
THE1 CIIURCII OP SCOTLA-ND.

The o~~cs f God's spoiritual Israel is
ahvayst hiateful to the wvorld. 'l'ie greater
Its grovthl sn piritual lifé, and nunbers
the mure deadi> ib the ivorld's oilposition.

The new kiîîg's pulicy %vas to crush
lsratl. Ile miade thenli serfs of the
iuues(;t k-ind. lle put theni tu the hard-
est %vork and drove them to it uncler
the supervieion of taskmnastcrs, Egyptian
of course, wvho carried sticks which. tliey
doubtless frecly uscd to coerce and punish
them. Wc knu(,v that the public and royal
buildings of ancieut Egypt were built 1y
Captives. InSbLIilptionIs'stili rcmain on
some hhbeat thiat, tbey nec not, built
by fice citizuiib. Tvo treasure or store
huubcb, Piihura al'd Ramicsecs nerc but
for Pbiarauhi by hb Ibraclitishi serfs.

God wvas left otit of bis calculations.
God liad His designs wbichi must, be car-
ried out. Ilut Phiaraohi thought not of
God. Ail camnai policy, haweycrsagacious
it niay appear ta be, is sure ta end in dis-
aster. 'Ne mnly act wisely wlhen we take
God inta ail aur p)lanis.

Vv. 12-14 -Bitter bandage servcd
however, to 4uggmcnt the nunibers of Is-
rael. This .-gain led ta still more cruel
oppression. Life wvas made as bitter as
possible ta the poar serfs. Traces of their
hard labour in inortar and brick yct remain
Ruins of massive brick buildings, made of
crude brick bakcd in the suni are found in
ail p)arts of Egypt. More bricks bearing
the naine of*Thotbmnes Ill., suppased ta
have been king of Egypt at the tiime of tbe
Exodus, have been d iscovered than of any
other periad. On ancient monuments
parties of brickmakers are depicted withi
taskmai.-sters sittiug or standing necar themi
Nvitli uplifted sticks in thieir bands. God
has thus left in ancient monuments, in aId
documents, rtîins and inscriptions many
silent, but powcrful %vitnesses ta Ilis word.

The world bas always bated and perse-
cuted the Church. GUhristians bave been
slighted, scornecl, imprisorued, banishiec,
burit. AIl that live goclly lu Christ Jesuis
nmust sufl'cr persecution.

Th. more lsrael was cruslied the more
rapidly she grewv. Iu the leugtbczied
period of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, a
time of liberty and peace, sbe only grew ta
70 souls. A smnall growth in 200 years.
Now uuidcý tbe sevcrest oppression she
greiv rapirlly into a great nation. Times
ofi worldly cumnfort do aot briug much spir-
itual prasperity. Days of bardship, enier-
gehic servirc, even af persecution and miar-
tyrdau, are the hecaltlîicst scasons in the
spiritual world; e. g., persccu;ion la early
apostolic age-at the R'eformatian-in the
British islands at diffcrer.t times-in Mada-
gascar receatly.

XVe should learu ta laok nat at tbîngs
seen but at tbings unsecin. lIad Israel
looked uly at thîngs seeni, nowv hopeless
tbecir case. lard buandage, sitri tiblnmas-
ters, mortar and brick, barder %voik, leb!i
pay, no hope. But %vliat, ivce tie things
unseen ? Gad's care af and dcp tomipa.s-
sion for theni-thcir escape fruam Eg) pt-
the green fields and vine-clad buIs ai
Canaan. \Ve should bave faith in the
things uuseeui-Gad('s presence and bless-
iu- with uis in trouble, aud iii the future a
gloriaus rest.

'l'lie sitner's buudage under sin and
Satan ib hure tlpificdî? Satan ucr.dîiivcn
aîîd grinds dun ibî b Lutbc. A littlu sýur-
face conmfort and foul'b lauiglittr lit may
allow like the druukard's-ronu, but tlîe vvay
ln whiih lie drives transgressors is liard.

SECOND SABBATII.

SU nj EC* :- T/te lI/r/hi of Mloscs, Ex. 2-
ia. Go!iden Te.r/, Luke 2 i0.

Vv. rii'î ames ofMiNoses' parent3
were Anmrain and jochebed, N unîb. 26 59.
Miriami wvas at, least ia ycarài, and Aaron 3
years altier tlîan Moses. Tu itanticidai
ediet was probably mssued .rtter Aaron&s
birtli as hii, life ducs not appear to bave
been imperilled. The action of Mloses'
parents iii hiding limai for 3 muntlis was
promptecl b) faithi. Hleb. 11t 23.

Vv. 3-9.-Their faitlî and love led ta a
mast ingeumous plan. Tlie muher took an
ark uf bulrushes-the papyrus, a thick,
strong, and toughi rec-d. Slîc daubed it
withb sîjuse, the ntId of the iNde, wliicli is
vcry teuacîous. Boats are secu dail) float-
ing in the Nule with, no otlier caulkiuîg but
tlîc Nuec mud and 1perfeetly %%ater tiglit, and'
wuitz pic/z, iiiiieral tar. Imita tlîis simple
ark slîe put lier clîild, and laid it iii the
flags by tie river's briîîk, stacuing the
y-outbful MiNriana witliiia siglit of the spot ta
sec whlat avould occur. As slae doubtdess
expected, P>liaraab'.s daugltcr camne down
ta wasla liecr.self at tbe river. Slie saw~
the ark and senît lier miaid (imuiediale
aittenclait-tlie word is dlifferent froni
tlîat trauaslated iinaide,z. in tic sainîe verse),
ta fetch it. sue openecl tic ark, and laoI
a cliild eei-mtrepresem.ative uf the
sad aîad blpllezss state af Israel at the tiîîae.
Shie hand comipassion on lîim. She kneîv
himi at once ta bc a lebîew chi'd.
Miriami, bavimmg drawii îîcar, btuggeseed in
question form that a leblrcv womaaýi miglit
be called ta nurse tbe claîld. This mae
donc, aîd Muses' mother became is, nurse.
lieautiful instance af ud' 'vise aisd lovimîg
over-rutling of the frce agemîey af -severai
p)ersoins, MNoses maother, Mzlriam, l'h.artoh'.,%
daughtcr for tue accomplishînnti f ]is
purposes.


