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students of Knox Collego that conscionco was an intelligent fuculty, ;
knowing vight from wrong ; and then regaled his audienco at the |
Shaftesbury Hull with the decaying doctrino of the absolute inertia '
—uttor deadness—of wattor.  Popo says i—
** Sea thro’ this air, this ocean, and this earth,
<A matter quick aud bursting into birth,”

But, as thewo is perbups more poetry thau proso about this
authority, lot us have Tyndall on the subject. In his Belfast
Address ho says e “discerns in muttor the promiso and potoncy
of overy form and quality of life.” o also quotes Bruuo approv-
ingly to tho effect that wmatter is not “ that mzero otapty capucity
which philosopliers have pictured her to be, but tho universal
mother who brings forth all thiugs as the fruit of her own womb,”

aud Lucretius that ““ nature is scon to do all things spontancously
of horself without tho meddling of the gods.”

The theologian is oxceedingly unxious that matter should still
romuin that “mere empty capacity” it was formerly supposed to
bo, 80 that it would always require * soul " or “ spirit  or “ God ”
behind it to mould and move it.  But, unfortunatel y for thicology
that vis incrtia has fled from it, and that which was utterly * dead”
is surely cowe to life! Tho theological notion of matter requires
a God behind it, or within it, to mova it ; but thore is absolutely
no roomn for the gods in modern philosophy. After a lugubrious
effort toshow that life precoded orgunization, with great confidence !
Mr. Cook exclaims, “If, then, organization did not begin life,
how dared any man assert that disorganization endud all? If he
proved that organization did not begin life, then he thought the
burden of proof with regard to a future existenco was thrown on

tho matcrialist.” Bravo! If Mr. Cook proves what nobody

denics, then wo arc, forsooth, bound to vrove nnegative ! "This is, . .- . ‘
’ y ! - 1 » ! coincidence, thongh surely itis a very tritling une, that the 14tl

indeed, queer logic—albeit it is strictly theological. No ono
denies that life exists beforo tho body—that is, unconscious life,

mero force, Tho_sporm and ovum, bofore they aro brought to- | wo have no doubt, try the fortitude of our revered and beloved

gother by copulation, sare no doubt alive in a certain sense ; but
will Mr. Cook say thero is any conscious lifo, ovan for months
after embryogenic vivification. Thero is lifo in tho kernel of
wheat and in the acorn, and there is lifo in tho “speck of albumen
flozting upon tho water,” but no couscious life. **If organization
doce not hegia life, how daro any man assert that disorganization
onds ull " Now, this is what we * dare” assort, —That organizi-
tion hegins conscious life and disorganization ends it. Wo do not
say that disorganization ends tho wiconscious forco which preceded
conscious life. Wo simply say that as conscious, inteliigont life
begins with the body it ends with the body. Whatover begins to
be will cease to be is a truism which Mr. Cook will scarcely deny.
The mind or soul begins to be with the body, therefore it ceases to
be with the dissolution of tho body. We are conscious of no exist-
once beforo birth, we have therefore no guarantee of a conscious
existence after death. Tho unconscious life or forco which inheres
in the sperm and ovum, and in the nutritious cloments from which
they came, may still persist in another form of forco after the
doath of tho body, but that is all. If a future existonco of that
doscription is any consolation wo havo it ; but that the personal,
individual, conscious intelligonce which we call mind or soul, con-
stituting tho only g0, is indestructiblo and survives the dissolution
of its organs, is unphilosophical and absurd, and we havoe no faith
init, as thero sccms no substantial evidence whatever to support 't
Thero is, howover, a conception of a futuro life entertained—
indeod, chorished as a religion—bLy many notle and cultured
minds who cannot beliove in a personal immortality ; and that is,
tho immortality of our thoughts and noblo acts whick will continu-
ally persist forover in their influenco. And this really appoars a
much higuer and less solfish view than tho desire for # personal
future lifo of personal noverending enjoyments and indulgences.

Selby, Decombar, 1878,

P.8.—To our readurs, one and all, I bog to wish all tho compli-
ments of tho approaching holiday season, and all tho possible
happiness thoy can legitimately secure during the wholo of this
lifo~—the cnly ono wo aro cortair. of, or know anything about.

Fraternally,
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TORONTO, DECEMBER, 187&

The Princess Alice, our readers are aware, departed this lito
on the 14th Decomber, and it has been remnarked as 2t curious

is tho anniversary of her father’s death, in 1861,  The cvent will,

Queen ; but as, bosides boing a queon, perbaps we should say, in
spite of being a queen, she is a woman of good sense, sho has not
now to takein tho idea, asa surprise, that sho and her children,
like tho meanest of her subjects, aro subject to tho great law of
mortality. Wo entircly sympathiso with Her Majesty, and not
loss with our “ own ™ Princess Louise, who will naturnlly feel the
loss of her sister, and be, perhaps, inclined to wish that she were
now by hor mother'’s side to share her grief, and solace her in her
hour of bereavement. But when they come, theso things must
be borne. Death is tho greas lovetler, and over-rides all distine-
tions. It is in no spirit of lovity, but in all seriousness and
honesty that we wish to “improve the occasion,” and we, thore-
fore, miso the question, why such an event has been permitted to
occur, if it was within human power to prevent it. Wo do not
wish to be understood as cntertaining any doubt that the Grand
Ducliess bad the bost medical advico that could bo bad, and overy
attention that the most anxious solicitude could procure for her.
These things go without saying. But wo cannot belp asking, why
the Church’s prayers wero not invoked and mado use of to avert
the impending calamity. When the six hundred victims of the
Lrincess Alice—anothsr coincidenco—sunk beneath the wave,
there was no timo for intercession ; bat, in this case, it wasknown
for cight or ten days, that tho Grand Dachess was in danger, and
yot no cffort was mado o save her. Somo ycars age, it will bo
recollected, her brother, tho Princo of Wales, was supposed to be
at doath's door, and, then, all tho churches in England and in her
colonies lifted up their voices, and prayed for his recovery,



