses,but
there i3 no remounting system, and not un-
frequently a fourth of the regiment ison
foot, and another fourth are on worn out
screws ere & remount can be obtained. Of
one regiment it is narrated that, reduced to
a few score mounted men, the colonel, alter
long solicitation, obtained the required sum.
Tho seasor was winter; Lle thought that
the grant placed at interest till the spring
would then enable him 10 buy more suimals.
‘The Koran forbade such a seheme. Iu the
regimental chest the sum was locked. Thero
wero long arrears of pay owing to the men,
and an order came that tho remount grant
should be applied to defray them. 'The re
giment of horse hecame a regiment of foot.

“The Imperial artillery boasts of seven
regiments und one in reserve, Isach regi
ment is composed ol three horse and nine
{ield batteries of six guns. TI'he former have
four pounders, the lattor six.  The whole of
the guns are on Krupp's system and of his
manulacture, with the exception of six

| mountain guns made by Siv Joseph Whit-

worth's firm, and the six mitrailleuses at-
tichied to cach 1egiment. Not only has the
wiiole of the artillery been provided with
breechloading cwnnon, but thore ure sufli-
cient in store to re-arm every battery. As
with the rifles, though, the feeding machin-
ery has beenneglected. I'ie guns are there,
but ammunition wagons ure to u great ex-
tent wanting,

*The chief deliciency of the Turkish artil
lery lies, however, in the horses. The native
animals are not adapted to the work, and
the eutive supply has to be drawn from
Hungary.
and some good animals obtainad nt-prces:
varying from £25 to £40. But it is onall
sides agreed that the Hungariaa horse iz de.’
ficient in stawina, and in many eventuslities.
it is obvious that even this markst would be:
closed. The searcity of draught horses be::
comes a mote serious thing whén thetotak
absence of g tramsport corps ‘is vousidered:

An anuual commission is sent, -

(Jury 11, 1376

on the inhabitants could produce any re-
sult,

“There i3 likewise no regular eungineer
corps, as the state of the defences through.
out the Empire only too clearly shows, and
of course both pontoon and telegraph trains
are wanting.

¢ The medieal department of the army.
on tho other had, is well organised. The
School of Mediciune at Pera is turning out
excellent graduates—not enough, truly at
present for the requirements of the Service,
but in timo the German surgeons now inthe
temporary employ of the orte will be sup
planted by Turkish practitioners. Une alien
alone will then remain, Dr, Temple, former-
ly of the 18th Royal Irish, attached to the
Ist Regiment of Artillery, and Surgeon Ix-
traordinary to Ilis Majesty, exemint by Im-
perial mandate from the disgnalifications of
foreigners.

“The military hospitals are numerous,
well arranged and beautifully kept. Close
to the principal one at Scutari is the British
cemetary, the resting place of many a gil-
Iant soldier of the Queen. The care bestow-
ed upon it by the guardian, Sergeant Lyne,

Ilato of the Loyal Engineers, is beyond all
f=1 J

praise. Strangoe is the contrast with the
ruined graveyards of the Turks hard by,

v The oflicers of the Ottoman service form,
with the exception of the surgeons, the
wealkest portion of the entire system.  IHl-
trained from cradle to school, ill regulated
from school to life’s close, they possess,
though perbaps not by their fault, few phy -
sical or moral virtues, [Forced to discount
their day at ruinous rates, the majority live
from hand to mouth, and military proficien-
cy meets with but scant reward. The stail
hardly deserves the name, altiough some
of its members receive a kind of gpeciil
training, so small isit numerically ; so weak,
for the most part, intellectually; soindolent
physically. ‘The military school of the Em-
pive from the peculiar pleasure of the Sul-
tan. I'he shortcomings of l'urkish oflicers
are in no way traceable to any deliciency in
the means of education,  Tha s¢hovls nre of
two categories —primary, giving a general
education, and receving boys for four years
between the ages of twelve and eighteen,
gecondary, receiving students wnler sixteen
years of age, and alter a tour yeirs course
drafting them into tha army. | visited n
school ol each chacter in detail, and many
as now are the military eolloges in Earopa
that | have vizsited, [ never tount a better
system in any country.

S With regard to the re-erve or lioliat,
the lecturer stated that arms for the reserve -
of exch battalion are kept at head quarters §
clothing and sccoutrements -likewises™ - ln'
[theory the reserve men, on the cutbreak of
war, revert to their original- corfn'ﬂut; B
owing partly to the absence of all-inethodienl
civi! administration, partly to'thg imnperfect
' me:ns-of communistion, there is'nd posdi-

! bility of tlie principal being enfipced. - Lriat

autumn showed the truthefenis statament.
The reserve fven are seiged by the first c-

| giment they mset; ~ Weké it otherwiad; they

would neverireiah tire thealre of operations.
-+ Iar tho Mititia orRedil; Vi€ period of ser-
vice is twelve years—the first three, theore
tically;ih- the wenior buttdlien; the second
thretintha jaolor battslion. But, with very
fow _exveptions, this secoml battalion hus
'ho real exidtence.  ‘I'ne officers ot the Hedif
form & permanent institution’in théd propor
dion of two to each couipany, and oue fiehd
officer por batlalion” For a month i eneh
yoar e Redif is calied out- for training.
Notthe whole-battulion—the sizgoutingeus,

-jurthe absences .of the secord, forming but




