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aitudenta of Knox Collogo that conscience %vas un intelligent fiaculty,
knoiwiny riglat froni %rong ; andi thonî regaied bis audience lit the
Shafteosbury aiLl witlî the dccayisig doctrine of tire absolute inertia
-uttor dcndneas-of uiatter. Papa Esys:

Seo thro' titis air, titis oea, and tlii cartht,
A~ Il llater ¶aick autl Lurlitisig iiitti bia th."

But, as theiu ili porbhali :n1011 poetry tiau proso8 about tii
authority, let tit have Tyndall on the aubjoct. In his Belfast
Addrcsa Jiu saya lie "ldiscerna in inuitr tisa promie ai.d potoîîcy
of overy forai auud quaility of lift.;. le alie quotea I3ruuo aj>prov-
ingly to tise effect Liait înattcr ia flot Ilthat mocre otapty calxicity
wlîich philosophera have pictured lier to be, but tha universal
mothor Nvho brinig2 forth ail thiugs as the fruit of lier own womb,"
and Lucreius thait <' nature is econ to do ail thinga apOrntauieo--ly
of liorsolf witllout the meddling of the goda."'nia theoolo.-ian is oxceadingly anxiotus tlîat rentier sihould stili
raJinalat that ilor nera pty caplacity" it %vas fornaeriy sltpposa2d to
bo, se that it wvou!d niways roqîsiro Ilsoul " or "a pirit " or "lGod l
beliind it to reouid anti rove it. B3ut, iiafortutnatoly for titeclogvy
that vie incrtIa bias fled frcim it, aîîd that which was uttorly Ildead"
is surely came to life! The theological notion of matter requires
a God bohind iL, or ivithî iL, tu aove it ; but thore la absoluteiy
no roosa for the goda in inodema phiiosophy. After a iugubriouis
effort tu show that life prc-ded organization, witiî groat confidence
Mr. Cook exelainis, IlIf, thon, organization did nlot bedgin, life,
howv dared any mean assert that disorganization endtad all 1 If hie
proved dit orgaîlization did nlot begin life, thon hoe thoughit the
burden of lji13of wvitl regaurd te a future existence wa thrown on
tho statcrin]ist." Bravo ! If «Nr. Cook provos what nobody
denies, tihon ivo are, frootb, boud to rovo a negative ! ThLis aindecd, qucer logic-albeit iL la atrictiy theological. No one
denies tiat life exisis be.foro the body-that is, uncosscioass life,
merei force. The sporan and ovuni, bilfore tho3 are brought to-
gether by copulation, tire ne doubt alivo in a certain sonse;- but
wiil 31r. Cook say thora la any consciozes lifo, ovnn for montha
after embryogenic v'ivîication. Thore la lire in tho kenel of
wheat and in the acorn, and thora is lîfe ln tho "a peck of albumici
fleaiting upon tho water," but no conscious life. IlIf erganization
docs not hegin lifo, how <lare nny msan art that disorganization
onde 11i1 r" Now, this la what wc Ilare" ilssert, -That organiza-
tion begins consciaus8 life and disorganization ends it. '%Va <le ot
say that disorganization cnds tue tinco)zcious force which preceded
consciou.a lifé. '%Va biniply &av thnt as consclena, intelligent life
beina witiî the body it ends with the bedy. Wiatoe'cr ixijias <o

bcwili ccase to bce is a truisan whiclî Mr. Cook will scareiy deny.
The mndc or seul Legins te be vith thse body, therefore iL celses te
Le with thc dissolution cf Lue body. 'We are conscjous of ne exist-
ence Leforo birth, wu have therefore ne guarantcc of a conscious
existence after dcatis. The unconscious life or for-ce which inheres
in the spcrmi and ovare, and in tho nutritioua clements froni which
tbey came, may stitl persist in anethier ferre of force after tlîe
death of the body, but tisat is ail. If a future existence cf that
description is any consolation 'wo have iL; butL tisat tic personai,
individual, coflsciouB intelligence which ire call mid or soit], con-
atitutin- the enly e',o, la indestructible and survives the dissolution
of ita organs, la 'mnphilosophicai anid absurd, and .ve have ne faiLli
in iL, as thora secins noe substantial ovidence whiatever te support *t.

Thora la, hiowever, a concention of a future life entcrtained-
indeed, cheti8bed as a reiiglion-by xnany noble and cuitured
minda who cannot beliove in a personal imnîortality ; and tisat il,
tise inimertality of or theuglits and noble nete 'rhich wili continu-
ally pershtt forever in their influence. And this realiy appoars a
mucli higssîr and les selflsh 'iei tban tiso desiro for P persenal
future lifo of pcrsonal never.nding enjoyments and indulgences.

Selby, ]ecember, 1878.
P.S-To our roaders, ana and ali, I bog ta wish ail thoe rompli-

menta of the appronching holiday seasen, and ail the possible
happiness thuy can leffitiniatcly accure durlrsg tise 'whole of MAis
lifo--te enly ono we are certain. cf, or kueir anything about.

Frateraly,
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fTise I>rincess Alice, our renders are inware, dei>arted tuis life
1con the 14tli Decomber, and iL lias heen reîxsarkcd as a curious
coincideuco, tlîoughi surely it ig a vory trilling vsit(, duit tisa idil
isl the anîîiversary of lier father's death, in 181;1l. Tise event wili,
ire have ne doubt, try the fortitudu of caîr rovcrcd anîd beloved
Quee; but as, basaides boing a queon, porisaps 'wu shoid, say, in

i qpite of Leing a queen, silo ia a wivonan of -oeil sense, &lie lias niot
now te tako la the idea, as a surprise, that she and lier chldreni,

jliko the nîeanest of lier subjecis, are siabject te the great, .1%v of
mortaiity. We entireiy sympathise 'with lier Majeaty, andi net
1cms iitli our Il own " Princesa Louise, whio %vill nuturaily feol the
loas of ber sister, anud be, perliapa, inciined tu insh tiet, able wre
now by ber motlicr's ide toi sare lier grief, and solace ber in hisc
bour of Lereavenient. But 'ivhen thoy came, tisesc tîsingsaisi,~
Le borne. Deatb îs tise great, leveller, nui over-rides ail chistizîc.
tiona. It is ln no spirit of levity, but ini ali seriousnoss and
henesty tisat re ui te Il improve tise occasion," and ire, thoi-e-
fore, rmise tho question, iclq< suca an event bias been peranitted ta
occur, if it wvas wvithin bureau powrer te provient ît. We do net
ial te Le uînderstoed as entertaining any doubt tîsat the Grand,

Duchess Lad tise Lest medical advico tlînt could bo Lad, n cvery
attention tisat the meat auxious solicitude could procure for lier.
Thesethinge go withoutaying. But irecannotbeip askingwhiy
tise Churciss prayers irero not invokzed, and mnade use of te averL
tise iniponding caianîity. When tise six buudred victims cf the
Princes. Alice--anothsr coincidenc-zsunk Lcneath tise wave,
thera iras ne timo for intercession ; bat, la this cau, it was known
for cight or ton days, tisat tise Grand Duchess vias in danger, and
yet no effort wias mxade te savo ber. Soine yeara age, IL will Le
rcallected, lier brother, the Prince of WValbe, iras supposed te Le
at deatli's deor, and, thon, ail the cburcis in Engiand and ln ber
colonies lifted up thetlr voicôa, and prajed for lus recovery.


