
286 FAMILY READING.

Sheo cauglit the word, and with a sbout of gladness, sueli as nover rang froni
those pallid lips before, in the fourteen years of lier sorrowful life, elle cried-

"Victory 1 victory 1 1 arn wasbed-and made clean !-glory V"-

"The rest of the song was sung with tbe bappy ehildren of lier Father's liouse,
who hutnger no More, neither tllirst any more, neithoer shall tho San liglît on

tbem, nor any heat;' for the Lamb whieh is in the midst of the throne shall feed
thein, and shial lead thern unto living founitains of waters; and Ged shahl ,,ipe
aiay ail tears from their eyes.'

Ilhe dead was alive againi1 The lost was found 1 The fourth Lord's day
was dawning sinco I liad stood where two ways met, and in rny perplexity souglit
the înighity JCounsellor, who has said, «'Caîl unto 3.E and I will answer tlee, and
Show thce great and nîighty things whidh thou knowest not.' The eye, of thc
Lord that runneth to and fro upon the earth, behield in that hour the littie ;van-
dorer, ' a longq iay off,' and sent me forth (feeble instrument as I arn) as bis
mi3senger of merey, and now she woulà appear with him in glory; the best robe
was put upon lier; the ring of espousal was on bier hand ; the Saviour of sinners
had enîbraced lier; the kiss of peaece wns on her eheek; bier dwelling was tbe
beautiful bomne of Iim. whio was 'ecalled Jesus, for lie shialh Save bis people from
their sins.'

"lShe had entered by '17w wav, the truthi, and the life,' by Hlim, ' who of God
is made unto us wisdoni, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redenîption."'

(1Cor. i. 30.)
Which way ? dear reader-for in tlîis life only two ways open before yen.

Have you mnade your ehoice ? Il not, ehoose ye to-day.-Precious Gems, by Anne
'hpion.

]FA.MILY 1>RAYEM.

A anan of my congregation, aýbtout forty years of age, after quite a protraeted
season of ansiety, becaine, as hoe hoped, a child of God. There was notlirî in
bis convictions or in lus hopeful conversion, so far as I couhd discera, cf any very
pecohiar character, unless it was the distinetness cf his religieus views and
feelings.

Bat tlîis man did not propose to unite with the eburcli, as I liad supposed hoe
wold dcciii it lus duty to do. One season cf communion after another passed by
an.d lie still remained awav fromn the table cf tlie Lord. I was surprised at this,
and the more so on accoorit cf the steady interest in religion and the fixed faith
in Christ wlîich hoe seemied to possess. 1 cenversed phainly witli him upon the
duty cf a publie profession cf lus faith. He felt it to be bis duty, but ho slîrunk
froin it. lie had a clear hope, was regular in bis attend«- ce at churel, was
prayerfol, but lie hesitated te profess Christ, before mon. AIL the ground cf liesi-
tation wbich I could discover, as I conversed with him, wvas a fear that hoe îîîiglit
dishonour religion, if lie professed it, and a desire to bave a more assured hope.
Wlîat I said te hinm on these pointe appeared te satisfy lîim, and yet lie stayod
aivay frein the Lord's table, theugh, lie said, '1 1 shouhd feel it a great privilege
te o tlere>' 0"

In aiming te diseover, if possible, wvby a man cf sucli ecear religions views, cf
sueb apparent faith, and se mueli fixed hope in religion, should hesitate on a
point cf duty wlîich lie hiirself deemed obligatory upon him, I hearned te My
surprise that ho had nover eommenced the duty cf family prayer. H1e foît an
inexpressible rehuctanco te it-a reluctance for which lie conld net account. He
weîidered at himself, but still hoe feît it. H1e bhamed lîimself, but still lie bIt it.
Thîis cleared up the mystery. I ne longer wondered at bis liesitatiert on tho
inatter cf an open profession cf religion. Ihlad net a doubt about bis fears cf
dislîonouring religion, and bis waiting for greater assurance cf hope ; aîl aroso
frem the negleet cf family prayer. I told hirn se, and urged that duty upon hini


