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truth und error in the exercise of onr own
reason, the Bible would become useless as a
law, as & fountain of autharity, aad we might
consistently oppose its free circulation in its
simple state.  But, if we-hold it to be pure
und perfect, then it is right to organize a
society to circulate it, pure and simple, in the
world.

While commentaries, eritical works, notes
and exvlanations, are proper and uvseful in
their own piace, yet, if any one should main-
tain that the message of God must not be
circulated without a commentary, then he
must think the nessage imperfect, He must
think wat the words of God require to he
zupplemented by the words of man.  Should
any one allege that the Scriptures are so ab-
sttase and ubscure that a human accompani-
ment is necessary to explain them to the peo-
ple, then, we reply that this is g0 far from
being the tase, that their matter and expres-
sion are such as to render them singularly
accessible to the mind of man in ail luu-
guages, all countries, and &ll ages; and, if
this were the case, such an opirion would be
an attack upon inspiration, for unsuifableness
is imperfection. Should any one maintain
that the Scriptures are suitable for certain
<lasses alone—classes possessing education
and intelligence, we reply : iohere and who is
to draw the line? Moreuvver, this supposi-
tion also is at variance with the claims of in-
spiration, because contrary to the professions
of a book which addresses its message to than
as man, and clains for its readers the human
race. Moses uddressed the whole people:
‘the peophets addressed the whole house of
Ternel: Jesus spake 10 the multitude: the
upastles, feeling themselves debtors to Jew
und Gentile, addressed them indiscriminately
in public and in private: and if there were a
single book of Seripture ro which such a lim-
ited view wouid be applicable, it would be
the brok of Revelation, which has puzzled
all'interpreters, but this is the only book to
the perusal of which a blessing is expressly
attached :  Blessed is he that readeth the
words of the prophecy of this book.” The
circulation of the pure Word of God is a
made of operation that is justified by the
claims of an inspired, pure and perfect book,
and can only be impugned with consistency
by those who are the enemies of the pible,
or those who wish, by means of & commenta-
ry, to dictate or becloud the gense, and, in
reality, for their own selfisih objdcts, circulate
gnother Bible—a human message with a di-
vine stamp.

By confining its labors to the Word of
God “alone, the British and Foreign
Bible Society secures the co:operation of all
Chiristian denominations. As all build their
views upon the Scriptures—as all profess to
hold the principles laid down by Chilling-
worth, that ¢ the Bible, and the Bible alone,
¢ ‘the religion of Protestants,” they must

‘hgld the circulation of the Word of God to .
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be a general blessing, Should any Christian
deromination refuse to co-operate in this
work, or discountenctnce, in the slightest de-
gree, the circulation of the Scriptures, it could
take no course more calculated to injare itself
and subject its principles to suspicion. Every
one would at once infer that some divergence
had taken place between the principles of that
party and the plain and obvious teachinge of
the Word of God. What a fine effect is thus,
by this Society, produced upon the Christian
Churchi!+ The sharp spirit of sectarianism is
modified, the mutual asperities engendered
by denominational rivalry are rubbed down,
and Christians are led to cherish kindlier
sentiments towards each other. At the
meetings of all the Branches of this Society
throughout the warld—from the banks of the
Guanges, onward through Asia, Africa, Europe
and America, to the shores of British Colum-
bia—Christian love bursts the barriers by
which, at all other times, it is confined, and
Christians, feeling its warm tide, rush from
their separate provinces, shake hands as
brethren, and ery: Let us all combine in
circulating that Book which is the test of all
our principles, and shall one day purge away
the dross, and combine the sons of men in
one holy brotherhood, to be perfected in
lory.
§ ‘This is a fine thing, and the advantage of
it can only be properly understood by con-
ceiving, in the present divided condition of
the Church, a totally different state of things
—a state in which the various denominations
of Christians would be so wedded to their
particular views that they could not be in-
duced to comhine for the circulation of the
“ gsincere milk of the Word;” but, on the
other hand, were circulating, in reality, bibles
of their own—that is, bibles like the Douay,
{and even the Baptists have attempted this),
wherein, by accompanying notes, a particular
interpretation was put upon the text, to suit
the views of each. Even in present circum-
stances, the sectarian spirit of the Churches
is characterized by a most lamentable vio-
lence; but, in the circumstances we have
supposed, there is reason to believe that the
Christian world would present 2 most awful
spectacle, Cbristian denominations would
appear like so many different kingdoms, go-
verned by different laws, regulated by a dif-
ferent policy, pursuing totally distinct ob-
jects, and moving in a constant rivalry as
their natural element. “'hey should have
notning in common, and they would certainly
fee! that they had nothing in common. Their
nominal state would be a state of warfare,
and, in the passions of the hour, their com-
mon origin, common objeets, and common
destiny, would be forgotten. Nut able to
associate in the circulation of the Word of
God, ‘they could associate in nothing else.
‘The Christian religion would be a curse, in-
atead of a blessing, to society. No publit
measure could be carried, and no general in



