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gelt of all selfish con<hlipations. What
a nohle evample is held ap o the coris-
tiue ministey in bis e wheo he says to
the Coriathiane, L will v iy eladly spend
amd De spent 1o oy thoush the more
abuud mily Tlove v wpihe lns< I bho Joved”
O again when he says, © Not seching
mine own prodic, ba the profic of many
that they wight he vaved.™  His object
and the uhjeet of those who were associ-
a.ed with him was to ey eonviction to
the hearts of thele hewrers, to preael to
them Cheist Jesus, ansd toindace them Lo
acrent im oas their deliverer from sin,
death and hell. Whether we Jook at
Peter on the day of Pentecost, or Paul on
sars 111, there §s no mistaking the ob-
Jort that was dearest to theiv hearts. To
be successiul ministers we must be ani-
miated by the spirit that animed Paull
He meweared nnt his success by the wp-
pluse which bis discourses evoked. or
by the admiration which was divected to-
ward himselt,  He regavded himseif and
sl s powers as meaus to a certain end.
Tt only that ensd eould be accomplished,
he hims 1t was willing to siok into obli-
vion. And the minister of the gospel
must yet. vemember that permaunent re-
salts are the only test of true success,
To acquire a reputation for learning or
eloguence—to seale the highest summits
of human ambition—to have admiring
crowds hang with hreathless attention
upon our lips will avail us bat little on
that day when each of us will be asked
by the Great Ilend of the Church.
“ Where nre those who were committed
to thy charge ?" The grand thing is not
how we can do it; but what will be the
result of what we do: not the briliiancy
of the operation ; but what will fow from
it.  How vain was the boust of the French
doctor who proudly remarked that by had
performed a certain pervilous surgical
operatinn more than three hundred times,
but when asked, + How many lives did
you save by it ? replied, ** Not one but
then the operation was very brilliant.”
Ot what consequence was the brilliancy
of the operation if it resulted only in
death ? And of what consequence may
we not ask will be the most thrilling
eloguence, or tha most gorgeous oratori-
cal display, if the sinner is not constrain
ed to ery out, ** What must I do to be
saved ™ or if believers are not built up
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in the faith 2 This twe fold object must
be counstantly before the minister's mind.

Assuming row that a man kas the ne-
cessary qualifications aud that he has the
rizivt obj et in view, let us enquire:——

1L What is he to preach in order to
accomplish this objeet?

‘aul preached Christ and Him crucifi-
ed. Such also Is our theme, We must
of course have wmuch to say about the
nature ot Christ's person and the charac-
ter of his death. If we would cull upon
persons o look to Christ for salvation,
we must he prepared to tell who Christ
is, and what relation He sustains to us,
and wht cotneetion his death had with
the great plan of redemption.  in deal-
ing with ~uch guestions as these we are
introduced 1nte the region of doctrine.
Here however the objection sometimes
confronts us.  ** Preach Chvist and jeave
doctrine~ alune,” Bat would the pur-
pose of this superficial objection be kind
enough 1o indicate 1 u~, how it i= possi-
bleto do su?  Christ is s mere nae des-
titate of any signitieance vutil it is filled
up with doctrinal and biographieul state~
ments, as 1o who and what Christ is, It
we atempt to deseribe 1lim we are deal-
ing with doctrives abous Ilis person. If
we wish to point out the way ot coming
to Him we find ourselves in the midst ot
w doctrinal sermoen on the nature and ob-
ject of faith. If we wish to show what
relation his death had to us any more
than the death or some martyr or phil-
aunthropist. we are dealing with the grea$
doetrine ¢t the antonement. The bible
has to do with doctrine. It blends doe-
trine and practice together. It builds
right acting upon right thinking. To
vightly discharge the duties which we
owe to Christ we must have right thoughts
concernivg Him. Paul was atheologian
as well as an intepsely practical man.
It the bible gives no countenance to the
error that makes religion theology rather
than life, neither does it to the error that
makes religion not theclogy but life, and
which means, It don't matter what you
believe if you are only sincere.” Ah!but
itdoes matter whatyou believe. Sincerity
will not save. Persons may be sincere in
believing and teaching the most destruc-
tive heresies. Neither will doetrines
save ; but doctrines are necessary to make
Christ a reality at all. It is not the dpe-



