
THE CANADIAN INDEPENDE.NT.

work you are callod to do. That you have
such a conception of the gospel ininistry, in the
main; we assume and believe: your reception
by the College Board is the attestation of their
conifidence that you have, and that you desire
the work for the work's sake, a"(l for the Lord's
sake, and not fromn any selfisli or worldly motive.
But it is hardly to be supposeid that your cn
ception of' it before entering collegA could be as
clear as to methods and details as is desirable
in tiiose who are begirining in a teutative way
the actual exercise of that ministry. It is of
vast importance, thon, that ynur ideai shouid'
be corrected and rounded out. b>7 the teacliiigs
of Christ, and of the New Testament. The
naines by which the ministers of the gospel
are spoken of in the Bible, are sufficiently sug-
gesti ve-pastors, or sliepherds,-evang.i ists,J
prophets or preachers,-watchmnen, overseers,
&c., t- ýy are reminded that they are to "'catch
mnen," to 'w'atchi for souls as they &c," "to warn
thern from. me," says (Jod, to be " arbassadors
for Christ, to beseeeh menc in God's naine, and
pray xbem in Christ's stead, to be reconciled
to God." This is serjous work- sacred work-
responsible work; anid while 1 arn sure there is
no danger of your ever thinking yourselves
priests or coufessors, having the destinies of
inimortai souls in your keeping,, and dispensîng.
,absolution and those awful sacrainelits and rites
in extrerniis, which are supposed to open the
kingdoni of heaven to those who recei ve theni, it
is imperative, if you would bu si- ccessful, that
you ièéel the solemn responsibililày that attach-
es to the exercise of such. a rninistry, coucern-
ing which1 even Paul exclaimed as lio thouo'ht,
about it, "'who is sufficient for those things?~
Suchi a sense of responsibiiity need not, ought<
not to depress vou, bu t rather to stixnulate
you, for the sar,:xe great apostie who se cried
out, recovors hirnself, in alniost the saine sen-
teîîce, andc exciainis with alrnost equal fervor
of sl iii,-"our sufficiency is of God." "l can t
do aill things througbl Christ, &c,>lie says.-t
Coewptr, you know, in "Thie Task ." bias sketch-
(id flor u:s bis ideal of a pr-eachler, suchi as Paul, S

"Simple, grave, silncere,
iii doctrine ulicorrul)t. in language plain, P
A.,nd plain ini niainier, decent, solejuni, chaste, p
And natural inir esture. iiu':h iinpressed h
Iliniself, as conscious of his awful chiarge, v
.And anixioua, niiaiin]y,. tliat the tlnclieh feeds
ïMay feet il> wo : afi'ectioiiate nk&k
And tender iii tdàress as well becoînes I

Ainlesseng"er of peace to guilty nien."
A beautifull ideztl; .jiist a littie sombre, perbaps, o

wvanting, if anythiug, ini that glow of enthusi-
asm> and hopefulness, wvhicli we can faitey
lighted up Paul's countenar'ce when lie wrote
ini the very saine connection te which we have
already referred. '-Now thanks be uitto God
who always causeth us te triumphi in Christ,
and maketh mnanifest the savour of his know-
ledge of us in every place." But we have a
stili botter guide as to what a minister of
Christ ouglit to ho, in tho episties which. St.
Paul ivrote to Ti nothy and Titus, bis own sons.
in the gospel, andi which have been inserted
by D)ivit-e direction in the sacrod Canon spe-
cially for the guidance of young men like your-
selves, las alsur indeed fbr those who are older,>
wvho are Just enteri ug upon their saci ed cailing.
The canuýidate for the- Christian rninistry can
have no bett r vade mnecwun than those pas tor-
ai tpistles. Yen ivili, 1 amn sure, find your-
selves turning te theini evory day> with ever-
Inicreasi> ) I(r it n deligyht.

2.-evef»:retthat you are, for the time,
being, at least, iiniisters of Christ, as truly be-
fore ordiriatiot i ,. after ordination> if the Lord
lias called you t.'> tlîis service. Ordination, as-
I understanci it, "" te.a îiot make a man a minis-
tel, but ouiy recognizes Ibui am sncb; the Lord
alone can call hM te ho an overseer of bis.
fl,je-z, and to f.-ed bis cbiurch. You wili not be.
pa.stors, or eiders, in the N4ew Testamn-nt sense
of the terniu, maîil some church invites you to
its indaividuail ovt.rsigrht, and yen accept the
,barge. Our usaiges mnay make it undesirabie
;hat you s1iou!d baptize or prosido at the oh--
,ervance of the Lord's supper-although my
)el'sonal view is, that ail s5uch acts are the acts.
)f the local church, which mnay doiegate any-
ne it pieases to perform. theni in its name, or
-ather, ini the niaiine cf its Divine Lord and
dtaster. But iiotwvithstanding these seeming
lisabilities, yeu iil hoe facto, the ministers.
f Christ, and the 1)astors cf the congregations
o whicb you are sent, for the tiîne being, and
lie peopie wilI look up te you as such. You
viii see the littie cbildren straigbtening thein-
elves up under a sudden im-pulse, cf wbat is-
roper, as theY cattchi sigbt, of yeu wben ap-
roaching; the workman will hurry to rernovo
is pipe frein lus rnouth and to ech his hat to
'ou as hoe pas>üs; fithers' and mothers wvili
&,Icoine you te tiroir homres and assign you
lie place of hoiser ut the table; the young.
idies wili court vour srnile and company, and-
Id mon %vhuo iiight have passed for your-


