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engagements. Ile is urged to leave off all
thought of his spiritual condition, and mix
with the thoughtless crowd, whose amuse-
ments will soon bring him to himself again.
1f this advice is listened to, and this man

iclds, he may recover hLis former equanimity,

ut it is at a fearful sacrifice of principle and
interest; and he will yet have to confess that
miserable comforters are they all, and fool
that he was to have listened to quacks and
vain empirics,

Again. If one is overtaken with pecuniary
losses; if his fortunes, entrusted to the un-
certain keeping of avaricivus, dishonest, and
embezzling men, or committed to the fluctu-
ations of commerce, fulls with a Joud crash,
the effect on the ruined man is often prostra-
tion of mind and utter despair; and the re-
medy is often a dishonest attempt to retain
his fortune, by the adoption of means good or
bad indiscriminately. Not able to dig, and
to beg ashamed, the example of the unright-
eous steward is pursued. It may succeed,
but it is at one’s own peril of losing the best
inheritance, the unsearchable riches of Christ.
Judas Iscariot sold his Master for thirty
pieces of silver, and after\_vards, filled with
remorse, put a period to his own life. He
made haste to enrich himself by a horrible
crime, which haunted him night and day, and
plunged him in despair. And there have
been others who sold their birthright, L .-
tered away their e.ernal weal, for a pitiful
addition to their estate, injuries to them-
selves, and sins against God, for which the
vengeance of conscience would not suffer
them to live,

If, moreover, the trial i3 occasioned by the
desertion of thuse whom we esteemed our
friends, or the treachery of those in whom we
reposed our confidence, the first impulse of our
minds is to resent the injury we have sus-
tained. This is the remedy which is too fre-
quently applied to the sore, and which, in-
stead of mollifying, irritates it the more.
Retaliation and resentment widen the breach,
and admit into the camp a troop of revenge-
ful, hateful, murderous thoughts, destroying
the peace of the mind far more than thou-
sands of mortal foes. Forgiveness of inju-
ries, and a believing look to Jesus, the meek
and lowly, will remove our trouble far more
than cruel resentment.

Or, finally : if the sorrow be that occasioned
by bereavement, how is it treated by the
world? Every effort is made, (sometimes
with indceent haste,) to bury the dead out of
sight. There is o burden on the heart, no
doubt, but it is an intolerable one.
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and noisy requicms. But let every charitable | ing anything in their stead. The soil of
construction be put upon these outward heart must bear; and every part must ¢

pearance.

signs. Let us admit that they are all genu-
ine bursts of sorow. And what is the pre-

There | Plant truth, and error will die.
are tears, no doubt, but they are selfish ones, .luxunousness of error is the surest pm
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scription ?  One counsels active employmer,
that the mind may be diverted to some othe
object; and hence the busy wheels of lif;
scurcely pause while the funeral knell of thy
dear departed is being tolled. Another coup
sels a change of residence, so that new sceng
and new objects may soothe the weario
spirit—just as some African tribes do whe
one of their number dies and is buried—ihe
desert the place for ever. A third takesy
the old heathen philosophy of fate: and th
the poor wouuded heart is stricken more an
more. The world has nothing wherewith
bind up the broken-hearted, or meet t
wants of suffering humanity,

How thankful ought we to be for this pa
nacea for all soxrow! which converts g
sours of Jife into nourishment for our spirit
and turns our mourning into joy. Letu
then say in faith: “Our-light “afflictions
which are for a moment, are not worthy to by
compared with the glory that shall be e
vealed.”
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AN EXPOSITION OF MATTHEW VXI, 13,M,

This passage has been the theme of en
less controversy,—one vast body of the Chi
tian world appealing to it in support of
fundamental doctii..e of their system,~
infallibility of their visible head; anothe
connecting & part of it with the view con
monly termed Apostolical Succession; a
yet another, through their dread of falliy
into either of the gteceding errors, explti
ing the words of Christ away, and so inter
preting them that they become almost mea
ingless. As a general rule, at the foundatiu
of every doctrinal error which is extensire
prevalent, there liesa truth,—perverted, mat
ed, one-sided, indeed,~but still a truth, Noy,
is it frequently the case, that the simple 1
gation of an error involves the truth. Es
river has two banks. Depress either,a
the stream becomes a shallow and stagnaig
lake. Upon those banks, the verdure my
be rank and pestilential. Poisonous sirh
may grow luxuriantly, deadly grass be exh
ed, and among the shades may lurk beastsd
prey, and abominable creeping things, B
all these are yet the signs of the exceediy
fertility of the land,—more encouragingt
the emigrant than if the banks were naked
leafless, wastes, To render them valually
it is not necessary to smite them with
curse of barrenness. What is wanted is ol
tivation, is the sowing of healthfix} seed
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will be occupied,—if not with wheat,
with tares, which are a degenerate wheat.



