
HOME AND SOHOOL.

and had dirtied his soul with dlay and
mnud without getting any of the gold.
It's an expeneive job going to the gold-
dtgyLnigs on that footing. I ivould rather
&"try rny luck" in a coal pit yet, for
thougrh it je an nnuder-taking, and thougli
my life should bu ended by an explosioa
of two contrary elements, I would ho
sure, iii my life time, to have got some
of the coal. If you even go putato, dig-
ging without a pair of eyes and liands,
wlhat does it matter though you ho able
to rive the tubers up with your feet, and
traînple upon them, -if you eau neither
see nor lift them ? And what je a
Bible to a man if lie lias got neither eyes
to see its truth, nlor a soul capable of re-
ceivi.ng it ? There must be tlui honest and
good heart. Ah, how many are getting
the let ters "ileariling" paintud upon their
souls, instead of the " Lamb's name"
%vritteîî upon them

The point in question camne up in the
following wvay. We had just heen dis-
cussing religion iii its varions phases,
aînong which Brigham Young came iîî
for a share of what was going. We were
j ust giving himu the fmnishing toucli, when
our medical friend, on the mention of
the word "Isaint "-by what impulse I
can't tell-immediately rejoined, " I
should lie as happy as a king ivere I one!'
-îot a "Ilatter-day saint," of course.
This announcement struck those present,
and inyself, with not a littie surprise;
and there was silence for a mninute.
Thoere being another nlliiiser preseat, of
gYreater experience thanl myself, 1 did îlot
like at once to say anything. But as hoe
apparontly did not feel limself called
upon to takenotice o'f whiat hiadheen said,
I felt I did. Foir, thouglit 1, if we had
said, in the salue way, that we liad tooth-
ache or a headachie, lie, there and thon,
%vould have prescribed soîne suitable
îuiediciîîe, for our relief ;aîîd shall iîot
wve do what wve can to save his soul, îlot
froml a night's sufl'ering of tivelve hours,
but from the damnationî of an eternal
niglit? So Imuetered ailmîycouragýe-
thiougli,, by this tinie, the conversation
liad taken a different turn-and ad-
dressed lias thus :

"*Excuse me, doctor, you said you
would he as happy as a king were you a
saint-What hiniders you î "

"CA miglity deal !" lie roplied some-

what earnestly. " It is an easy thing for
you nîjaisters to be saints; but for a fol-
low lilce me, travelling tho country
round, seeing and liearing s0 many things
to engage one's mind otherwise, and
haviing su înany teunptations sneaking at
one's heels, liko so many serpents, it ie a
very different thing. "

"IBut i* have lost sight of you," said I.
"Wlat do you niean by a saint ? Do

you mean a peifect being ? If you do, 1
should nîot be surprised at ail, though
yuui should not be one in this world. "

" Beg your pardon," hie rcplied, I
should have made niyself plain: I mean
a convortod mn?)î

"ITiien" I said, " I think you nîay soonl
have your desire." And here I called
hie attention to the faet that ininisters
are not saints because they are minis-
ters-for, unhappily, ail ministers are
not, even iii the lowest sense of the tern
-but are ministers because they are
sainits ; and that, therefore, lie should
consider himself no exception to the rule,
because lie had temptations to bear.

"1Well" hoe said, referring to wliat had
been said -before, "jes it your opinion
that I may sooni have my desire ?-it is,
not mine !"1

"1Yes ? I said, "f Ibelieve you inay,
as somb as you likce."

"cOh, that's Spurgeon ail over," said
lie, with oxie of thoso coîniplacent sînliles
ivhich have a meaning of their own; "he
telle his congLrega,ýtioni that they niay bo-
lievo and ho saved just wvhere they are
sitting. It mnay ho so easy as that, but I
have not found it so. I'vc tied to belice
over and over again, but have not been
able to muanage it yet ! It je somewhiat
easier to say it than to do it."

"'Well, 1 grant you that, " 1 answerecl
"Cbut You don't meani to say that bocauso
it je more diflicuit to build a st-3eple thai i
a, hay-stack, a steeple can't bic biiiît."

"Oh !by nuineans. Whiat Imean to
say je tlhis, tlhat I have tricd to holieve,
earnestly, but can't maaeit! "

CBut, excuse Ille," 1 said; " we are
harping upon words and trying to clear
avay difficulties, of which, as yet, we
haive no definite understanding. Whiat
do you inean, for instance, wvheon you say,
you, tried to believe 1 Would you, in
answering this question, kindly tel ae
what obstacle stands iii your way that
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